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AD V E R'T I S EM E J«J T. 

IN the following work the judicious reader 
will dire£Uy trace the hand of the author 

of Chrysal. The unco^inion approbation 
with which that performance has been received 
by the public, determined the editor tofp^r^na 
pains nor ex pence, to recover the other remains 
of fo fuccefsful a writer. The difficulties attend^ 
ing fuch an attempt are obvious. From the fup-- 
pofed Qlergyman * alone, into, whpfe hands they 
firft fell, could any account of them be ek]pe£led ^ 
but how to trace him through all the various 
chara£ters, which fuch perfons ufually aiTumet 
was the queftion» At length, after a moft fa-^ 
tJguing fearch, he was indebted to accident for 
that fuccefs which all his diligence had failed of» 
' He was called upon one evening by an acquain-^ 
tance, to go with him to Bridewell, in fearch 
of a fexvant girl of his, whom the laudable vigi- 
lance of the conftables had taken up in the ftreet 
the night before, when fhe was fent on an er* 
jrand, and the flri6i juftice of the magiftrate had 
committed to the houfe of correSfiony as fhe un-^ 
luckily had not a penny in her pocket to prove* 
her innocence^ or eve;> pay a meflenger for go- 
ing for her mafter* While they waited in the 
public room for the return of a perfon who wai 
fent for her difcbarge, tj^y ^ere ilruck with the 
uncommon droU look and behaviour of the wai^ 

Yoii. L , a teir 

• S«e the preface to Chryfil, p,. %i^ 



ii ADVERTISEMENT. 

ter who ferved the company with liquor. Te 
divert the melancholy reflcCTions, therefore, Witft 
which fuch a fcene of wretchednefs and debau- 
chery muft neceflarily affeft every human heart, 
they called for a pint of wine, and defired him 
to fit down and drink with them. The invita- 
tion was readily accepted ; and the fellow ob- 
ferving that they expreffed fomecuriofity to know 
how a man of his apparent abilities could have 
funk into fo low a ftation, immedratelyga^c 
them the following outlines of his hiftory. 

" Gentlemen, (faid he) there is nothing m 
«* this life but «^^ and downs. Low as you fee 
** me at prefent, I have often figured in an higher. 
«« fphere. I have been a p^ayer, a dodlor, an 
•« author, and a parfon ; and have afted mjpart 
•< with proper dignity in each charafler till the 
*« farce was ended. 1 have alfo, indeed, amufed 
" myfelf with taking a view of life in lefs exalt-- 
" ed ftations : I have been a broken foldier, a^ 
«« ihipwrecked failor, a fool, a madman, and a 
** gyp'^^ > '" reward for fome feats of uncom- 
« mon clevernefs in the ^aft of which charac- 
" ters, I have had lodgings afllgned^ me here, 
«^ rent free, for feven years, where, that I fhouldf 
" hot be idle, I have defcended to the occupa- 
« tion in which you fee me. However, I am. 
«« not difpmted. Seven years will not laft for 
« ever ; and I hope to be prime minifter yetjj 
« before I die.** — 

' The moment he mentioned his' having Been a 
parfon, it occurred to the editor, that this might 
pofEbly be the one whom he had been fo long in 
fearch of. As foon as lie* flopped therefore to 
drink their healths, ^* It muft be allbwed ({aid 
♦< he) that you have fe«i life iii^ various lights ;. 
' .-- . *• but 
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** but there is- one circiKnftaQce in your hiftory 
" which I do not unilerftand. You fay you' 
** have been a parfon — " " Aye, fir, (anfwered 
♦* the other) one oi your felf-ordainedontSy who* 
*' go about the world preaching poor people out' 
*' of their fenfes, and then picking their pock-' 
** cts. But my confcience was too tender for 
•* fuch^ vile trade, fo I left it and turned gyp-' 
<< fie ; though Wiave had reafon enough nnce 
<' to reip^nt of the manner in which I took that' 
«< ftep, as "I loft an opportunity of making my 
" fortune by it. You muft have heard of the 
** book that has made fuch a noife lately, Thti" 
** Aehentures of a Guinea. Sir, that book was 
** oncemine ; but I had not the good fortune' 
*• to make a proper ufe of it. I muft needs at*-' 
** tempt altering, forfooth ; and before I had' 
f* finiJh^d, fome impertinent fufpicions of mjr 
** neighbours obliged me to fhift my quarters' 
** ibmewhat fuddenly ; and in my hurry I forgot- 
** to put up that book along with the reft of my* 
** papers."— 

The editor -had iomt difficulty to conceal the* 
pleafUr^ which this ^recount gave him, though: 
he WM fenfibfe that the umioft addrcfs was necef-* 
fery, if he hdpftd to fucceed with fuch a Voluble* 
geniu . ** And pray, fir, (faid he therefore, with* 
^' a carelefs air) were you the author of that 
•* book?" — '* No, fir, (anfwered the other) f 
•* was not the amthor of \t.^ but it was mine* 
^* notv0lthftalidi|ig< That, and fome other pa- 
** per^ of infinitely gi^lfer value, were given* 
•* to me by the v^oman* in whofe hands the au-* 
<< thof'left'them. 'If you have read the pre-' 
*< face to that book, you muft remember fhe 
** feys,, tl^at her. old lodger was fucceedeid by a 
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^^ Clergyman^ who .left her boufe to go pre^h- 
^^ ing about the countiy* I was th^t Cltrgym^ny 
** fir. But it is not the lois. of that book which 
** I lament. W^U, as it has fucceeded, it vyas- 
** not to be compared with another of the fame 
**^ author's, which I made a fltiift to carry off, 
** and which wouU ceiit^inly have m^cle my for- 
'^^ tune, had I not loft it in much the i^me man* 
*^ ner as I did the other* B.u^it is in vain to 
^^ grieve at whatxanoot be remedied s and fo, 
•* gentlemen, my fervice to you/' 

^' You mufl know, gentlemen, (continued 
^ he, as fbon as he baa drank off his wine, 
^.' which now began to warm bis heart, and fee 
^ all his (berets abroach) that in the cpurfe of 
^ my minijiry I infinuated myfelf fo far into the 
** good opmion of the wealthy widow of a «oi|n-* 
^ ti-y farmer, that ihe took me intp heir houfe, 
^ to ini^ruA her children in the true reformed 
** principles of religion, having fallen out with 
^ her vicar about his dues. If I could have 
<< contained myfelf, I might have lived happily 
^ enough with her ^ but the fieib was frail ; I 
*^ was then a young fellow, and her daughters 
f( weie good clever wenches. In fliort, I taught 
^ the two eldeft of tbem other leflons b^fide. 
^ religion. Such matters cannot be long con- 
^ cealed. My kind pupUs foon bqgan to feel 
^ fymptoms that (hewed me it was time to de« 
^ camp f which I accordingly did« without tak-» 
^ ing any leave, to avoid the pain of parting ? 
^ but as I was not fo well prcivided for my jour** 
^* ney as I could have wi&ed^ I made bold to 
<< break open a cheft in which the old woman 
^ kept her moft valuable things, and took as 
^ oian; of them as I could conveniently carra 

% o£. 
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<< off* This obliged me to leave ray own bag-^ 
<< gage behind me, which, to fay the tnith,^ 
<< was (^ no gr^at value^ except thofe papers ; 

V and the worth of them I wais alfo ignorant of 
^< 2^ .that time.; though I am feniible now, that 
M it greatly exceeded that of my booty, which 
<.< confiftedi only of an old filver tankard an4 

V cauidle-cup, and a parcel of linen ; for, tb^ 
<< beldame kept her cafli fomewhere elfe." — . 

This account was far from giving the editor 
latisfa£lion, as he apprehended that it would b^ 
very difficult to prevail on him to make a di/co- 
very that might endanger his life, by telling 
where he had performed thofe exploits. How* 
ever, he refolved to make the attempt, and, tak- 
ing him into another room, told him, if he wQul4 
let him know where thofe papers were left, hs 
would give him the moft facred afiurance that 
90 ill confequence fliould attend his confidence, 
^nd that he would honeftly pay hi(n the value of 
^em, if he fhould be io fortunate as to recover 
them. The other turning his head on one fide, 
and fixing his eyes intently on him, with a loo]; 
qt inexpreffible archnefs, for fome time, *^ Why ? 
^^ (faid he} there is fomething odd enough, to 
M be fare, in aiking fuch a queflion i but as you 
^^ appear to be more of a gentleman, than to 
^^ trepan fuch a poor devil as me to the gallows, 
*< I will e'en tell you. As to paying me, I fliall 
♦* leave that to yourfelf, when you get them i 
5* and ib^U only defire a guinea at prefent, to 
^^ bay pte fome little necefTaries, as you fee I 
** am rather out of repair." — 

This demand was immediately complied with, 

' on which he named a place abov^ two hundred 

miles fjroQi London. Howeyer, without hefir 

a ^ tating 
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taring on the danger of being deceivetl, he fet' 
out direftly, and found, to his unfpeakaWe j6y^,* 
that once in hisUfe the other hid a6led honeftl/.' 
As foon as Jic hsld made fome neceflary enqui-* 
ries, he went to the old gentlewoman, who was' 
fWl h'ving, and after a little introdudory dif- 
courle, told her, that he had corije in obedience* 
to the dying re<}u«ft of an unhappy perfon, tA* 
make her the only reparation in bis power for thfe^ 
injuries lieliad dbrie Her, by paying for the things 
ht had tsiken away. ' : . . 1 

• A*t the mention of his name fhe hvtrtt into a 
flood of tears ; after the firft violence ef whicb 
was over, (he confented to accept of the fatisfac- 
tion he offered^ and finding he was no ftrariger 
' to h\sfriend-*strthcr feats in her/amil'y, told him, 
that' matters had not proved quite To bad a» rhfght* 
have been apprehended, her eldeft daughter hav- 
ing niifcarried privately,; on his going away ; ft> 
that (he fufFered' no injury hi her charadier, and 
was fmce well married to a man -midwife in the' 
next village ; as her fecond was to the fquire's 
only fon, who, for reafons beft fenown tothe'm- 
felves, made 110 obje6lioh to hf?r for being 'w*ith' 
child. — Pleafed with this account, he payed' hefi' 
what fhe dertianded for her thin^r'' ; and theh 
earelefsly enquiring whethet his friend had not* 
left fome bookd and papers there, had the pka- 
fure to receive them all,- tfed up as they had 
been left -y the good woman declaring fhe had all 
along been convinced, that a man who knew fo 
much of religion as Kxs friend th^^ parfon^ would 
certainly pay her fome time ofotiier ; and there-^ 
fore fhe hztd taken the greateft care of them. 

Flufhe'd with this fuccds, he returned to Loh-* 
don, and going to Bridewell to communicate th« 

good 
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good news to his new friend,, he found that the 
guinea he had given him had put an end to his 
adventures the very night he got it, one of his 
fellow prifoners and he having, for a trial of 
their heads, drank fuch a quantity of gin as 
killed them upon the fpot. This event gave him 
an abfolute property in his acquifition, which he 
now offers to the Public, with the fame fcrupu* 
lous fidelity he obferved in relation to the for- 
mer works of thisrauthcwr ; ai^d Jieibpoes this ho- 
neft account, added to what he faid in the Pre- 
face to that applauded performance, and the gr- 
jguments urged in the'^Advertifebent prefixed to 
the fecond edition of it, will obviate any Ui(p^ 
cion of its aiming At particular chara<^ers, or 
being other than a mere work of imaginaflon^ - 
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^^ may mty for cbyious reafinSy be improper 

to inform the PukUi that thjs, concludes tho 

nmrh of our tmtbor^ of t^i m'MJ oth^r enter* 

taining kind ; the reft of his ifiritings relating 

foUly to his attempts to^d the Philofopber's Stone. 
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Flight to the Paradife of Fools. 



C H A F. I. 

IntroduSlion. A fudden excurjion of an extraordi- 
nary nature opens an uncommon view of common 
Jcenes. 

AS I indulged myfelf one evening in the 
pleafure of reading the divine poem 
of Paradise Lost, which I do 
as often as health and ferenity of mind make 
me capable of enjoying fo fublime an enter- 
tainment in a proper 'manner : when I came to 
the paflage * from whence the lines, pre- 
fixed to this work are taken, my imagination 
caught the facred fire, and I purfued the 

thought, trill* wearied with the inexhauflible 

— " ■ . 

* B, HI. 1. 444., Sec. 
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variety' which it opened to my view, I (Uak In-* 
to that fufpenfion of fenfe, which Ss called A 
REVERIE^ when the foul only wakes» 
and, breaking through its corporeal incum^ 
brances, ranges at will over the boundlefd ex« 
panfe of creation, and joins in cohverfe with 
congenial fpirits. 

The obje£b about which my mind had been 
employed remained lb ftrongly imprinted on it, 
that it immediately continued the fcene, but 
with that confiftency and connexion which dif* 
tipguifh the vifions of imagination from the 
confufion of common dreams. 

I thought I found myfelf (I knew not how- 
tranfported thither) on the confines of that 
world, which Milton fo beautifully defcribes. 
The idea of fuch a fcene raifed my curiofity ib 
high, that, in defiance of the dread of ventur- 
ing alone in a place where I was an utter flran- 
ger, I was going to mix directly with' the mul-* 
titude, that 1 might take a more diflinft and 
particular view of the wonderful things which I 
expe£led to fee there, when a being of moft 
tremendous afpe£l, appeared fuddeiuy before 
me : M Hold prefumptuous mortal ! (faid he, 
with a frown that nailed me to the ground) nor 
run into a labyrinth^ from whence it is impof- 
fible to return, without the affifhince of fome 
fuperior being to dire£l your fleps, and difperfe 
.the mtfls of prejudice and ignorance, which at 
prefent obftruft your fight." 

Such an interdiftion was not inefFeSual ; I 
flopped, abafhed and terrified ; but curiofity 
again getting the better of my fear, " Pardon, 
mighty lord ! (anfwered I, proflrating myfelf 
before him) the error of inadvertency, nor im- 
pute 
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pute to thy fervant the fault of bis nature. The 
defcription I have read of this place h^ in« 
flamed my foul with a . curiofitv too ftrong to 
bear. .O let thy beneficence indulge' it for a 
moment. To thy direction I refign myfcif. Do 
thou prefent the neceflary clue to guide my 
fteps, and open my eyes to the wonders which 
furround me." 

*< Arife ! (replied he fmoothing bis brow, 
with a (mile of complacency) I blame not thy 
cariolity ; under the direction of reaibn, its im* 
pulfe is the flronseft and moft extenfive caufe 
of human knowledge. . But the more impor^ 
tant duty of my particular ftation permits me 
not to attend to the gratihcation of it myfelf. 
I prefide over thefe regions of folly and cqnfu- 
fion, which my ftri£ieft vigilance is not more 
than neceffary to keep from falling into utter 
anarchy. However, thou ihalt not be difap- 
pointed. The fpirit who condu<5b my fubjedls 
hither from the earth will foon arrive. Him 
will I order to go with you, and give you the 
gratification you defire, which the nature 
of his ofEce, and his converfation in the 
world enable him to do more fatisfa£lorily than 
I can, who am too much taken up with other 
matters, to attend to fuch trifles as the adlions 
of mankind. And opportunely here he comes. 
Ariel, (continued he, addreiling himfelf to 
another fpirit who jufl then joined us) this 
mortal is permitted to take a view of our myf- 
terious empire. Do thou conduct him in fafety. 
through it, and inform him of every thing that 
is proper for him to know, and for thee to re- 
veal/' 

B 2 At 
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At thefe words, he vaniflied from my fight j 
and Ariel advancing to me with an air of affa- 
bility and kindnefe, *' Come, thou moft fa- 
voured of mortals, (faid he) and enjoy an in- 
dulgence hitherto denied to man. The adven- 
turous bard, whofe bold defcription led you hi- 
ther, fnatched but a general glimpfe, as he Rcvr 
by. The whole (hall be difclofed te you, and 
aft its my fteries explained." 

Encouraged by the manner in which he fpoke, 
I raifed Iny eyes from the ground, where fear 
and reverence had fixed them, and addrefiing 
myfelf to him, "^^ Accept, (faid I) moft graci- 
ous fpirit, the warmeft expreffion of my grati- 
tude for this ineftimablc favour. Lead where 
thou wilt, thy willing fervant follows; but if 
it be not too much for me to afk, vouch fafe firft 
to inform me what is this place called, and who 
are the inhabitants of it;?*' 

** The world, wliich is thus opened to your 
view^ (anfweredhc) is THE PA RAD I SE 
OF FOOLS; where felf-deludedman thro' 
endlefs ages, continues to aS over the abfurdi- 
ties in which he blindly placed the h'appineis of 
his life. 'Tdl you have completed the appointed 
probation of mortaKty, and are purified by 
(death, from the ilains and infirmities of a cor- 
ruptible body, you are not able to fee their ac- 
tions in their genuine colours, ftripped of the 
difguifes which iropoie upon themfelves; for as 
they are afluated by their former paffions, they 
ftill labour under all the weaknefies and imper- 
feftions of their former fenfes : however, I will 
remove the veil for a moment, and give you a 
iighft of human nature, in a ftate that never 
was before revealed to mortal eyes." — Saying 

thisy 
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tils, he touched my eyes with the end of a 
wand which he held in bis hand, when inftantly 
a flood of light broke in upon them, that, illu- 
mined all my foul. 

It is impoilible for words to convey an idea 
of what I felt at this view of human life, di-_ 
vefted of all the fpecious colouring which men 
mutually put on to deceive each other, and that 
with fuch eagernefs and induftry, as often to 
hide the impofition from themfelves alfo in the 
end, and fo become the dupes of their own de- 
ceit. Amazed at fuch a fcene, I could not 
help exclaiming, " O fapient fpirit, what can 
this be ? The aft ions of thefe beings bear the 
ftrongeft refemblance to thofe of man ; but 
there it a vein of folly runs through them all, 
which makes them look as abfurd and ridiculous 
as~ the tricks of children in their mimic plays. 
Can this be their eternal employment? Or is 
it poifible that they ihould be infenfible of the 
groflhefs of fuch folly !" 

** Such is the life of man, (returned the fpi- 
rit with a fignificant fmile) and fo appear the 
moft important of his anions, to beings unaf- 
fefted with the weaknefs of his nature. This 
world his, as it were, A Reflection of that 
which you have lived in. In it, as in a mir- 
RouR, you behold the human heart in all its 
various fituations. You ftiall have a view of 
the whole ; but to make the gratification of 
your curiofity the more fatisfaftory, I will lead 
youfirft to yon fantaftic fcene, where your know- 
ledge of fome of the aftors will make the farce 
more interefting to you j for you muft obferve, 
that as this world of ours is but a fhadow of 
that of man, it neceflarily is divided like it into 

B 3 different 
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different countries, which bear the fame names, 
and are in every refpeft under the fame circuqi- 
ftances as thefe. But I fee your fight is dazzled 
with this extraordinary degree of light ; I will 
therefore draw the veil over it again, and reftore 
things to that appearance which is fuited to 
your prefent ftate, 

*' Whenever occafion requires, I will re* 
move the obftacles which obflruft human fenfe, 
and enable yeu to perceive the particular ob- 
jects which 1 point to, at the greateft diftance; 
free from the confufion that an unlimited view 
of fuch a complicated fcene muft unavoidably 
throw you into. The walls of the clofet fhall 
be tranfparcnt to your eye, and the fecret 
whifper found diftindly in your ear."— With 
thefe words,, he waved his wand before my 
eyes; and immediately the fcene funk into its 
original obfcurity. 

The fpirit then took my hand, and rifing 
with a bound, we glided through the air, wim 
2L velocity that diftanced thought, though with* 
out any appiarent motion of our own, till we 
arrived at the place which he fixed on as a pro- 
per flation for our purj!)ofe. 

As foon as we flopped, ** We arc now (faid 
he) in the midfl of the bufy fcene : but I have 
made your form imperceptible to thofe purblind 
beings, fo that you may indulge your curiofity, 
without interruption or difcovery* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 

FruitUfi nfUpions^ Ihi htftnry of Mr* Sugar- 
CAN£ fj intt^iuud hf that of bU iUuftruusfa* 
tbir. 

TH E iirft thing that caught my attention, 
when I had recovered from the aftonilh- 
ment with which my method of travelling, had 
ftruck me^ wan a mixtd muHitude of all ages 
and degrees of mankind, clapping their hand% 
and fhouting rotiuui a peAm^ who was addreiT- 
ing them in the moft infinuatiiig manner, while 
people, employed by him ferved them with wine, 
in quantities fufficient to drown every glimmer- 
ing of i^eafbn, and deprive them of all power of 
attending to what'he faid. 

Mj guide iaw my furprize, and without 
waiting for my deliring an e^tplanation of the 
caufe of it, refumed his difcourie in thefe words, 
which he uttered in a voice, that, to the gro& 
fenfes of the beings round us, feemed the foft 
whf ^r of the paffing breeze* 

*^ I fee you are amazed at the unaccountable 
extravagance of the fcene before you. This 
one inftance, even were there not ten thqufand 
others equally flagrant, would be fufficient to 
ihew how abfolutely folly rules the heart of 
man. 

*< Of all the tranfa£Kons of human life, thei'e 
is fcarce one of more real importance to it than 
this in which thefe people are at prefent en- 
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gaged. They ar^ chufing a perfon to reprefenf 
them in the legrflature ; to proteft their pro- 
perties,, to promote their intereft, and providfe 
laws for the prefervaiion and increafe of their 
happinefs and glory ; and confequently into the 
hands of this reprefentative do they commit the 
care of every thing jiiftly dear to them in the 
world. (You are to take notice, that in con- 
formity to the illufioh under which thefe infatu- 
ated beings acS", I fpeak of the'm and their ac- 
tions,' ss if they fiill Were in' the world they 
have left ; and this caution I give you, once 
for all, to prevent miftake and confuuon.) 

** But what are the qualifications vequired 
for this facred truft ? and by what ^ts does the 
candidate for it initnuate binjfelf into the con- 
fidence of the people, t^ obtain fuch an unli- 
mited power over them ? Examine the fcenebe- 
fore you> and there you fee the whole myfteiy. 
The ambitious are plied with promifes, the co- 
vetous with bribes, and all with liquor, tilt 
they are heated to a degree of intoxication fuf- 
ficient to make them give credit to whatever he 
fays, it matters not how contradicSlory to conii- 
mon fenfe, and the conda£^ of his paft life : 
iQt who Could be expelled to facrifice his for- 
tune, and proflitute his reafon in the manneF 
•this perfon does, to a romantic defire of doing 
fervice to thofe who are fo wretchedly, impro^ 
vidcnt that they will not ferve themfelves ? 
What has he who fells himfelf a right to ex- 
pert, but to be fold again? 

*' Thus far the elefiors feem to be the only 
fools, and to leave a name of ftill a blacker im« 
.port to their eleSed reprefentative. But to a 
nearer view the imaginary difference vaniihes, 

and 
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and all appear equally entitled to admiffion into 
this, place. 

*' For who, that gave the leaft attention to 
the voice of reafon, would diffipate his own 
wealth and facrifice the folid happinefs of in- 
dependence, to acquire a power of committing 
a breach of truft, as abfurd as it is perfidious i 
Or what are the mighty advantages even pro- 
pofed by the moft ^guine purfuer of fuch a 
icheme r Nothing but a deceitful fmile of court- 
favour, an ignominious preferrence in the exe- 
cution .of fome iniquitous job, for which he 
receives the paultry reward of a precarious pen- 
lion or employment, the value of which is in- 
confiderable, in comparifon of what he has la- 
viflied In the infamous purfuit ; not to mentioa 
the proftitution of his confcience and honour. 

*' Nor does the folly of his electors, in fuf- 
fering themfelves tobefeduced by fuch bafe mo- 
tives, in the leaft acquit him of perfidy. The 
moft venal eledor who ever took a bribe would 
refufe the candidate with deteftation, whofhould 
openly avow the iniquity of his intentions, and 
tell him, he bought his power on purpofe to fell 
it again. Profeffions of honefty, however im- 
probable, are always expected ; and though par- 
tiality palliates to himfelf his own venality and 
corruption, he looks for promifes of the oppo- 
fite virtues from the candidate, which he im- 
4>licity believes, becaufe it is his intereft that he 
.fhould have them. 

** Thus grofs as this prevaricatton is, it ob- 
viates every excufe the cafididate c^an make for* 
his corruption, and convifts him of perfidy 
even againft his equally corrupt elefior. But 
aet to dwell upon the iniquity of this pradice,. 
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there is a degree of foHy in it, that woi/ld ex- 
ceed belief^ did not too frequent experience 
prove it. It is felling a man's birth -right for 
even lefs than a mefs of pottage ; for what fd- 
curity has the eleftor of enjoying his bribe, or 
the reprefentative his penfion, wh^n the very 
aft that earns them thefe wretched wages of 
proftitution, abfolutely enflaves them to the 
tyranny of that power which they have thus 
Jointly laboured to ereft, and which can deprive 
them of thefe and every other emolument of 
life, at pleafure? 

" I have been infenfij>ly led into thefe reflec- 
tions,, by the execrable folly of the fcene be^ 
fore us; but, obvious ^tnd juft ias they are, the 
force of them will appear in a fttll ftronger 
Jight, when illuftrafed by a flibrt view of the 
life of this very candidate, . the circumftances of 
which prove die truth of every remaric that I, 
made, beyond a poffibilitjr of doubt. General 
reafoning is too often founded on falfe princr* 
pies, and leads the unwary mind into error ; 
but inftances from matter of fkQ: can never de- 
ceive. 

** His name is Sugaream: he was born in 
London^, where his father, for fome littie time, 
followed one of the meaneft mechanic trades 5 
to which, after unexpedtedjy outliving the neg- 
lefts and cruelties of a pariftL nurfe, he had bern 
bred at the parifli charge. 
** The fanguinenefs qf his t«nper equallet^ 
, the ftrength of his conftitution, and would not 
permit him to remain long contented in fo low 
a flation, though poverty feemed to preclude 
eVery poffible hope of rilmg to an higher^ ex- 
cept by the flow Acps of honcft induftry.. But 

this 
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this hedefpiied as beneath him; and being freed 
from every reftraint of honefty and virtue, by 
the principles which he had imbibed in his edu« 
cation at a charity-fchool, he refolved t6 firike 
out a fhorter wayy or fall in the attempt. 

*< Accordingly, in a little time after his 
marriage with my mother, he quitted his trade, 
and laid out her fortune, which was no more 
than the favings of a life of fervitude, on the 
fiock of a public houfe, as the way in which he 
coqld exert his abilities to beft advantage. 

<< In the courfe of his education at the cha^ 
rity-lchool, he had formed acquaintances with 
feveral of the moft promifing youths pf the age^ 
his fchool fellows, the vivacity of whofe parts 
had been early difplayed in offering infults to 
the very hands which reached them bread, pa- 
trolling the ftreets at midnight, beating the 
watph> breaking up brothels, which refufed to 
fubmjt to. tbeir. pleafui^e, and ftanding bullies 
for whores ; and who as they advanced to riper 
yeim (hewediequal genius and fpirit, in ftriking 
out and exequting various ways for riemedying 
the partiality of fortune, and wrefiing her fa- 
youts from thq lef^ worthy hands into which ihe 
had blindly given them. 

<< With thefe he immediatelv improved hrs 
former acquaintance into the ciofeft intimacy, 
not only afibrding them an harbour in his houfe 
when they were under apprehenilon of' the un-- 
generous feveri^ of the laws, for few of them 
ever fell from the hopes of their youth ; or re- 
. linquiihed the pradices in which they had been 
b early trained ; but alfo frequently purchafing 
the prizes which they had fo gallantly taken at 
the basafd of their lives, and fo faving thetn 
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from the additional danger of offering them to 
fale to ftrangcrs. In^ return for which fervices 
they generally gave him fuch cheap bargains^ 
that the profit oveK weighed his fears, and con- 
firnied his hopes of making an eafy -fortune in 
a (hort time. ' * »* 

*^ But this happy profpefl: was fooh overcafK 
Some of his moft intimate friends having the 
bad luck not to come off fo cleverly in their en- 
tcrprizcs as ufual, his zeal for the public good 
prompted him to turn evidence againft them ; by 
which precaution alfo, he prevented their mak- 
ing difcovcries to his difadvantage. But though 
he faved his life by tlys prudence, circumftances 
appeared fo ftrong againft him, upon the whol^, 
as the original contriver, and principal manager 
of the fcheme, that he was ordered to take a* 
voyage to the We/i-^IndieSy to aflift in civilizing; 
the favage natives, and improve the interelt of 
an infaiit colony, by his fupcrior abilities ancb 
addrefs. 

** I have been fo particular in this a(Fkif>, 
which happene^d when the perfon before us was. 
about three years old, becaufe it laid the foui>- 
dation of his prefent fortune. His father iiatir- 
rally took him with hmi; and as his prudence 
liad made him be always upon his guard, he 
was able to make fuch provifion for his voyage, 
that it was neither fo uncomfortable, nor his 
profpefl fo defperate as is ufual with perfons in 
his circumftances. 

*< The firft thing he did on his arrival, was 
to purchafe a plantation, which he was able to 
ftock fo well, that in a very few years, be- 
tween the profits which he reaped* from that, 
and the advantages his fuperior knowledge gave 
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him in other dealings, he not only acquired a^ 
fortune beyond his moil fanguine exped^ations,, 
but alfo arofe to the highefl: honours and powej^ 
in that part of the world to which the ^gnoml*^ 
.nious manner of his going there was no oh- 
ftruiSlion, as it had been the general cafe. 

CHAP. HI. 

* « 

TBe hero of the tale makes his appearance, TSe- 
happy fruits of good education^ 

** T T may be judged that his worfiup's mind^ 
. JL was too intent upoA matters of more mo- 
ment to permit his taking much thought about 
the education of his fon» Indeed, the notions 
he h^d formed of fuch affairs, from the educa- 
tion he had received himfelf, made him thinlc 
any great trouble or expence about fucb a trifie 
quite uhnecefTary.. He therefore had him taught 
to read and write a Httle by an attorney, who 
had unluckily carried the praftice of his profef- 
fion rather too far in his own country, by fign*- 
ing a client's name to receipts for money, with- 
out his knowledge, for which he had been com- 
pelled to travel hither, where he now ferved hie 
worlhip in thQ Capacity of his clerk; and the 
politer accompli fliments of dancing; mufick, 

. fencing, &c. &c. he wasi^ftru£led in by a young 
gentleman from the theatre, whofe intenfe ap- 
plication to the builnefs of his profeflion had fo 

' entirely wrapped him up in.perfonated charac- 
ters> that be had unfortunately forgot to lay^ 

the mi 
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them afide, and re<^aflame hts own in the com^ 
mon affairs of life; but had gone in many dif- 
ferent ones, according to the parts he meant to 
play, to different tradefmen with ^i^hom he had 
a defire to have dealings, who upon the difco- 
very of the miffake, were fuch illiberal difcou^ 
yagers of merits as to impute It to a fraudulent 
deugn, and lay him alfo under the neceility of 
making the fame voyage. 

** As the young fiquire's parts were lively, 
he foon made a happy proficiency under fuch 
eminent mailers. Before he was quite fifteen, 
he could dance, fing, and play on the guittar , 
almoft as well as his mafter^ and repeat leveral 
fpeecbes out of plays which he had learned by 
rote from him, to the great delight and furprisve 
of all who beard htm : and by eighteen, he could 
make a ibift to read a play himfelf, and write a 
-billet-doux, . as well as. was necefiary for a gen- 
tleman of his rank and fortune. 

<< Nor was. the car.e of his tutors confined 
to the accomplifhments of bis perfon only: 
they alfo formed hb mind in proper principles, 
civil, focial, moral, and religioua. Accord- 
ingly, to open^ his way of thinking, and free 
him from the- narrow prejudices of vulgar edu- 
cation, he was taught, that religion was a 
cheat ; virtue, want of fpirit, and law a bug- 
bear, fit only to reftratn and terrify the ignorant 
and poor: and theib opinions, far from being 
merely fpeculative, ruled the conftant pra£iice 
of his life. Bred up among a crowd of flares, 
who trembled at his nod, he looked upon him- 
fclf as intitled to treat every one with haughti^ 
»efs and tyranny. He indulged every paffion 
with which youdi and flattcsy could inflaipe his 
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heart, laughed at ^very thing that was called 
facred, aiid enquired what was law^ only for 
the pleafure of tranfgreifing it. 

** WhilQ his plcafuies afFefted only himiyf, 
he was fafe from interruption or reftraintfrom 
his father ; but at length, fome confequences 
happening to attend tiiem, which interfered with 
his buiinefs, fuch as the dtfabling and deaths of 
fome of his flaves, whom the fquire had diverted 
himfelf w;th proving his ftrength and dexterity 
at his weapons upon ; and the flight of others^ 
for rapes committed on their wives "and daugh-- 
ters, he refolved to fend him over to Englandy 
to polifh his manners, and complete his educa- 
tion. 

** Nor were thcfe, weighty as they were, 
the only motives for his forming this refolution» 
An affair of another nature made him alfo think 
his fon's abfence neceflary, at leaft^ for fome 
time. 

CHAP. IV 

L&ve tnumfhani over nature^ but fdki hy art^ 

Theatrical morality. 

« ^TpHERE lived in the neighbourhood of 
JL his worfhip a dergy man, who had beeit 
obliged to leave his native country, to avoid 
beiiig thrown into a jatt for a debt he had con- 
traifted by going to law, to defend a living 
vehich had been given him by a nobleman, to> 
whom be had been tutor, and wh^fe right of 

preienta** 



1 



i5 THE REVERIE; 

prefentation was difputed by the bifhop of the 
diocefe. 

** His lawyers had encouraged hm to carry 
on the luit by the mod confident affurance^ of 
fuccefs, and his patron promifed him to defray 
the expence of it ; but, on his being, caft by the 
bifliop, his lordfhip denied his having ever given 
him fuch apromife; and his lawyers abfolutely 
refufed to make even the leaft abatement in the 
bill of cofts, which they immediately brought 
him, . and which was fo entirely beyond his 
ability to difcharge, that he had no way of pre- 
fer ving his liberty but by flight. 

*' It mufl: be thought, that the converfation 
of fuch a pcrfon could not be much in the tafte 
of his new neighbours ; but the inofFenfiyene(s 
of his conduct, and the convenience of the in.- 
fluence which his virtues foori obtained him 
over the ignorant favages, Infenfibly reconciled 
them to him, and even gained him fome degree 
of their efteem and refpeft. 

** Euphranor (that , was the' clergyman's 
name} had a daughter much about the age^ of 
our young fquire who was bleflfcd with every 
beauty of mind and body-. Neighbourhood na- 
turally introduced an acquaintance between their 
families, which wa3 foon improved into a ten* 
derer conneftion between the young pair. 

" Nor was this to be wondered at ! Her it 
was impoffible for man to behold unmoved; and 
in the gifts of fortune, and the external advan- 
tages of form, he had'aconfefTedfuperiority over 
all the young men in that part of the world. As 
to the defeds of his mind, they feemed to pro- 
ceed rather from want oC proper education than 
from any natural propenfity to vice 3 and there- 
fore^. 
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fore, as he was fiill fo young, might eafily be 
removed^ 

'* From the time he became acquainted with 
Mariay (fo Euphranor's daughter was called) 
his heart felt fenfations which it had ever been 
a ftranger to before. He was unhappy every 
moment he was from her, yet when in her fight, 
there was a majeftic delicacy in her whole be- 
haviour, that humbled him in his own eyes, 
and held him in a flate of diflant awe and almoft 
adoration. . 

** This neceflarily had an immediate effeA 
upon his whole conduft. He grew thoughtful, 
discontented, and rcferved ; complained of th^ 
deficiencies of his education, which her accom- 
p]i(hments of every kind fbewed him in the moft 
mortifying light, and avoiotd the company, 
and exprefled.an abhorrence of the pleafures he 
had always been fo fond of before. 

*< Such a change foon alarmed his theatrical 
tutor, (the other had beea long diimified from 
his care of him) as he faw that it threatened 
the fubverfion of his afcendency over him. To 
obviate fuch a misfortune required his immedi- 
ate care ; io- which he was fo far from doubting 
of fuccefs, that he even hoped to turn it to his 
advantage, by his experience and addrefs, and 
make it a foundation for a firmer power, than he 
yet enjoyed. 

*' Accordingly he threw himfelf one evening: 
in his way as he was returning from Euphra-^ 
nor*s ; and obferving him more than ufually 
thoughtful, *' What is the matter, (faid he) 
clapping him familiarly on the (houlder ; has 
Dukinea frowned upon her love-fick fwain ? 
Hah ! hah ! hah ! Uome chear up ! we will 

£nd 
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find fome way to appeafe her wrath ! Wfaaf, 
figh for a woman ? for fbame, let no fuch thii^g 
befaid: it Is beneath you^ qui to beneath you. 

Who^i hi that fordid fooltjh thing calV d man.^'-* 
The lordly bull ranges thro* all the fields 
And from the herd Jingling his female outy 
Enjoys biTy and abandons her at wilL^^^^ 

♦* There's an example for you to imitate 5 folv • 
low the Sl&$t€S of nature, unfophifticated by 
prieftcraft, aikl be happy. What mifchief have 
priefts done in the wortd ? If it were not for the 
writings of poets^ and the pra^ice of pla3^rs^ 
to open the eyes of mankind, there would be 
lie fuch diing as bappineft or pleafure. Before 
men m^re made fools of by religion, the fcxea 
converfed without reftraint, and*, variety gave a 
ielifl» to enjoyment : and fo it does ftUl in my 
counfirj^ Dear Lomhn ! thou paradife of plea*- 
furel there is opportunity for indulging' every 
pafHon: opportunity, tlKit is not negleAed; 
There the wiie world laughs at every foomh nO'- 
tion which interferes with delight. Beauty is 
not kept only to be looked at ; it meets defire 
half way, and courts the ufe it was deiigned 
for; and fo it would here, if men would manage 
right; and not raife obftacles to their own ba{>> 
pinefs." 

<< This elaborate- fpeech bad ^e defired e£- 
fe&. The awe in which the fquire had been 
kept by his miflrefs, had already begun to fit 
very uneafy upon bim^ and his own inclina* 
tions confirmed his tutor's arguments. Aco^d- 
ingly< he refolved to follow his dire£lion» for 

the 
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the attainment of a pleafure which he faw no- 
other profped): of enjoying. 

He no fooner iignified this refolution, than 
it filled his tutor with the higheft joy. He em- 
braced iiim in rapture; and, in the fullnefs of 
his heart, difclofed a variety of fchemes for ac- 
compliihing their defign -, all objections to the 
juftice of which he eanly removed ; proving by 
the unerring morality of modern comedy, that 
woman is but a creature made for marCs pleafure^ 
and therefore that every method for making herfuh^ 
fervient to this original end of her creation, is law* 
fulfor him to ufe. 

" This doftnne he confirmed both by the prac* 
dee of thefincft gentlemen, and by the implick 
confeffion of the fineft ladies of the age, who* 
would never go to fee the plays, in which tbofe 
principles are openly inculcated, with fuch ea-^ 
gernefs, nor encourage the plavers, wh^ 
greateft merit confifts in giving^ tnem all the 
force and graces of expreifioji and a£lion, and 
whofe o^^ lives are invariably formed upon 
them, with fuch difj(inguiftied marks of their 
favour, if they could difpute the truth, or dis- 
approved the pra£!ice of them. • 

<* This reajfoning appeared fo conclufive, that 
it removed every inadow of fcruple ; and they 
dire£Uy entered into confulation upon the 
means for putting their fchemes in execution ; 
which they' fettled without any foolifb reftreint 
from the miftaken prejudices of honour^ virtue 
or religion^ 



CHAP. 
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C H A p. V. 

AweU'laidfcheme difappolnted. The great advatt" 
tage of being well-read in the drarruu Thefcene 
efaSlion is changed* 

" T>URSUANT to their plot the fquire 
JL went next morning to vifit Maria ^ as 
ufual ; when he declared his paffibn with the 
xnoft folemn aflurances of fmcerity ; as an in^ 
conteftible proof of which, he propofed an im* 
mediate marriage, but to be kept fecret from 
both^ their fathers, till they fliould find fome 
happy opportunity of gaining their approbation 
of it. 

** At the former part of this propofal,, a mo- 
deft blufh overfpread Marians face ; and (hewed 
that "her heart had no objefiion to it; But the 
firft mention of fecrecy reftored her to herfelf. 
She thanked him politely for the favourable 
opinion he profefled to have of her, but aflured 
him, at the fame time, that (he^ never indulged 
even a thought which (he imagined improper 
for her father's immediate knowledge, much 
lefs would venture upon the moft important 
z&iQVi of life, without his advice and approba- 
tion. 

*' The determined manner in which (he faid 
this, convinced her lover, that \t was in vain 
to prefs her father. He, therefore, returned 
to his tutor, greatly dejeSed at the difappoint- 
ment » for had (be confented, the tutor was to 

have 
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fiave difgulfed himfelf, and perfonated the 
•chaplain of a man of war that happened to lie 
upon the coaft at that time, to marry them ; 
which bis theatrical talents enabled him to do^ 
without danger of detection, and then, when 
his pupil's paffion was gratified, it was only 
confeiling the ftratagem, (and all ftratagems are 
lawful in love and war) and parting with her at 
once J or, if (he fbould prove refraftory, and 
difcover the whole, his worfhip-s power, which 
would not fail to be exerted on fuch an occa* 
fion, was fufficient to bear them through tri* 
umphant. 

^* But unexpeded as this difappointment was, 
the tutor foon found refources in the fertility of 
his own genius to remedy it. After a paufe of 
a few moments, 

• •* Calijia! (faid he, fpeaking to himfi?lf as if 
in deep, confideration) Califta! and then prove 
a criminal correfpondence, both before and after 
her marriage, with fome taft friend who would 
not deny the charge ! Yes ! that might do; but 
ftay U—Monimia ! Aye ! Monimia is the thing- 
Then fpeaking to the fquire as if he did not 
know that he had over<heard him : 

*' Well then (faid he) if flie will preclude 
iierfelf from the poor confolation of pity, let her 
blame herfelf. My bow is not trufting to one 
Aring. Yes»! you (ball have her, my friend ; you 
ihall have her as long as you pleafe ; and when 
your deiires are fatiated, you ihall get rid of her 
without reproach. My plot, it is true, is deeply 
laid ; but 1 have precedents enough in dramatic 
writ to juftify it. You ihall marry her publicly 
^leave me to reconcile your father to it ! ) and 
then wJhat is eafier at any time than to catch fome 

faithful 
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faithful friend in bed with her, which ai^ be 
brought about by^ur ftealing from her in her 
fleep, and letting mcj for inftance, take your 
place ; after which a divorce will be obtained 
without difficulty. 

*' Then pluming himfelf in his (agaclty, and 
ftrutting a ftep or two back and forward with 
an air of importance, <* I have not fiudied the 
drama fo long (faid he) to be at a lofs now 
for a, fcheme to fupplant the virtue of a girl, or 
elude the vigilance of a bookifh doating father $ 
kt her therefore tell him her ftory, as (bon as 
fhe pleafes, I am prepared for both. As for bis 
woribip I know that he will readily join in any 
thing to pull down the pride of that parfon, in 
revenge for his having the aiTurance to arraign 
his condud by preaching up to others, and 
pra£tiiing himfelf, a courfe of lifcy in all le* 
fpe£b, fo. opofite to his own." 

^< But deeply as this defign was laid, it met 
witk the fame fate, and from the fame motivct 
with the former. The moment her lover left 
her, Maria informed her father of his propofal, 
who in the uprightnefs of his heart went diredly 
and difclofed it to his worfliip. It is impoffiblc 
to defcribe the rage into which fuch a ftory 
threw him. He immediately fent ofF his fon 
to England, to prevent the difgrace of his mak- 
ing fo unworthy a match : and, far from being 
obliged to Euphranor for making the difcovery, 
bore him ever after the moft implacable hatred, 
for being father to the obje6^ of his fon's paffion* 

*' As for the tutor, the time appointed for his 
travels not being yet expired, he was obliged to 
ftay behind, and truft his puftl to his own ma- 
nagement. V 

C H A P. 
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C H A p. VI. 

Sfuire Sugarcane arrives in England. An odd 

medfy 9f high and law life. PrejuAce of edu" 

cation involves him in fnany difagreeable circian-* 

JIanciSj and at Ungth brings him into imminmt 

danger* 

" /^UR hero ^arrived in England without 
V^ any accident. His father, it may be 
judged, did not burthen him with much advice. 
Two things only he cautioned him againft, 
whidi were extravagance, for his pride had 
prompted him to give hinx unlimited credit, and 
matrimony without his exprefs approbation. In 
every thing elfe, he left him to his own go- 
vernment, or indeed, more properly (peaking, 
to chance* 

'^ But he might have fpared himfelf the trou- 
ble even of this much. The moment his foil 
was out of his fight, he fcorned^all reftratnt, 
however eafy and juft ; and if his father's advice 
bad any influence upon htm, it was only to raife 
a defire of opposition to it. 

^^ Accordingly, as foon as he got' to London^ 
he ran into every fafhionable expence, with an 
eagernefs that feemed to court ruin. He had 
houfes fumptuoufly furnifhed at all places of 
pleafurable refort; he fet up equipages which 
vied in magnificence with thofe of a fovereign 
prince, kept running*horfes, . hounds, and 
yrhores i and, to epmplete his charadier, played 

deeply 
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deeply at every game, in which art and experi- 
ence CQuld give his antagonift an acFvantagc 
over his ignorance. 

« " All this "he did, from an abfurd vanity of 
following the fafhion ; to indulge his own tafte, 
which the manner of his education had fixed 
npon the moft vulgar pleafurcs, and groffeft fen- 
fualities, he ran into the oppofite extreme of 
low life. Thus he /)ftener flept in fome filthy 
brothel, than in any of his own elegant houfes ; 
while his equipage waited whole mornings at 
his door, he was in a dirty. difguife driving an 
hackney coach ^ he got drunk with his grooms^ 
and rode his own races ; and the converfation 
of his dog-boys was the greateft pleafure Ke 
reaped from his hounds. The miftrefles whom 
he kept at the moft profufe expence, he feldom 
even faw ; his amours rarely foaring higher than! 
the humble patrollers of the ftreets ; and while 
he was throwing away thoufands among gam- 
blers of fafhion, his heart langutfhed for a 
game of put, or all-fours, for a pint of beer, or 
a dram of gin ; and he often ftole away, from 
the moft elegant entertainments which luxury 
could devife, to caroufe and riot among chair- 
men and porters in a night cellar. 

** Such a courfe of life neceflarily involved 
him in numberlefs fcrapes and troubles. Accuf- 
tomed to converfe with none but dependants, * 
and lord it over flaves, who dared not even 
murmur at his cruelty and abufes, he could not 
bear to be treated as an equal by pcrfons whofe 
more moderate expences made him think them 
of inferior fortunes; and on the flighteft con- 
tradidion to his will, in his fervants, or any 
other of the lower ftations of life, would fly 

out 
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0Ut into his ufiial outrages, beating^nd wound* 
ing them in the moft cruel manner. 
' ^^ The confequences of this condu£b were zU 
ways difagreeable. The former returned the 
iniblence of his behaviour with the moft morti« 
fying contempt ; or with perfonal affronts^ 
which pride and cowardice equally prevented 
his relenting in the only manner that could put 
an end to them ; and the harpies of the law ex* 
torted ample fati&fadion from his purfe for the 
injuries to the latter, and that often after he had 
fui&red fufficiently before from the fuperior 
ftrength of thofe who complained of him. 

<* Such an hurricane of riot and debauchery 
was too violent to laft long. An accident that 
happened in one of his no£lurnal exploits low* 
ered his fpirits for a time, and gave his pleafure 
a lefs tumultuous turn. 

^^ A party, among whom he was, having 
fallied out one night from the tavern in the mad- 
nefs of inebriation, to (£our.the ftreets, and ftg« 
nalize their bravery on all who fiiould be fo un- 
fortunate as to fall in their way, ftumblpd upon 
a watchman afleep upon his ftand. The figure 
of the wretdi would have befpoke compaffioa 
from any human creatures under the direi^ion of 
reafon. He was worn out with age, and appear- 
ed an obj^ft much more proper to receive, than 
give protediion. But the mifery of his appear- 
ance only laifed their mirth : and one of them 
of uncommon wit and humour faying what a fur- 
prize it would be to the old fellow to wake In the 
other world, our hero, who was the moft drunk 
in the company, and perhaps moft accuftomed 
, to fuch feats, dire£lly drew his fword, and plung- 
ed it into his body.'* 

Vol; I C ^«, Such 
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<< Such an a^on ftruck them aUwith hormx%- 
They inftantlv took to flighty in which he at* 
ttmpted to follow them ; out confclous affright 
deprived him of the little ftr^ngth which li- 

3uor had left, and he fell at his length in the 
rtetj where he lay unable to rife, thoi^h not 
infehfible of the danger tbtt hung over his head, 
his appreheniions of which were far from being 
lefTened by hearing the wretch cry out nitirder ^ 
as he thought it impoffible for him to butlive fuch 
a wound, though the joke he had defigned was 
difappointed, and it happened not to put him to 
immediate death. 

'* Thefirft cry of murder brought a number 
t>{ the neighbouring watchmen tothe'place, who 
found the.Yquire with his drawn fword lying on 
the ground by him, and every circumftance of 
his appearance confirming his guilt* But if this 
kad not been fufScient, ttere wanted not dire£l: 
proof of it ; for fome of his companions conii- 
dering the confequences of having been known.to 
^havt been in his company, and aware of the 
danger that might attend his impeaching iliem, 
returned immediately to the place, and chaiged 
him diredly with the fa£l:. 

^< On this he was dragged away to the rounds 
hotife ; where his fright ioon recovered him from 
(his drunkennefs, and (hewed him all the horrors 
•of his fituation. In rain did he offer immenfe 
ifums for liberty to make his e&ape; the affair 
was now public, and the watchman's wound 
was declared mortal, by afurgeon who had been 
called up to drefs him. 

•* Accordingly, after fuffering the infultsof 
•the watch ; and the revHings of his companions^ 
who ftrove to (hew their owa-inQooence by 

aggravating 
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figgravating his gvilt, for the remainder of the 
flight) he w^ taken before a inagiftrate next 
mprniiig, where the circ^mft9lnces of bis crime 
were examined into with the moft excruciating 
minutenefs, and the confequences of it blazoned 
in fuch terrifying colours ^ were i]|if$cient ito 
ftrike the boldeff heart with defpair ; and whsn 
fhus pr^>perjy prepaiied, be tyira$ conuppiitt^d to the 
common prifon, to wait the fi^nteq^e of the law, 
among the vileft .malefediors who.4ifgrace:tbe 
human name* 

CHAP. VII. 

i/In hair-breadth efcape. The happtnefs of being 
afffoltttely dtfengaged in life. An unexpected 
piece ofnewsjhews theperverfenefsofihe human 
hearts 

** ^T^ P E flews rof the (quire's nv^ortwno 
,JL wa^ immediately ipr^ad over the whole 
town, and.pf coi^rie foon came to die cars of his 
father^scQcrefpondent; who, tho' he was highly 
diflatisfied with bis manner of life, thought it 
his di]^ty not to defert him in fuch a dreadful con* 
dition* He therefore w^nt dire&Iy to the ma- 
giftrate, and learning the circumuances pf the 
afFair from him, found reafon to fvifpe£l: that it 
was not fo bad as was reprefented ; but was ag- 
gravated with adefign of extorting money from 
the terrified criminal. 

**, In confequence of this fufpicipn, he fent 
for a^furgeon of cbara£ter, axu^ going to th.Q 

C Z plac« 



28 THE REVERIE. 

place where the watchman lay (an attorney's 
, houfe) infified on feeing his wound opened ; 
when it appeared fo far from being mortal, * that 
the furgeon declared it was not even dangerous, 
with the leaft care, the fword having happily 
hit upon a rib, and fo only glanced between 
that and the (kin. 

** On this difcovery, the merchant demanded 
his friend's being admitted to bail ; and on the 
magiftrate's confenting, becaufe he did not dare 
to refufe, went himfelf to the prifon, with the 
joyful tidings : where he found the defponding 
wretch furrounded by a gang of folllcitors, and 
knights of the poft, *vho were planning fchemes 
for his efcape by perjury and chicane, and at the 
fame time exaggerating his danger to enhance 
the price of their own damnation ; in earneft of 
which, and to quickeii their invention, they had 
already received all the money in his pocket, 
which amounted to a confiderable fum. 

** At the fir ft fight of the merchant, thcfc har- 
pies vanifbed like owls at the appearance of the 
fun* The good man faw the '(quire's diftrefs, 
and judging that it might be a proper time to 
work upon him, foftened thus by fear, he (at 
down, and entered into a friendly expoftulation 
with him on the folly, vice, and danger of fuch 
a life as he h^d led ; and concluded by wifhing, 
that his prefent almoft miraculous efcape might 
make a proper impreffion upon him, for the re- 
mainder of bis life. 

** The 'fquire heard the former part of his 
difcourfe with liftlefs inattention ; but at the 
mention of his efcape, he fell upon his knees» 
and, eagerly kifiing his friend's hand, conjured 
him to confirm the happy word. 

^« It 
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^^ It is impoffible to defcribe his fituation on 
being fatisfied that his danger was over. His 
fpirits, ever in extreme, were raifed as high as 
they had been deje&ed before ^ {o fudden a 
tranfttion from defpair to happinefs (for fo his joy 
for that moment might juftly be called) almoft 
depriving him of his fenfes. He broke out into 
fuch inconfiftent extravagancies of exultation, 
that he made his friend for ibme time fear he 
fliould utterly lofe his reafon. But his ftrength 
focn failing under fuch accumulated fatigue, bis 
fpirits funk into a fettled calm ; and he left the 
prifon in the moft rational ftate of mind be had 
been in fince he came to England, 

^^ The horrors he had endured in this affair 
made^n impreffionon his mind, which influenced 
the remainder of his life. His danger determined 
him for ever againft fuch exploits as that which 
drew him into it ; and the behavior of his com* 
panions gave him fb ftrong an averfion to fuch 
fociety, that he refufed theii: viiics of congratu* 
lation on his return to his own bbufe, and never 
would mix with them more. 
. ^' He was now in fuch a ftate of fufpence, for 
the choice of his future life, that had any prin- 
ci^les of virtue been inculcated in his mind by 
education, he might moft probably have follow- 
ed their direction. But when the voice of plea- 
fure, the tumults of diffipation and vice were, 
filenced, all was a wretched void within him^ 
and he was really obliged to give into the firft 
fcheme of a£live idlenefs which chance fuggefted^ 
for want of knowing what elfe to do. 

<^ Jufl in this critical time, he happened tO' 
xeceive a packet of letters from home. That 
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of his father he threw ca^releisly by, fcarce half 
f ead through : but the fight of his tutor's hand 
raifing an expectation of fome news concerning 
Mariay his paffion for whom he had never been 
able entirely to fubdue, he opened it with ea« 
gernefs, though he had no reafon to expert any 
Jiccount particularly interefting to hirn. 

^' His tutor inarmed him, that hrs father 
looking upon her as th^ caufe of his being obl iged 
to fend his fon to England^ the moment he vKt 
gone (hewed the moft rancorous hatred to her 
and EuphranoTy which his power gave him {o 
many opportunities of wreaking, that he made 
their lives quite miferable: they refolved, there- 
fore, to leave that country, and fcefc fome happier 
retreat elfewhere ; but as they were juft ready to 
go, EuphramorttttVitA a lettci* from the bro- 
ther of the h^rd to whom he h^d beeil tutor, to 
inform him of his lordihip's death, and defirtf 
that he would return to England as foon as pof- 
fiblcj to take pofFeffion of a very confiderabl^ 
livihgjuft then become vacant in his gift, and 
which he kept for him ; adding, that he bad 
idifcharged the debt, which bad been the oCca- 
fioii of his going abroad; and that on receipt of 
this news they left the place directly, not morg 
to their own fatisfa£tion, than to the mortifica-^ 
fion of his father, at their good fortune and 
cfcape from his power. 

** This account threw htm into a violent 
confliiSIb : his heart felt the ftrongeft emotions • 
at the thought of her berng in the fame coun- 
try with him. He at firft refolved to find her 
out} and pleafcd himfelf to think how agree* 

ably 
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ably fhe muil be (wtprifsd at cfae great improve^ 
ments ihe.would fee in bia appearance and adU 
drefi^ which^ he did not di9ubc wouJd make fuch 
an impreiSon on her in his favour, as ihould 
greatly facilitate his dcfires. 

^< But a moment's reflexion overthrew all 
fkeCe fiattering hopes ; and {hewed him the ut- 
ter improbability of her ever liftening to the ad- 
drefles, 01; even receiving tbe.vifit^ of a man by 
whom fhe had been treated in fo bafe a manner ; 
for to mitigate the feverity of his father's rage, 
and wipe off the difgrace of having propofed 
marriage to one &y much beneath him,, he had 
openly declared the defigns he had formed for 
her ruin. 

, ^"^ But this was ^ not Whtl g^e him the 
grealieft pain* The advantapeous change in 
her father's affairs removing the only obje^ion 
which he thought could be made to hei*, it im* 
mediately occurred to htm, that fome perfon of 
diftijifSion would moft probably be captivated 
by her charnQS* at her return to England^ ^nd 
marry her; and it was death' to him to think: 
that fhe. fhould make any other man haf^y^ 
though he had loft all hope$ of ever obtaining hef 
himfelf. 

<^ But thefe dlfagreeable reflections foon gave 
place to thoughts of another na^e. His mind 
had been in fuch a continued agitation ever 
lince his coming to LandWy that he had not 
once remembered the many fine things his tu- 
tor had fo often told him of the theatres ; nor 
the lufcious defcriptioas he h|id drawn of the 
pleafures to be found in the company of the 
players of both fes^es. But a repetition of them 

C 4 in 
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in this letter had an immediate effe£t upon him- 
in hfs prefenc undetermined Aate ; and he re- 
rol\fed to look there for that happinefs ivhich he 
had mifled of hitherto. 
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CHAP. VIII. . 

The pleafures of theatrical fociety. The ^fqulre com'- 
memes critic and patron. He a^s the part ef 
Ixion^ and embraces a cloud inftead of a god* 
difi. 

** T N purfaancc of this refolution he diredljr 
X became almoft an inhabitant of the play- 
houfe. He made acquaintances with all the 
players ; he attended rehearfals, drank tea in the 
green-room ; and in a very little time had all the 
terms of theatrical criticifm at his fingers ends. 

" He, now thought himfelf an happy manw 
The mirth and wit of the aflors, the freedom 
and eafe of the adlreiles, and the obfequioufneft 
and flattery of both quite charmed him. His 
table was conftantly filled with them 5 while they 
in return for his hofpitality convinced him, that 
he had overlooked his own abilities, and was re- 
ally endowed with the mofl refined taile, and 
exquisite judgment of the age. 

^^ As ibon as he had made this difcovery, he 
afTumed all the confequence of this new cha- 
ra(9er. He retailed the phrafes of criticifm, 
which he had lately picked up, on all occafions 
with the moft decifive air; fpoke with con« 

tempt 
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tempt of authors wliofe names he fcarccly knew> 
and piaifed thofe of eftablifhcd rqnitatioD ; but 
all in general tenns, and merelj as an echo to 
the town.^ 

^ It may be thought that this oouHe of life^ 
idle and infignificant as it was, muft be more 
harmleis at leaft than that whidi he had led be- 
fore; but ftfll it was not fince from its inconve- 
niencies dHUo. 

^^ Such a iet oFcompany neceflariTy precluded 
him from that of all perfons whofe'converfation: 
might have been either an advantage or an ho- 
nour to him ; befides, to fupport the dignity oT 
his eharader, he was obliged to fet up for a pa- 
tron of the polite arts, which laid him open to 
the impofitions of every ignorant pretender to 
them ; as he was utterly deftitute of the leaft de-^ 
gree of judgment todirm; hinrin the diftributioa 
of the rewards which their flattery and importu- 
nities extorted from- his ignorance and vani- 
ty ; fb that, though he* had retrenched moft of 
his fbrnaer expences, en his entering into his pre- 
fent way- of life, he found but very little advan- 
tage from his ceconomy ; the cravings of his new 
dependents piovin^ as effeflual a drain to his. 
money as all his- more fhewy extravagancies had. 
been before. 

** But this was only a, trifle, in- comparifoni 
of other confequences which*: attended this con- 
nection. Such a fortune as he poflefTed was at 
lure to every fcheming genius, to try their abi- 
luies upon- himj- the aSrefTes, in- particUkjr, 
fpread open all thtlt nets, to take bin) in forfa. 
fettlement; at leaft, if not even entrap him |i 
the marriage noofe, as he was a batche^p.. 
This was the fecretreafon of that ofiiciouln^ 
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to pleafe him, which has been obferved before % 
but bU attention was too much taken up with 
the addrefies paid to his underftanding, to admit 
bis minding thiofe offered to his perfon. 

" At length, however, one of the female ad- 
venturers of the ftage hit upon a plan, in which 
her experience promifed her fuccefs. She faw 
that vanity glittered through his {hallow heart, 
and was the ruling principle of all his anions ^ 
to catch this, therefore, a gilded bait was all that 
was neceilary. For this purpofe,ihe contrived to 
convey him a letter, glowing with the warmefi 
profemons of love, but lamenting the reftraint 
which a fuperior fiation laid her under from 
making herfelf known, or gratifying the paffion 
that preyed upon her heart* 

" The receipt of this letter threw him into the 
higheft perplexity; he ran over every fcene of 
his life, to try if he could, from any circum- 
.ftance, find out who this enamoured fair could 
be ', but all in vain. However, his ignorance 
by no means eafed him of his anxiety } be had 
too good an opinion of himfelf to doubt the truth 
of what file faid j and his darling vanity was toa 
ftrongly flattered by the rhoueht,' to admit his 
flighting fuch an honour, could he poffibly dis- 
cover by whom it was done him* 

*' The fair one, who faw bkn everjr day, ibon 
had an opportunity of obferving his diftreis, 
.which was the fignal (he wanted to convince 
her that the lure flie threw had taken. Accord- 
ipgly, in a day or two after (he wrote hifn ano- 
ther letter, in yiFhich 0ie appointed him a place 
of meeting, but under the mcA folemn adjura- 
upns of fecrecy and honour, when flie availed 
jjerfelf fo well of her theatrical art of varying' 

her 
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her appearance, nod perfbnating a fiditious 
charader, that, with the aflifiance of the play* 
boufe deaths, and a good quantity of paint, me 
pafled upon him for a beautiful young lady of 
the firft quality, who had accidentally been 
imitten with the charms of his perfon. 

** The delicacy and modeft rcfcrve vjitl> 
which fbe revealed her own palBon^ and re- 
ceived his addreiles, gained (b complete a con- 
queft over his intoxicated heart, that he out- 
Went her moft fanguine expectations, and made 
diftaat propoials of marriage, at the very firft 
interview; but thefe the charadler the adled 
would not permit her to underfland too readily ^ 
»nd his refptSt prevented his fpeaking plainer^ 
on fo fhort an acquaintance*. ' 

^' But an accident fooi> removed this diffi^ 
culty, wbkh waa equally difbeffing to them^ 
both, though from fi> different motives. Going 
to the play the next evening as ufiial, he wa% 
furprifeid ts> fee Maria glittering in all the pride 
ofdrefs ia one of the flage boxes s the fight of 
her put him fo much oSi his guard, that, hap* 
pening to catch her eye, he bowed to her di-^ 
ze£Uy in the moil: familiar manner : but what 
was his confufioAs to find, that inflead of ac« 
Icnowkd^ng his falute, fhe turned from him 
with a look of ineffable contempt. 

^' §uch an affront. Ill fo public a place, could 
not efcape notice. The tyt^ of every one were 
immediately fixed upon him^ in fo fignificant a 
manner^ that he could not fland it; but wa» 
forced to retire, burfUng with relentment, be-- 
hind the fcenes, where he had the additional 
mortification to learn, that (he was above every 
attack he CQuld make upon her^ being lately 

marriedl 
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married to the young nobleman who was fitting 
with her, and vas the' fame who had recalled 
her* father and her from the place of their ba- 
uffliment. 

** It is impoiEble to defcribc the malignant 
paffions which tore his heart at this news : his- 
h)vo was inftantly turned to the moft rancorous 
hatred j and envy prompted him to ruin an hap- 
prnefs which he had not been able to prevent. 

*^ While he was rcvoKing various fchemes 
for this purpofe, his unluclcy genius- blundered 
upon one, which drew that mortification ten 
thoufend fold upon his own head which he de- 
figned for her. He thought that the fafeft way 
he could take to humble her pride (for his cou- 
rage was cooled from any attempts which might 
poiEbly endanger his dear perfon) was to fh'ew 
her^ that he had been as great a gamer as (he 
by not being married to her, and to return her 
contempt th kind. 

** Accordingly, at^he very next meeting his 
enamoured fair one indulged him with, he pro- 
pofcd an immediate marriage, which be prieflid 
with fuch unfeigned ardor, that, after-, fomc 
few ftruggles between her love for hfm, and her 
regard to the dignity of her rank, fhe confented^ 
her fear of being prevented by her noble friends 
and family palliatii>g the precipitancy, of fuch . 
a ftep. 

" The exultations of two perfofls, happy- thu« 
in the fuccefs of their defigns,- well fupplied the 
place of pomp and ceremony at' the wedding ; . 
but what was the bridegroom's iftonifliment 
next morning, to find a faded * veteran of the 
ftage in his arms, inftead ofadutchefs m aH 
$he pride of beauty, rank, and fortune; for the 

warmtti 
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warmth of the night had melted t^e painted 
bloom upon her cheeks, and reftored her to her 
natural appearance, which day-light difplayed 
in no very favourable light. 

*' He ftarted from her in hofrrdri and as foon 
as he had recovered the ufe .of fpeech, which 
fuch a fight for foime time deprived him of, flew 
into the moft outrageous fury, and. fwore he 
would be revenged^ in the dreadfulleft manner,, 
for fuch an infamous peice of deceit. 

^^ But his bride wa^too- well acquainted with 
the world to be terrified at his threata. She arofe 
with all the expedition that her delics^e regard 
to decency would permit, and throwing herfelf 
at his feet, alledged the violence of her paffion 
as an excufe for her ftrat-agem; ^and all ftra«- 
tagems, (he faid, were lawful in love) befought 
his forgivenefs in the tendereft terms, and 
vowed the moflf exemplary dtity^ iovcj and vir*- 
tue for the reft of her Ine, promifing to make 
ample amends for the imaginary diiparity :of ^ 
rank.; (for hi& owa fortune placed him above 
reeard to raercenaty confiderations) by her in«> 
cenant attention to his pteafure. 

** Well as (he a£ted her parti the abufed huf- 
band remained inflexible, vowing to purfiie her 
with- the utmoft fcverity j ar refotlitibn which 
the remembrance of his own treatment of 
Maria^ now retorted in fuch a fignal manner 
on himfelf, enforced with every motive of ha- 
. tred and revenge; 

" But his vvrath had as little efTcS" upon her 
as her entreaties poflibly could have upon hiin* 
She arofe from his feet with an air of difdain ; 
and telling him, that if he did not know what 
was due to the charader of bis wife, fbe would 

foon. 



39 THE I^EVERIJBfc 

jbon inform hlins dreffed herfelf with the greateft 
compofure^ and wifliing bim a good morning, 
kft him to go to breakfaft with what appetite 
he could. 

*' Nor were her threats in vain $ fhe went 
dire£Uy to a lawyer, by whofe advice £be todc 
fiich meafures as oblig^ her huiband to cpm-» 
pound matters with her, and give her fuch a 
fettleoieiit (a^ he did not chafe cohabitation} 
as enabled hpr to pay the debt of gratitude, and 
keep dieife now who bad kept her ia former 
^ays. 

<< This afiair broke 9$ all hi,$ theatrical vqrt 
neSions, and Mt him as much at a lofs what to 
do with himfelf as he had been when he firft 
esttcr^ m<tQ them. But tlie death of his father, 
of whidi he received the account juft as he had 
concludeol this tran&i^ions freed him frocii thi$ 
imcertmnty, and engaged him in purfuits pf a 
^uite diflFerent nature* frpip th^fe he h^ hitherto 
followed* 

CHAP. IX. 

Mr- ^MGPkKChjsi'B, commences ftaufmfin. Signai 
inftances •/. rninifUrial confidence and favmr% 
A common change. The conduSf of a patriot* 

*« ^Tp H E death of his father put Mr. Sugar^ 
X, ,cane (for he muil no longer be called 
.by the fapniliar title of fquire) in pofTeflion of 
;facfa an immenfe fortune, that be immediately 
jConfidered himfelf as one of the pillars of the 
ftite s and looking on every thing elfe as be- 

neativ 
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Utath hb dignity and importance, devoted htm«> 
felf entirely to the care of nations. 

^' In purfuance of this refolution, be waited 
direSly on the minifter, aad difplaying his own 
confequence in the ilrongeft coiours, inibrmed 
him of his defire to become a member of the 
ienate, and oilered him his fervice in the moft 
unlimited terms. 

*< The minifter^ whom long experience had 
taught to read the human heart, immediately 
law what ufe he might make of fucb an ofFbr^ 
from fo iknguine a volunteer. Accordingly he 
thanked him for the honour^ of his friendmip 
in the moft polite manner, encouraged him ia 
fo laudable a defign, and treated him with fuch 
a refpe£tful intimacy, as quite won his iballow 
heart. 

^ As ibon therefore as he was fatisfied that 
he had him fecure, he told him one day, witb 
an air of the higheft fati&&dk>n, tbat be now 
had an opportunity of ihewing him the confi* 
dence he bad in him, and at t&& iame tim^ pro^ 
curing him that rank in the ftate which he de* 
ferveo, by getting him returned for one of hi» 
boroughs. 

Mr. Sugar^am^s joy at this news may eafilv 
be conceived ; he thanked him in the warmejQ: 
terms of gratitude for fo great a favour ; and 
on the mintfter^s expreffing fome concern for 
the expence which might poffibly attend an op* 
pofition that was deligned againft his intereft, 
declared the ftrongeft contempt for fuch paultiy 
confiderations^, and inilfted on the honour of 
defraying the whole himielf. 

^'^ Accordin^y he went dire£^Iy down to the 
borough, where be entered on toe complicated 

bufmefs 
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bufinefs of ele£):ioneering Svith fuch fpirit, and 
carried it on at fo profufe an expence, that his 
opponents were glad to fubmit to the minifter's 
terms, which they had abfolutely rcjefted be- 
fore, to avoid the vexation and diigrace of being 
foHed by a flfratag'em. 

- ** It may be thought that his being made a 
property of in fo notorious a manner,, would 
have made him fee his folly ;• butit was no fuch 
thing. Far from being offendedV.he took it as 
an inftance of the higheft confidfencc in his 
friendfhip, on the minifter^s reprefisnting to 
him, that the bufinefs of the ft'ate could not have 
been carried on without giving him up for that 
time^ and promifing to make him ample amends 
on a< more favourable occafion-. 

** Grofs as this impofition was, he blindly fub*» 
mitted to it feveral times fucceffivery, cajoled by 
siflurances of friendfhi^ and artful hints of havihg 
his fervices rewarded m the'cnd* by a peerage. 
- ** He lived thus upon air for feveral years, 
fquandering more in purfuit of a {hadow than 
the acquifition of the fubftance could ever poffi- 
bly refund him. At length, however, his eyes 
-were opened ;; and he faw the abufe he had fuf- 
Hired m the mofl: mortifying light : but inftead 
of being- cured of his madnefs, it only gave it 
another turni Hie diredlly commenced patriot, 
in the prefent fence of the word, declaiming 
againft the minifter and his meafures, with as 
much vehemence and heat as he had declaimed 
Tor them before ; and lavifhing his fortune as 
^j^rofufely, inoppoHtion to his ihtereft, as he: bad 
formerly done to fupport it. 
' " Evident as the motives of thiis change were, 
the giddy multitude fuffered tbemfelves to be 

deceived 
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deceived by it ', or rather indeed, they received 
it as a colour to palliate the abfurdity of their 
confiding in him, and jufiify their taking the 
bribes with which he buys them. 

** On this fyftem he proceeds now, undif- 
couraged by the many difappoinments he has 
;net with, ^nd the difficulties into which fuch 
comploiateddiffipation of his fortune, immenfely 
great.as it was, has thrown his afiairs. In his 
prefent attempt, it is true, he has a profpe£b of 
fucceis : but how far this will anfwer his ex* 
pe<Siation of making him happy, or. what ufe 
even he will make of it, the leaft experience of 
human lifefufficiently fhews. —But I fee an un-» 
ekiinefs in your looks. If I have faid anything 
that you do not comprehend, fpeak your doubt 
with freedom, and I will refolve it with pleafure." 
. " This condefcenfion (anfwered I) O moft 
benevolent fpirit ! is agreeable to the excellence 
of thy. nature; and I were unworthy of the fa^ 
Vour. you oiFer, if I let a falfe modeny, a proud 
reluctance to ihew' my ignorance, prevent my 
accepting it. It is moft .true, that yoii have 
faid fome things which I cannot, uf^derftand the 
meaning of. You fay he commenced a patriot, 
in the prefeht fenfe of the word. Can any word 
be plainer ? Or what fenfe but the obvious na-» 
tural one can it be taken in ?'* : 
, ** Your inexperience, in the ways of the 
world, (replied he with afmiile) leads you into 
this difficulty. Your notions are all merely fpe-^ 
culativ^, formied on refle£lidri;and hot on obfer- 
vation. You confer things as thev ought tot 
be, fuppofing man to a£t upon the prmciples of 
reafon, not as fhey are, under fb contrary a di« 
refti^n :;^nd this nuft^p of the merely learned^ 

is 
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is the caufe of tbe ve]r)r.little fervics whibh Bieit» 
woxks do in the world. 

^ A: patriot^ in tlie original and propep 
meaning of tbe word^ is the noUeft title- ^7faicll; 
can be giren; to man ; and includes erery virttke^ 
moral, focialy and civil. Bat io entirely is the 
ufe oEmords^ cfaianged widi the courfe of things^ 
that flttpped of every idea wliich can deferve 
Ttfy^Gty it implies only a factious oppefer of 
tbe meafures>of the courts who pietends a re- 
gard to the public wel£atre, to gain tbe conii'* 
dence of the people, and. make himfelf of fuf- 
£cent confequence to be admitted to a ibare of 
the fpoil which he declaims againft. (You 
are to obferve that I fpaak in the generals 
That there are; fon&etimes men wiioroulyde* 
fecvei the: tide in its midft exalted : fenfe, and 
poflefs every virtue which' they make profefflon 
ofy I will not deny ; but they are too few t<l 
place in oppofitioaito the multitude; and the 
exception only proves the ituk.) You hesttd 
with what vehemence My^-^^affan^^hanangoed 
againft the mifiifier, .aocufin^ him of befiraying 
dib interefts^ and oper-turning the conftitutloa 
df his country, and founding his own preten** 
fion« to merit witfe the pubHc on tbe eflFeS^al 
means he defined to 0>ake ufe of, to defeat fuch 
pernicious defigns. /Thefe profeffions you fee 
have been fucce(^ul ; bow far they were fincere, 
there is a icene juft opening which will ihfomr 
you/' 

The crowd by this time was diiper fe<^ fatis« 
6^d with what they had got, or expefling no 
more thenj and the caiMidate wa$ retirol to 
ei^ hk fuccefs with a few (AeSt friends. But 
fcarce W4s he featedj^ vikm be- received- woid^ 

that 
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4iat a ftrange gendeman wanted to ^^eak wld^ 
khn in private that, moment. 

Mr. Sugarcane imagined that it was one of 
his opponents, who was coming over to him^ 
and wanted to make terms ; and therefore gave 
dire^ons to have him (hewn into his dofet, 
whither he foon followed him; but what wa^ 
his furprisse to fee that it was a friend of die mi- 
nifter's whom he well knew to be in the greateft 
confidence widi him. 

As foon as the common compliments of ci-* 
vility were paid, *< You wonder probably. Sir, 
(faid die (hanger) at this vifit from me^ but the 
motive of it wiil excufe the ahruptnefs. I come 
fo propofe an* aecommodation between you and 
the ttlinifiier. The neceffity of a^irs obliged 
him- to treat you with an appearance of unkind^ 
nefs $ Intt that is nowover, and he is willing to 
make vimi amends." 

«* Amends, Sir ! ^anfwcred Mr. Sugarcanti 
witK an haughty air) I do notunderftand you. 
I hate diicovered theiniquity, the danger of th^ 
minifliejr'^ defijg;ns, and am* determined to defeat 
them. I feorn any aecommodation mih the 
enemyof my country.*' 

** This way of talfcing. Sir, (interrupted die 
other) may do very well amongft a crowd of 
drunken voters, but to me it is nonfenfe. If 
jou. will deferve the minifter's friendfliip, it 
IS offered to you ; if not, he is not afraid of you. 
He is fufficienrdy acquainted with the praditces 
by which you ha^e carried 7our point here ; 
and you know ^hat an appearance they will 
have before the committee upon a petition." 

The mention of a petition threw Mr. Sugar^ 
ione lAto evident confufionj as be was confcious 

of 



44 THE REVERIE. 

^f'tl^e' illegality of his proceedings. This the 
gentleman inftantly obferved, and refolving to 
take the advantage of it, '^ My meflage. Sir, 
(faid he in a peremptory tone) requires nota mo- 
ment's condderation. in a word, will you, or 
will you not, be the minifter's friend ? This is 
the Jaft time you will be aflced." 
. ** On what terms ? (anfwered Mr. Sugar-' 
^aney faultering, and ev^n blufhing at his own. 
bafenefs)" '* On the terms you have fo often 
propofed,. (replied the ftranger)" " How Sir ! 
I propofe terms to the minifter !" (interrupted 
Sugarcane with an air of furprize and difdain) I 
do not underfland you. Sir. I ^yould have you 

to know. Sir" " Look you, Sir, (faid the 

ftranger dryly) this way of talking fignifies no- 
thing, as I ooferved to you before ; nor have I 
much time to ftay. You have folicited, fre- 
quently and. earueftly folicited for a particular 
place: ()ray. Sir, what was this, but implicitly 
offering your fervice to the minifter, if he would 
give you that place ? Now, Sir, that very place 
is vacant, and at your fervice, provided you will 
write the minifter word, exprefsly and pofitive- 
ly to prevent miftakes, that you will fupport hi^ 
intereft, in every thing required of you, without 
leferve : and I would recommend it tQ you to 
confider, whether you^a^e like to get fo miich by 
oppoftng him. In the mean, time,, to fecure 
your intereft with your eled^ors, be confents that 
you (hall abufe him as much aAd as grofsly as 
you pleafe." 

Mr., Sugarcane feemed to hefitate for a few 
moments, and then reaching his hand to the 
gentleman, *' Give my compliments to our 
friend, (f^id h^) and tell hipi be naay depend 
-, ' upon 
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upon me. I never was his enemy, farther than 
my intereft required, and now he has gained that 
to his fide> he has gained me al(b." 

He then fat down to write the letter required 
of him, to prevent his forgetting that he' had 
made terms; as foonas he had nniflied which^ 
the ftranger departed, to avoid fufpidon, and 
yiT.Sugarcane returned to his company, where 
he profeiled patriotifm,' and lailed at the mini- 
fter with greater rage and vehemence than ever. 
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7]^^ htftory of a iobleny wha would corre^ the times. 
The heft way. to. win the hearts of the mob. He 
e/vef'-a^s his parfy and is turned out as a 
wrangler, 

SO glaring a' reprefentation. of human folly 
overwhelhied me with < confufion. I was 
alhamed of participating, :in a common nature, 
with fuch mpnfters of abfurdiQr, and turned 
away difgufted from the odioufly ridiculous 
fcene. 

The ipirit read the fentiments of my hearty 
and fmiling with ineiFable contempt, refumed 
his difcourfe in thefe word9 : < ' 

<* Your vanity is offelided at this tftory, as if 
it refle(^ed any difgrace upon yourfelf. This 
is another inftance of the folly of man, to think 
his confequence fo extenfive, as to be affected 
by any thing^ not immediately levelled at him. 
Carelefs of deferving praife himfelf, his pride 
is piqi4ed at the reproof ofieriBdi^o others; 

but 
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btttiathisheoaly betrays his joma infinnitiesii 
No snan was everhurted at heariae; a fault re« 
proved of which he was not gmty himfelf* 
Theconfcious heart is eafily alarmed. His too 
icady feoiibility takes the imputation that was 
never meant, and;turAs general fattre into par- 
ticular, rqiroach. 

As for >ine, think not diat I t2kt. pliKiAire in 
paindog things worfe than! they really are. If 
the piSure . is diiagreeaUe the^ £iult is in the 
original ; I copy nature, and am equally above 
flattery and abufe. You muft therefore drop 
this review, if you are diflatisfied with truth ia 
its genuine colours.'' 

^^ Have conipaffion, gracious Spirit, (an* 
iwered I, .with a moft xeipe&ful obeifance) 
ontheweaknois.of my nature,rnor impute to 
pride .the .eSc£!t of ihame. I felt the force of 
that ridicule, to which you held up fuch egre- 

tious follies, and hope to receive this advantage 
omit, that I fhaD never fall into the likM 
myfelf. Continue therefore the infbuftive pic- 
ture, and your fervant ,fliall join in the homft 
laugh you raife, even though it be againft him* 
fclf.*' 

The humility and candour of thi^ dedara* 
don removed tte Spirit's difpleafure, and he 
proceeded.' ^^ Nothing fliews folly in a more 
contemptible light, (faid he) than it's beine re- 
peatedly duped hv the firaie deceit. Of all the 
pretences wliich nave impofed upon the credu« 
Uty of mankind, this of patriotifnv has been 
ofteneft ufed. The realbn is evident ; the 
whdie fyftem of human politics is fuch a med- 
ley pf folly and cwruption, even under the 
wifefk adminiftrations, that if a fupertor power 

did 
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did ^Aot conftantly inieF|>or^, tQ 4i&ppc(iiit tbe 
deepeft defigns of imn^caad obviate tfane effcds of 
his wiTdom^ the very iEkce of n^tuiie would be 
changed^ and .all her works overwhelmed in 
confufion and ruin. 

*^ Obfervation of 4hi& umnteffrupted fisries of 
errors and oiisfortunes, -without attention to the 
ibjurce of theai) gives ^ght to Ihe olaoiDtirs of 
every felf-<led^ xefoim^s 9gaifift thofeim|)oweri 
and nudces the gidj^y multitude liften;to his fye*- 
cious promiies of feared, as a drowning iperfon 
catches even atafiraw; their conftant di^p- 
pointments not 4a thi? lepfl; abating their crei- 
duliity, J 

^^ Nor h ^i^^^oi^'^f rfs^Jtming confined to 
ihe -hij^er ranks -of life^ where afRuence may 
ieem to.give a title to idleness, and flatter ^ ami- 
bition with a prpfpef): of fuccefe. The meaneft 
mechanic will undertake to mend theftate; 
and iUie can but haraiigue with noife and viru- 
Jencf, will find* fqols ^pf all denominations ip 
iiften to what he fays. 

. <^ ^n mftance of this oaaiy be worth attending 
.to ; and food^T little yill^e,.at this verytime^ 
affords one of am(^'ftrikii)g nature. Obferve 
that man, fitting in all the mimic pomp of ftate, 
and harragguing to ^the^^gpping crowd around 
,him, with all the fSk&eii >9gitation and vefae* 
mence of voice andg^flure of a canting. player, 
;tearinga pai&on to pieces .on the^A^ge. LiAsh 
to him but a moment, and yqu .will find him 
.utterly ignorant 6f ev^ry jrule of fpeech, .as 
well as. eMeiy principle *of reafoniog,. conti- 
nually conumtti^g, bhiifiders in «ach beneath a 
. man of r fi^& tO' uiiiter, .andfwhichi none.but per- 
fons under. .th^ ilfWgl^ft i^^aeiof intoxkaitan 

could 
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could hearken to, without difguft and contempt. 
Yet by thcfc very harangues, frothy, extrava- 
gant, and blundering as they are, has he arifeft 
to the ftate of coniequence in which you now 
behold him. 

<* He was bred a cobler, and worked at his 
trade for fome years in that very village with 
tolerable credit: but nature having unluckily 
given him fome vivacity of parts, without any 
prudence to d\re& them^ he.foon grew weary of 
working, and fpent all his time in railing at the 
pacifh-officerS) and accuiing them of number- 
Icb abufes in the performance of their feveral 
duties. 

<* This naturally drew a crowd every , mar- 
]cet<-day about his ftall, to whom he fet forth 
the public grievances in fo pathetic a manner, 
and with fuch ftrong intimations of his own 
integrity and ability to redrefs them, if they 
would put the power in his hands, that they 
promifed to chufe him churchwanlen at the 
next veftry. 

*' Intoxicated with diis fuccefs, he imme- 
diately enlarged his plan, and ventured to<at^ 
tack the fteward of the manor, for having (as 
he alledged) encroached upon the common, 
and extorted exorbitant fees in the courfe of 
his o£Sce. Nor did he fliew greater refped to 
the lord himfelf, but had tUe alTurance to charge 
him directly with couhtenancine his ftewarors 
oppreffions, and deiigmng to deftroy the court- 
rolls and turn all the tenants out of their 
farms ; and for fear thefe charges fhould be re- 
futed, he involved in them every one in the 
- pariih who had any opportunity of knowing 
the truths and tp invalidate tiiieir- teftiotony, 
' and 
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and deprive them of all refped, branded them 
and their families with the moft atrocious crimes, 
publilhing every private calumny that malice 
had ever invented, and raking up the afhes of 
the dead for fcandal and defamation. 

<' Such a conduct foon won the hearts of 
the mob, as it puUcd down thofe above theiXi to 
their own level. Accordingly he became their 
idol to fuch a degree, that they implicitly be- 
lieved every word he fatd, and Tefolved unani- 
moufly to fupport him at the approaching vcftry. 

** But he had over-adled his part, and in th^ 
warmth of his pafHon provoked the better part. 
of the pariihioners fo much, by his perfonal re- 
flexions and afoufe, that before he could be 
eleded, he was prefented in the court-leet as 
a common difturber, and condemned to be fet 
in the {locks for a public example. 

<* Though in the heat of his patriotifm he, 
had often braved danger, and boailed that he 
would bear anyperfecution, rather than defert 
his friends, in fuch a glorious caufe ; when it 
came to the teft, his refolution failed him, and 
he manfully ran away to the county-town, 
where, as he was out of the power of his perfe- 
cutors, whofe fubordinatejurifdiflion was con- 
fined to their own pariih, and could not reach 
him there, he gallantly bade them defiance, and 
renewed his abufe, railing at them with all the 
rancour of impotent refcntment. 
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CHAP. XI. 

He rifes in life but cannot leave off his eld tricks^ 
A repulfe overturns bis patriotifmj-wbicb is again 
renewed by another. The great advantage of a 
certain qualky^ generally decried^ but as generally 
pra^ifed. 

<< A S be had nothing, to fupport him but 
£\^ what he earned by his trade, which he 
had alio greatly negle<^ed ever fince he had 
turned reformer, to the no fmall embarraflment 
of his private aiFairs, he had reafon to ap, 
prebend all the miferies of want, on his remo- 
val into a ftrange place. 

<< But his friends relieved him from his fears 
and generoufly fubfcribed their (hillings a-piece 
to buy him a new fuit of ctoaths, and fet him 
up in a ihoe- maker*s (hop ; for he was above 
cobling any longer, and had been made free of 
the gentle craft for a pot of beer, and a fine 
fpeech or two, in one of the little corporation- 
towns he pafled through in his travels. 

<< The racket that had been made about him 
drew fo many cuftomers to his (bop, that he 
was in a fair way of earning honeft bread, if 
he could have kept himfelf quiet, and applied 
diligently to his work ; but the itch of reform- 
ing had taken fuch faft hold of him, that he 
could not help meddling with other people^s 
concerns, every where he went. 

•* Accordingly 
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.. '^ Accordingly in fome little time after he 
was fettled in the country-town, he took an op* 
porfunity one day, when the principal inhabi* 
tants were, met together at a charity-feaft^ to, 
prefent them with a full accouut qf all the 
great things he had promifed and propofed do«, 
ing in his own pari(h, had he not unluckily 
been driven out of it, which he had got an 
attorney's clerk to write out fair for him, in a 
fair hand, and on gilt paper, and kindly offer* 
ed his fervice in the fame manner to them. 

*^ But they had heard his chara^r before^ 
and judging that they could get nothing but 
trouble by admitting fuch a wrangler among 
them, prudently declined his offer, and return* 
ed him his paper. 

** It muft be imagined that fuch an indignity 
provoked his wrath to the higheft degree -, but 
he thought proper to fupprefs it, in a jgreat 
meafure for fear of difoblking fome of hia 
cuftomers ) and fo only expoffulateid mildly with 
them iaftead of flying out into fcurrility and 
abufe, as he had done on the former occ^on. 

*' This rebuff damped the ardour of his pub- 
lic fpirit fo far, that there happening to be a 
law fuit at that time between that town and the 
next, about the bounds of their feveral com* 
mons on a barren heaih, and all the inhabitants 
not agreeing in their opinions of the town- 
clerk's manner of carrying it on, and applying 
the, revenues of the corporation, as is always 
the cafe, in fuch affairs, he refolved to change 
fides, as all great men have done, and oiier 
him that afCftance which the others had be- 
fore refufed to take, againfl him. 

D 2 <« To 
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** To this purpofe he drew up a pompous 
epiftle, which he got the ichoolmafier of the 
town to write out fair, and corred the fpe]ling 
of; and putting on his Sunday coat, went to 
deliver it himfeRi as the fureft meflcnger ; but 
the town clerk not being at home, he was 
forced to leave it with nis maid, faying he 
would call next morning for an anfwer. 

*' He went accordingly in the higheft ex- 
pe£l;ation ; but you may judgd what was his 
difappointment, when he was told, that it was 
itnpoffible for him to fee his worfhip, his ihoes' 
being juft then carried to the cobler's to be 
mended, fo that he could not come down ftairs 
to him. 

<^ A wife man is never dejeAed at a difap- 
pointment, and often turns a misfortune tohis axi- 
vantage in the end. Our hero thought this an ex- 
cellent opportunity for getting his worfhip's cuf- 
tom in the way of his trade ; from which he pro- 
mifed himfelf more folid advantage, than any 
he could expedl from his iirft fcheme. As foon 
as he received this account therefore, he went 
direflly home and prepared another epiftle, in 
which he informed his worfhip, that hearing he 
had had the misfortune the day before to have 
one of his ihoes rip, he thought it his duty to 
inform him, that he had difcovered a method 
of mending (hoes, that cffe&udlly fecured them 
from fuch accidents ever after, which he was 
ready to praSife upon his woi (hip's or even to 
communicate to his cobler, whenever he pleafed 
to confult with him upon the affair. And as a 
proof of the excellence of this ' invention, he 
farther told him, that he had tried it with great 
fuccefs upon his own ihoes^ which had been 

made 
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made *of fuch bad fluff originally, that they 
were buriling out every moment ; fo that he 
was generally confined two days in the week, 
patching them up, before he had the good forr 
tune to make this difcovery -, fince which they 
flood fo well, that he did not fear but they 
would lafl out their time with fatisfadion : 
and laflly, to enhance the value of thi^ offer, 
he added in a poflfcript, that he was the cobler 
who had been driven out of fuch a village, by 
the malice of a parcel pf fcoundrels, and now 
kept a fboemaker's fhop in that town, where 
be did not doubt but his talent of fpeaking would 
be as fe'rviceable to his worfhip, by bringing 
over the mob to his fide, as it had been terrible 
to the others. 

*' This letter alfo he carried himfelf, as he 
had done the former ; and to encourage the 
maid to deliver it carefully to her mafler, gave 
her a pinch of fnufFout of his own box, telling, 
her, as before, that he would call again for an 
anfwer. 

*^ But cunningly as this fchcme was laid, the 
fuccefs fell quite fhort of his expectation ; for 
the next time he called, the maid returned him 
both his letters, telling him that her mafler 
thanked him for his kind ofFers, but had no oc- 
cafion for them at that time ; and was beiide fo 
very bufy jufl then, that he could not have the 
pleafure of taking a cup of ale with him, but 
ihould be glad of his company fome other day« 

'* It is impoffible to exprcfs the rage into 
which this affronting repulfe threw him. He 
returned dire<EHy to hi? former principles of pa- 
triotifm, and railed at the town-clerk with as 
much virulence as the moil interefled of his 
enemies. D 3 ** Though 
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Though modefty is a virtue praifecf hy 
every body, the quality diredly oppofite to it is 
much oftener fuccefsful in the world. This 
was exadly the cafe whh this perfon. There 
was nothing, however defperate, in the way of 
his trade, that he would not undertake, and 
promife to perform with the greateft confidence, 
not in the leaft difcouraged or abafhed by the 
many mifcarriages he met with. It muft be 
acknowledged, at the fame time, that by thus 
ludifcrrminately undertaking every thing, h^ 
fometimes happened to cobble up a breach, 
which much abler hands would never have at- 
tempted. 

^' But this was far from proving his having 
any real merit, any fuperior fkill in his trade, or 
recommending him to the cuftom of perfons of 
prudence and confideration ; as among fuch a 
number of attempts, it was next to impoffible 
butfomefiioutd fucceed. However, he plumed 
himfelf upon every accidental inftance of fuc- 
cefs, as if he was the only one who.underftood 
any thing of his buiinefs; and though he was 
no better than an interloper, as one may fay, 
himfelf, and had never ferved a regular appren- 
ticeihip to the trade, he treated all his brethren 
with the utmoft contempt and abufe, calling 
them ignorant pretenders, and blundering fools, 
who knew nothing of the bufinefs they pro- 
fefled. 

*' Though this conduct naturally difgufted 
every perfon of fenfe, the unthinking (hallow 
crowd was pleafed with it ; and taking his 
abufe of the reft of the craft, for a proof of 
his own fuperior fkill, fo many of them brought 
their (hoes to his (hop to be mended, that he 

made 
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made a fliift to live tolerably well ; which was 
inorethan he could have expe£bd, had he mo- 
deftly waited to be recommended by his merit, 
and not proclaimed his own praifes in this 



manner.'* 



CHAP. XIL 

LuckisalL He returns home^ and triumphs over 
bis enemies. Great difcovertes in philofophy. 
History concluded^ and himfelf left in a fog. 

*• TT is an old obfervation, that one lucky hit, 
Jl no matter how accidental or improbable, 
oftener makes a man's fortune, than the beft con- 
certed fcheme or greateft merit. Of this the 
hero of our tale had the happinefs to be a moft 
fignal inftance. 

" One of the prmcipal gentlemen of his own 
village happening to tear his (hoe quite acrofs 
one day when he was a great way from home, 
fent for feveral of the moft eminent coblers and 
ihoemakers of the place to try to have it mended, 
but after many unfuccefsful attempts, they all 
pronounced it beyond the reach of their art, to 
make it ever do again. 

** As it was quite a new (hoe, this gave the 
gentleman a good deal of vexation, and coming 
to the town where this perfon lived in his way 
home, he was prevailed upon to apply to him. 
Though his former knowledge of him gave htm 
but a mean opinion of his (kill, as the cafe was 
defperate he thought it no great matter to try 
what he could do; accordingly he fent for him, 

D 4 who 
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who no fooner faw the (hoe, and heard in 
what manner the others had attempted to mend 
it, than he at once pronounced them botches 
in his ufual ftile^ and, without the leaft heiita* 
tion, undertook to fet it to rights ; which he had 
the good luck to do (o efFe£luaIly, that the gen- 
tleman not only gave him half a crown for his 
trouble (which hy the bye, many thought to be 
more than the moe was worth the firft day) but 
alfo recommended him to all his acquaintances, 
fo that he -had as much bufxnefs as he could pof- 
fibly da 

'^ Could he have been contented, he was now 
in a fair way of doing very well j but the old 
lord of the manor where he had formerly lived 
happening to die, he prevailed upon this gen*- 
tleman to ufe his intereft with the heir to have 
the prefentmen^ of the court-leet withdrawn, 
and on obtaining his requeft left the bufinefsof 
his {hop, and went back to his old trade of bar* 
ranguing the mob, which he did fo fuccefsfully, 
that at the next veftry they bore down the gentry 
by their numbers, and chole him church- warden, . 
in fpite of all oppoiition. 

^^ In this fituation you behold him at prefent, 
boafting to his infatuated followers what great 
things he defigns to do, for the good of the pa- 
rifli. But all this eafe and confidence in his 
words and looks are nothing but a(Fe£lation and 
grimacej He is fcnfible, rtow his having ob* 
tained the ifnmediate objtSt of his ambition has 
given bin) time to think, that he has climbed to 
the highdEl pinnacle of his popularity, from 
whence he muft inevitably foon fall) ^^^ i< 
abfolutely out of his power to perform the leaft 
part of his fine promifes to bis deluded party, 

who 
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who will therefore hate and defpife him as ve- 
hemently as they admired him before, the mo- 
ment they find their difappointment. 

^^ Much as a confcious apprehenflon of this 
allays the pleafure of his prefent fuccefs, there is 
another reileAion which comes nearer to his 
heart, and fills him with fears of a flili feverer 
nature. 

*' Tho\igh thebufinefsofhislhop, after that 
lucky accident of fetting the gentleman's (hoe to 
rights^ was much more profitable to him than he 
had any reafon to have expected, the natural 
reilleflnefs, and vanity of his temper prevented 
his making the proper advantage of his good for- 
tune, and providiilg f9rareverfe,by prudent ceco- 
nomy : fo that all the horrors of want already be- 
gan to ilaire him in the face, as he can never ex- 
ptSt the fame fuccefs where he is at prefent, the 
better fort of people having, mofl of them taking 
juft offence at theinfolence of his prefent beha- 
viour, as well as his former ^bufe, and having be- 
fidc no opinion of his fkill in his trade, and his 
own party being too poor to afford him any pro- 
fit by their cu£bm. 

<' Nor is this all. Provoked at the felf-fuffi- 
ciency and arrpgance with which he affe£ts to 
look down upon all his brethren of the craft, the 
worfhipful company in the village where he now 
lives have unanimoufly entered into a refolution 
never to confult with him, on any of the affairs 
of their bufinefs, fuch as fixmg the price of lea- 
ther and hog's briflles, and many other things of 
equal importance, without he will fubmit to 
be examined in tl^ terms of their myftery, which 
would not be likely to prove much to his credit, 
as he never ferved an apprenticefhip to the bufi^ 

D 5 »e6 
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nefs to learn them as they did ; (o that he wilT 
be left to trade entirely upon his own judgment, 
which, befide the hazard and difcredit of it, wilP 
alfo lofe him many a good job, is there are feve- 
ral people fo fond of aftingwith due delibera- 
tion, that they will not have a crack in an old^ 
(hoe cobled without fummoning half a dbzen of 
the mo{l eminent of the craft, to confult upon the 
.matter. 

** His freedom of the trade in general they 
do not deny, but, by a bye law of their own cor- 
poration, they have this power of rcfufmg to- 
confer with, him, which they arc determined to* 
cxert^ 

'* It may be thought that then' acting in this- 
manner betrays a prej^udicc beneath >fuch a grave- 
and reputable fociety ; but the truth Is, they have- 
abundant reafon to juftify their proceedings. 

** To gstin a. reputation on hisiirft fettin^. 
up the (hoe-makihg trade^ he had ventured, 
hap-hazard to aflert many things which were 
contrary to the common praSice of his bre- 
thren, and reflefted ' great dlfhonour on them,^ 
for having followed fuch abfurd opmions fo- 
long- 

" The prihcipalof tKofe, and'that which he 
had the greateft ftrefs upon, was a new disco- 
very he pretended -^to have made of the caufe of 
fome particular water*s* tanning ajjis^hides bet^ 
ter tlian others^ The fadl had Ibng been 
known to the wholfe crafty who managed tbcir 
bufinefs accordirrgly,^ and fent their wares tcr 
tbofe places, fatisfied' with the efFeft^ without- 
giving themfelve§ the troublfe of enquiring inta 
the caufe. 

«* But 
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*^ But he looked upon this as beneath his fa- 
gacity. He wrote a book, in which he demon- 
ftrated by many learned arguments and curious 
experiments, that watir was water and not fire\ 
and to give the greater weight to this important 
difcovery, he made a parade of going to all the 
tanners yards about the country, where he raked 
in the mud and filth of the common fhores^ till 
he was almoft fu£R)cated by the flench \ and then 
proved to the entire fatisfa£tion of the ignorant 
croud that flood gaping at him, that V)i fcum 
which fiuck to the fides ifthejbores was no longer 
fioating in the water^ and branded all his brethren 
of the craft with his familiar titles of ffiols and 
blockheads.^ for not having found out this impor- 
tant fecret before. 

^ Such an opinion was beneath an anfwen 
But though his brethren did not think it worth 
their whife to enter into a dispute about nothing 
with one who gave pofitive afTertions for proofs^ 
and anfwered rational arguments with pedbnal 
reflexions, they refolyed to take the firfl fair op- 
portunity ofhumbling his pride, and fiiewing the 
world their contempt of him, which they have 
now done in a manner that be will not eafily get 
over. 

'* You now fee what a poor profpe£l he has 
of bufinefs in his trade, fufficient ta fupport him 
in the flate he afTumes ; but this is not his only 
diflrefs. The common inotive of patriots fm is 
the price for which a man can fell himfelf and 
his party^ to the lord, or fleward of the manor, 
whom he was raifed on purpofe to of^fe* 
This price is always in proportion to the oppo- 
iition, which it is in the patriot's power to 
give. 

•^ But 
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' ^^ But tinluckily for tbis peifon, his whote 
confequence depends upon the adiiual exertion 
of that oppofition, and muil inevitably ceafe 
the moment he attempts to drop it. This the 
flevtrard knows ^s well as htmfeif ; {a that hi» 
hopes from that quarter are efFeifluatly cut off, 
fhould hts poverty prompt him to make the bafe 
attempt." 

CHAP. XIIL 

An odd Uuay of exprejjing favour or dijlike* Tht 
hijiory of TrtJL CoBLfiH matched by that of h. 
Crier. 

•* T SHOULD Jmaginc (faid I, perceiving that- 
X. my gtitde had nntflied his account of the 
cobler) that he has fomething to fear mord ilih- 
mediately than want, which in a great meafure 
obviates the danger of that.. 
' " You fay his deluded party wHl defpife hlm> 
Will they not do more ? Will they not be pro- 
voked by fuch egregious abufe^ to, take pcrfonal 
reve^nge ? To pull down his houfe over his hcad». 
and bury him in the ruins? or tear him limb 
from limb, the firft time they catch him in the 
ftreets ? the mob is capable of any outrage^ and 
here they have an appearance of peafon to juftify 
whatever they do. 

• " I think hfs cafe is really defperatc, and that 
the oniy hope he can have of efcaping is to fly 
once more to the county town, and foUoW his 
trade. His ambition muft be pretty well cooled 
by this time, and therefore he will be able to 

, apply 
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apply diligently to his work, and may poffibly 
earn an honeft and comfortable livelihood." 

'* To unexperienced reafon (anfwered the 
fpirit) your remark appears juft. But better 
knowledge of the ways of man fbews that fuch 
fear is quite unnecei&iry. Did the people ex- 
prefe their refentment in the manner you men- 
tion, it is moft certain that they would not be 
fo often abufed as they are by pretended patri- 
ots. An example or two of the kind would 
effectually put a flop to that trade, how lucra- 
tive foever it is, which would be a real advan- 
tage to the community ki general. But the re- 
medy might be attended with confequences more 
dangerous than the difeafe. Would the mols 
if once permitted to take the power thus into 
their own hands, never rife but on fuch occa^ 
fions i would they lay it down when their end 
is anfwered, and go no farther t would not the 
beft members of die ftate be involved in the 
fame danger, on every mifcarriage in their mea- 
fiires, though impoffible to have been prevented 
by human means. \ The mob is a many-hea<]ed 
monfter, that muft be kept in fubje.£Uon, .or i|^ 
will becometbe moft infuportable c^ all tyrants. 
It knows no meam and therefore muft not be 
trufted with power. 

<' But as to thefe people, they have been fo 
often impofed upon in this manner before, that 
the abufe is become familiar to them, and they 
will not even feel it after the firft moment, and" 
ihen ^oo their refentment will fpend itfelf in 
fcurrility and invedlivcs, levelled ofcener againft 
faults in the perfon's private charadler, than his 
abufe of them* 

** Indeed 
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Indeed tiothing can be mor^ ridiculotrs 
than the manner in which they exprefs their 
fentiments on fuch occafions. ff^ile a man 
' is their favourite^ they are continually getting drunk 
with drinking his healthy when he is out offavmt 
with them they get drunk with drinking his confu^ 
Jion \ a bumper toaft in either cafe being the high- 
eft, and often the only mark of their approbation 
or diflike. 

*< Nay fo far are tfaey from harbouring a dan- 
gerous refentment^ even for the groiTeft ill-ufage 
of this kind, that, if the party has procured 
money enough to give them plenty of drink 
by the very Tale of themfelves, they forget all 
that has happened, and flock to him, with as 
much pleafure as if he were their greateft bene- 
fador. 

** Strange as this condu£l may appear, every 
day's experience furnifhes inftances of it ; but 
of the many which mark the character of the 
prefent age, the moft glaring is that of the 
perfbn whom you fee in yonder clofet, fuming 
the enfigns of grandeur from hkn, with an 
air of difTatisfadbony that '{hews their infuffici- 
«ncy to procure their OM^ner bappinefs. His 
whole life is fo ftrong a iatke on this particular 
folly of patriotifm, tluit a (hort view of it caa 
tiot be improper. 

<< He was born in this manor, where his an* 
ceftors, who were but peafants, acquired fo con- 
fiderable a property by their honeft induftry, as 
enabled them to make a better appearance than 
many of the gentry* 

** When he came into poilei&on of his for- 
tune, he lived in fo hofpitable and genteel a 
manner, that he was greatly liked by his neigh- 
bours 
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bours of all ranks, who never fufpeAed that bis 
generoCty was ultimately fubfervient to the moft 
enterprizing ambition ; but a lucky event fecured 
his hopes before they difcovcre<I, and could take 
any meafures to defeat them. 

*' There happened to be at that time a vaea- 
bond-fellow in the next county, who pretended 
a claim to the lord of this manor's whole eftate, 
which he talked of going to law to recover^ ^4 
foon as he could raife money to fupport the fuit, 
for he was hfmfclf very poor, and lived upon 
the charity of one or two great folks, who 
maintained him rather to plague the lord, than 
from any perfonal regard to himfelf, or opinion 
6( thejuftice of his claim. 

*• The lord was convinced of his own right, 
and very well able to fupport it. However, to 
prevent trouble, he gave notice to all his te- 
nants not to give his adVerfary any affiftance on 
pain of forfeiting their leafes, in whichr there 
was a claufe expreisly to that purpofe. 

'^ But this did not. binder (bme defperate fel^ 
lows, who had ran out their fortunes in whoring 
and gaming, or were upon their keeping for 
deer-uealing, and fuch illegal pradices, fromr 
j'orning with him underhand, in hopes that if 
he fliould recover the eftate, he might be eaiily 
prevailed upon, in return for their fervtces, not 
t>n\y to forgive their ofiences, but alfo to rein^ 
flate them in their farms, or grant them leafes 
of thofe which belonged to the friends of hisop» 
ponent. • 

^' Sucli a combination naturally alarmed all 
thofe who were * in the inteteft of the prefent 
ferd, efpecially as it was headed by a very b^ld- 
ipirited turbulent fellow^ one of the priAcipal 

gentry 
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gentry of the parifli,' who had juft before ran 
away with the wife of pne of his neighbours ; 
and therefore, chough he bullied the hufband in- 
to compliance, could not expe<^ to live in quiet 
under a landlord who was remarkably ftrio: in 
the e^^ecution of the laws. ^ 

" This was a fair opportunity for one of fuch 
an enterprizing fpirit as this perfon before us, to 
ingratiate himfelf effe£lually_ with the lord of 
the manor. Nor did he fail to improve it ; for 
putting himfelf at the head of his family, and 
all thofe whom his hofpitality had attached to 
him, he drove that gentleman, great a bully as he 
was, quite out of the parifh. 
• ** So iignal a piece of fervice did not remaia 
long unrewarded. The crier of the court^ket 
happening to die juA then, he was unanimoufly 
chofen into his place the next court-day ; and 
the lord thought him fo firm in his intereft, that 
he not only approved of his tenant's choice, but 
alfo made him ctERK of his own kitchen the very 
Bext vacancy. 

*^ In this (ituation of crier he conduced him-* 
felf with fuch addrefs, that he was able to put 
only tbofe be pleafed on the grand -jury, and by 
that m^ans frequently to pppofe the fleward him* 
felf in tkings whkh he knew to be difagreeable 
to theparim : at the fame time managing mat« 
ters fo art0illy> that be never abfolutety broke^ 
with him, nor gave him reafon fufficient to ju&ify 
his turning him put of his clerkfhip ; having aU 
ways fome plauiible excufe to palliate what be 
did, and jprofeffing the hi^eft fidelity and- at- 
tachment to the lord's fervice, which he took e-« 
ytiy occafipn of promoting, that he thought would 
lK>t injure him^ in the opinioi^ of the people. 

« The 
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*' The popularity and power wbich he acr 
quired by this condu^); was far from being a- 
greeable to many of his neighbours, particu- 
larly of the better fort, who did not like to fee 
a man whom they looked upon as their inferior 
rife over their beads in fuch a manner, that they 
were become no better than mere cyphers in the 

Earilfa, not being able to make a petty confta<- 
le, or get a prefentment for mending ^ road, 
or even making a ftile, without being firfl ob- 
liged to cringe to him for his confent* 

CHAP. XIV. 

« 

Set om knavi to catch another. An inftance ofm^^ 
deration as much out of courfe as in chara^er* 
Theparfon /wallows a fugar^plumby and does 
what be is hid like a good child. 



A T length one of the gentry, a cunning 



old fellow, who knew the world, and 
all its ways well, refolved to try .if he could not 
fupplant him in the favour of the people, by 
making him appear a favourite of the lord's ; 
after which he knew it would not be difficult to 
do his bufinefs with him alfo, who was already 
far from being well pleafed with his condu(ft# 

'' Accordingly, he employed emiiTaries to in- 
finuateto the parifhioners, .when their heads 
were hot with liquor at fairs and wakes, that 
it was imprudent in them, to put themfelves fo 
much in the power of a perfon who held fp 
profitable a place under the lord of the manor 

as 
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as clerk of the kitchen, as he would not iail 
to £ive up their intereft on any great occa- 
iion, for fear of being tuirned out of his employ- 
nient/ 

^* Thefe infinuations foon came to the crier's 
cars, who, without waiting to let the people 
ruminate upon the matter, went among them 
^ire£Uy, as if he knew nothing of what had 
paflcd ; and took occafion to tell them, in the 
courfe of his converfation, that he had accepted 
of the clerkfliip, only that he might be able t» 
ferve them more eflfeclually, by taking care that 
the provifions, which they were obliged by their 
tenures, to fupply for the fupport of the lord's 
houfe, were not embezzled privately by the fer** 
vants, and they put to the expence of more ; 
and, as a proof of the advantage of this care^ 
he aflfured them, that many a time, when the 
lord had given fome of his hungry followers a 
letter to him, to get a bafket of broken victuals, 
he had returned for anfwer, that there was fcarce 
enough for the family, and fo ftnt the beggars 
away witli empty beuies, 

•• This artful turn gave the affair quite an* 
other look. They implicitly, believed every 
word he faid ; fo that he foiled his enemy, cun- 
niifg as he was, at his own weapons, and made 
the attack, defigned to have over- turned him, 
ferve to efiabliib his intereft more firmly. 

^^ But this difappointment did not difcourage 
the other, who now had new motives for ftriving 
to get him out of favour ; for having married 
two of his fons to the fteward's daughters, he 
judged that if he could cofttrivc to have the 
crier turned out, it would not be difficult fbt 
him to get the younger, who was a fine pro- 

mifing 
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fni£n£ lad, and fond of Iivin| at home among 
fais mends, chofen in his ftead ; by which 
means the management of the whole manor 
would come into the hands^of his family, feve- 
ral of his relations, who all depended upon him, 
having good employments under the fteward al- 
ready. 

** But how to efFed this was the queftion ; 
for the crier's popularity feemed fo firmly eftab- 
liibed, that it appeared dangerous even to at* 
tempt any thing againft him. After much de- 
liberation, he refolved, as the method moil 
likely to fucceed, to fet up a rival againft him 
for the people's favour ; and then he did not 
doubt, but their own ficklenefs would foon 
make them quit their old engagements and rea- 
dily enter into new. 

<< Nor was he long at a lofi whom to fix 
upon as moijk proper foi* his defign. The old 
parfbnof the parUh dying fuddenly one dav, juft 
ftfter eating a hearty dinner of pork ana peas- 
pudding, the lord gave the living; to a young 
man, who had lately come into the parifh with 
the fteward. 

** A particular circumftance made this choice 
very difagreeable to many of the principal pa- 
rifhioners. The greateft part of die income of 
the living confifted in the rents of a large quan- 
tity of glube land, which was let out in par- 
cels to feveral people for a certain number of 
years. 

" The leafes, by which thefe farms were 
held, were never fufrered to run out ; for as the 
parfons were only tenants for life, they had ho 
great regard to their fucceilbrs; and'had there- 
fore come into a method of renewing the leafes 

at 



68 THE REVERIE. 

at particular times, in confideration of a ftated ^ 
fum of money, which was clear gain to them. 
By thefe means the tenants looked ^upon the 
lands' as their own inheritance -, and had built 
houfes, and fettled themfelyes upon them ac- 
cordingly. 

** But the late parfon, thinking they had too 
great bargains, refufed to renew their leafes at 
the ufual time, unlefs they would give him 
much higher fines than they had ever given to 
any of his predeceflbrs ; which they refolved 
not to do, imagining that as he was^ very old, 
as well as very avaricious, . the fear of dying 
without getting any thing, would make him ac- 
hate of his demand* 

<' In this manner things ftood for fome year$, 
neither party chufing to comply, when the 
death of the old pacfon, and his being fucceeded 
by one whofe youth gave him a reafonable ex- 
pedation of feeing their leafes determined, 
when it would be in his power either to turn 
them out, or raife their rents to the full value, 
alarmed them all in the higheft degree. 

" To prevent fuch a misfortune, therefore,, 
tbey dire£Uy agreed to offer their new parfon 
the fum which had been demanded by his pre* 
decefTor, and which they had always fo pofitive- 
ly refufed* tp give him. But what was their a- 
flonifhment when, inftead of accepting their 
offer, he cooly told them, he thought the in- 
come of the living, as fettled by the incumbent 
immediately before the H^ft, was fufficient, 
wherefore he defired no more s and prayed to 
God to enable him to make as good ufe of that 
as be had done. 

« Such 
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** Such an a£l of true generofity, not only 
won the hearts of thofe who reaped the benent 
of it, but alfo gained him the general cfteem of 
the whole parifli ; efpecially as he lived entirely 
amongft them,* and fpent his income in the moft 
unbounded hofpitality 5 not hoarding it up, or 
laying it out in other places, as.moft of his pre- 
dece{rors had been accuftomed to do. 

*' On him the crier's enemy pitched, as a 
proper perfon to rival him in the favour of the 
people ; accordingly, having gained his good 
opinion by going conftantly to church, and be-^ 
having there with a great appearance of devo- 
tion, he took an opportunity one day to infmu- 
ate to him, that he ought to exert himfelf more 
than he did ip the affairs of the parifli, and not 
tamely fubmit to the ufurpations of the crier» 
who was for engroffing all the power into his 
own hands, without ever regarding whofe right 
he invaded. 

** Thefe infinuations were not without cffe£t. 
The parfon's heart, though above avarice, was 
not infenfible to ambition. He readily took the 
bait ; and, as he was quite unexperienced in fuch 
aiFairs, fubmitted himielf implicitly to the go- 
vernment of his advifer, who, while he pre- 
tended to have nothing but to reilore him to the 
confequence due to his ftation and virtues, in 
view, really made a property of him to promote 
bis own ichemes. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 

A game of foot'balh A falfe ftep givei the crier 
the better of the matdh. He kicks the ball in his 
mafter^s face^ but makes all up^ and comes off 
with flying colours* 

** rriHE regard with which the parfon be- 
J. gan to be fpoken of by the whole pa- 
rifh, foon gave the crier the alarm ; which was 
confirmed by his oppofing him in two or three 
trifling things in the veftry ^ in which his opi- 
nion was received with fuch deference, that it 
was probaUe he would have rifen fairly aboyfe 
him in a little time, had not fortune, the crier's 
conftant friend, flood by him efFedlually on this 
occalion. 

^* A friend of the paribn's had been appointed 
by the fteward, to repair and fet up a parcel of 

. fcare-crpws, to frighten their neighbours cattle 
jFiom trefpaffing on their common ; for which 
.purpofe, the court-leet had ordered him a fum 
of itl^ney out of the pariOi ftock. 

*' Such commiffions had ufually been given 
as a plaufible colour for beftowing fo much mo- 
ney, without any defign of their being executed. 
In this fenfe, did this perfon underftand his; 
and, accordingly, gave himfelf no trouble a« 
bout the performance of it. 

" The crier, who had connived at many 
things of the kind before, immediately took fire 
at this, and refolved to profecute the man for 

. embezzling the money of the pariih. 

" For 
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*^ For this he had many reafons : he knew 
that an a£tion, which had luch an appearance 
of public fpirit and juftice, would greatly repair 
his credit with the people, which he could not 
but be fenfible was on the iledine ; and then, 
as the parfon's intimacy with the delinquent 
would probably make him take his part, he 
thought that would be a favourable opportunity 
for giving a check to his growing popularity. 

<^ Nor was he miftaken in^ his conjedures. 
The parfon, in th& warmth of his heart, not 
only efpoufed his friend himfelf, but alfo en- 
gaged all his party to fupport him, without ever 
confidering that appearances were fo ftrongly 
againft him, that every one, who was not in 
the fecr^t of fuch affairs, muft harbour a difad- 
vantageous opinion of himfelf for abetting fuch. 
an a6lion. 

•* Accordingly, the next court-day, the crier 
made his attack, and difplayed the heinoufnefs 
of fuch a flagrant a£l of injuftice to the public 
in fo ftrong a light, that the mob, who never 
examine more than one fide of a flory, were all 
of his party ; fo that the parfon was not only 
foiled in his attempt to fave his friend, but alio 
entirely lofl his credit with die people, who, in 
the phrenzy of their refentment,. loaded him 
with every fcandal and execration, which the 
mofl envenomed .malice could invelit. 

*' This aiFair efFefiually reflored the crier's 
credit; but though he had fucceeded in this 
firfl obje£t of his defign, it was attended with 
cqnfequences he had not forefeen, and which 
were far from being agreeable to him. 

^^ The fleward, who had appointed the par- 
ion's friend to the employment which had in-; 
. , ' Wved 
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volved him in this difgrace, thought it incum- 
bent upon him to fupport him in cx)njun£tton 
with the parfon ; and when the crier had car- 
ried his point ^againft them both, reprefented the 
a^air to the lord of the manor^ as an infult up- 
on his authority, and a certain mark of .difaf- 
fe<^ion to his intereft. 

*^ The crier, who meant nothing Icfs than 
to have embroiled himfelf with the lord, or even 
with the fteward, was furprifed at this charge. 
However, he had gone too far to think of re- 
treating now y and ):herefore refolved to oppofe 
their meafurcs in good carneft the firft time they 
feemed to clafli with the rights or intereft of the 
people, which he knew to be the certain way 
to fecure his party to him, as it would make 
them all as defperate as himfelf. 

** This he did not long want an opportunity 
of doing. There had been a fum of money 
raifed by the court-leet fome time before, ta de- 
fray the charge of repairing the manor-houfe, 
of which there remained a good part unexpend- 
ed, there having been more levied than was ne- 
cefTary for the occafion. 

*' As it had been the cuftom of this manor to 

!rive money to the lord himfelf on thefe occa- 
Lons, to lay out as he thought proper, he had 
always appropriated any furplus that remained 
to his own uie, without thinking himfelf ac- 
countable to the court-leet for it : but now the 
crier, who, by his place of clerk of the kitchen, 
bad an opportunity of looking into all the lord's 
accounts, finding that the fum was pretty con- 
fiderahie, propofed to the court-leet to lay it 
out, in difcharging the bills of ibme poor tradef- 
xnen which ii^d been left unpaid oa a former oc* 

caiion^ 
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cafion^ and to whom the whole manor had paf- 
fed their words ; and to this efFedl he drew up 
an addrefs to the lord. 

*^ Thoujgh this was a dired attack upon the 
lord, and in a .Doft tender point, there was 
fomething fo plaufible in the propofal, that he 
did not chufe abfolutely to rejedt it. However, 
not to give up too much, or eftablifh a prece- 
dent for fuch attempts for the future, he gave 
general orders to the court-leet, to pay offthofe 
tradefmen with that money as of his own free 
motion, and without taking any notice of the 
application, which it had made to him to that 
purpofe. 

*« But the crier, perceiving the defign of this 
proceeding, refufed to accept thofe orders, and 
infifled abfolutely on having the authority of 
the court-leet to dil^fe of the money allowed, 
in which his old fupport the mob followed his 
opinion fo firmly, that the orders were reje£led 
in fpight of all tbeparfon and fteward both could 
do to prevent it. 

^' Sudi a triumph filled the mob with the 
moft extravagant joy, They extolled the crier 
to the ikies for his public fpLrit and fidelity to 
their intereft; and were drunk for a whole 
week with drinking bumbers to his health, 
while they offered every kind of infult to his 'op- 
ponents, particularly the parfon, and branded 
them widi the moft infamous and improbable 
•crimes. 

^' But though the lord had not been able to 

. make them receive his orders with due refpeft, 

he refolved to (hew them, that he would have 

them obeyed without regard to their oppofitipn* 

Vol. I. E " Ac* 
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^^ Accqrdingly, lie ordered his receiver to pay 
the money in difpute to thofe people, and take 
their receipts for it of his own mere authority, 
without defigning to cpnAilt the court-leet any 
more about the n^atter^ and, to ihewhis re- 
fentment to the crier, turned him diredUy out of 
his clerkfhip, as he did all his friends out of the 
feveral employments they bad in the manor un- 
der his fie ward, giving them to the friends of 
.the parfon, and of the gentleman who firft itir- 
red him up againft the crier. 

^' The latter was now at the higheft pinnacle 
of popular gl^ry y the idol of the. mob, and the 
apparent vidim of the perfidy and oppreffion of 
his enemies. 

** But he knew the world too well to be con- 
tent with fMch an unfubflantial phantom as the 
favour of a nK>b. He had laboured all his life, it 
was true, with indefatigable affiduity to arrive at 
this point; but he (bon (hewed he had other 
views than thofe he. pretended ; and that all his 
profeflions of regard and attachment to the good 
of the parifh, were only lures, to di:aw in the 
giddy multitude to trufl themfelves fb implicitly 
in his power, that he might be able to get the 
price he defired £pr betraying them when he faw 
a proper time. 

'* Accordijpgly, upon fome hints of his in- 
tentions, the lord fenCanew fteward to take 
care of the eflate, the former one ha^riflg been 
made difagreeable to the tenauits, by the vio- 
(^nce ai>d oiver-bearing of fome of his fervants, 
who had not fpirit tp fupport what they faid, 
.when they were called to account for it, though 
he was himfelf a good-natured eafy kind of Juan 

in 
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in the iipajn^ and had fprmeriy been very welji 
jilped by th/?inf 

" 'Xh^ney/ ^w^fd aod.t}ie crier fopn came 
to a (M'oper i^n^erilandifYg over jin hearty bottle, 
of whifih.tfiey yvqre both reiji;^rlfaj)ly fond; anj 
jthe Ij^tter l^^rgaii^ed to fell his friends, ai^d re- 
iign his criers p(^ce, in con&dqratipn of being 
made ^fi ef^uire, g|id gptting a fa^ary to fupporjC 
hiffi fiiitable to ^is np,w dignity. 

*< It is iiTigofiil?}p tp e^^re& th^ rage of th^ 
mob| at feeing th^t th^y h^d Jbi^ei^ fo long th^ 
dgpesof hjs 4S?%n^« They, got drunjc for 9. 
Jl^iek tqgetlier with drinl^ipg to his cppfufion, 
JUade rcurrilpi^s ballads a^inil him ^pd his far 
ii^jly* ^d loaded hip, in his turn^i with execra- 
tions and abufe. 

** But a new patriot ftanding forth to engage 
their attention, they forgot the crier, and went 
on in their old way with as much eagernefs and 
credulity, as ifthey had. never l|9en4d^ceived. 

" As for the parfon, his polite Triend ferved 
him nearly in the f^me manner as the crier did 
the jnob. As fopn as his turn was ferved, and 
his fon chofen into the crier's placfJ, chiefly by 
the aHiftance of the parfon's friends, he not only 
dropped his acquaintance, but even gave him up 
to th^ crier's refentment; who had privately 
made it a part pf his bargain that he ihould hie 
.ftruck out of tb^quorumy in revenge for the trou- 
ble and expence he had put hi^i to in. the courfe 
of this affair. 

<' As the old crier has been fo fuccefsful in all 
his fchemes, 1 fee you wonder how he came 
into this place ; but if you confider that vani^ 
and an abfucd ambition of being made a gentle- 
man» w^re ths (Nrigj^qal, the leading motives pf 

£2 all 
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all his labours, you will acknowledge that the 
egregious folly of the end, takes off all merit 
from the means, and makesJiis fuccefe ridiculous* 
** Nor is he infenfible of diis himfelf now 
that it is too late. Though the unthinking 
mean fpirited mob have forgot his abufeof them, 
and croud to his taUe to eat his meat and drink 
his wine, with as much readinefs and pleafurc as 
if their own and their family's interefl had not 
been foI4 by him to purcnafe them ; the re* 
proaches of his own heart ernbitter his enjoy- 
ment of their company, and make their profef^ 
iions of rerpe£l: naufeous. He pines for his for- 
tner popularity; and, unhappy in the accom- 
piifliment of his hopes, finds too late, that the 
end of all his labours is vanity/' 

CHAP. XVI. 

Muzzle a beaty or hill bite jou. Three remarkabU 
iharaBers. Boys that play trUks Jhould beware 
of tell-tales. 

« 

I WAS, by this time, fo fick of patriotilm and 
public fpirit,^ that, as foon as my guide ftop* 
ped, I refolved to beg that he would change the 
fubje^l, to fomething more defending of the ob- 
servation of a rational being. 

** Enough, moft judicious fpicit ! (faid I) 
enough haft thou faid to prove the juftice of thy 
remark. In eveiy rank of life, I fee the fam^ 
caufes produce the fame effefb. CobUrs and 
triers differ but in name; but furely it muft be 
otherwife in higher fcenes, where the great af- 
fairs 
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fairs of nations are tranfafted. The mind muft 
be extended in proportion to the greatnefs of the 
fubje<Sts upon which it is employed, and can ne- 
ver look down to the trifles which engrofs the at-, 
tention of paltry villagers. Let us therefore turn 
away from this'fcene of drunkennefs and lolly, 
and feek for matter more worthy of obfervation 
elfewherc,r 

** I will indulgje you ; (anfwered my guide) 
but you will find little advantage in the change 
of pMace. Folly reigns every where alike, and 
more exalted ftacions only make it more ridicu- 
lous : aud luckily a fcene prefents itfelf to our 
view, which (hews this in the moft ilriking 
light. 

*' Turn your eye this way.— tYou fee thofe 
three perfons yonder. They are juft entering 
into a confere/ice upon one of the moft extraor- 
dinary fubje<Sls that eyer ihewed the inconfiflency 
of human anions. We will hear ii from them*, 
felves i but firft, while they make the common 
preface of empty compliments, and unmeaning 
queftions, which are made the introduction to 
converfation even on the moft important fub« 
je£b, 1 will give you a ftiort fketch of their lives 
as far as is neceflary to make you underftand 
what they fay. 

" They were born in different manors be- 
longing to the lord who owns that in which the 
crier made fuch a figure ; but their being edu- 
cated together in the fame free-fchqol gave rife 
to an intimacy which has grown up with them 
through life. 

** When they were taken from fchool they 
were put to diirerent profeffions^ as intereft or 
inclination direSed. He on the right chofe 

- E 3 ' the 
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che law, in which the acutends of his ^eftiut 
enabled him to make ftlch a proficiency, that in 
time he was entrufted to fearch for informations 
againft fuch perfons as- trefpafled on the lord's 
demefne, or killed his game, and to fue them 
and the tenants who did not pay their rents punc- 
tually. 

*• This employment was not only very profi* 
table in itfeif, but alfo gave him an appearance 
of fo great confequence in the court-leet, that he 
was generally on one fide or the oth^r in every 
private difpute that arofe in the manor. 

** The next, as you fee by hb habit, was bred 
to the church, in which he laboured fofuccefl^ 
fully, that he got a good vicarage 'before he was 
very old, and, having the cbaradlcr of being a 
great fcholaf^ Was alfo preferred to the hoiK>ur<* 
able empl6yment of teaching the lo^ of ^ ma-^ 
ttor's fon and heir his letters. 

^< As for the third, he was too idle to tkkt 
to any particular profeffion : butj by the ititefeft 
of his friends he got into the fteward's office^ 
where he had ftveral petty employtneiits, whieh 
brought him in a good penny in the whole. 

** But this was not all. Having always iChewn 
a remarkable t Am fof making baubles ai^d nick- 
nacks, and being a perfed mafterwof all the punc^ 
tilios of drefs and addrefs, and all the Other ac- 
compliOiments of a fmall genius, he was chofen 
as a proper perfon to provide rattles and paper- 
kites for bis yoting mafter, and to teach him to 
cock bis hat, and dde his hobby horfe with a 
good grace. 

" As they were all known to be very ^Ve]l 
qualified for thefe important places, there was 
po obje<5lion made to their being honoured with 

them, 
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diem ; and they executed their feveral charges 
with proper dignity and care. But an unlucky 
affair foon happened, that threatened not only 
the lofs of their prefent employments, but alfb ta 
prevent their being ever entrufted with any other. 

** You may remember 1 told you there was a 
fellow who pretended a rrght to all the eftates of 
this lord. His family came originally from the 
manor in which the lawyer was bofn, and where 
moil of the inhabitants had a ftrong attachment 
to him, both as they were naturally very proud, 
and thought it would be a great honour to them 
to have their townfman made lord of the manor, 
and alfo that they flattered themfelves with the 
hopes of getting good farms from him, in fbme 
of his other manors, in cafe he could make good- 
his preteniioiis ; for they were ail as poor as they 
were proud. 

^^ fiefide, there was another reafon for their 
defiring to change their land-lord. Before the 
isftate came into the pofleffion of the prefentlord^ 
tfaey had been accuftomed to have their land- 
lord live among them, and hold his courts and 
receive fuit and fervice in this manor. But this 
lord having many better houfes to live in, had 
removed his haHitation ; and of courfe difconti- 
nved thofe ceremonies, fo that they lod all that 
parade of grandeur in which their pride had ta- 
ken fuch pleafure. 

** Now, as this fellow founded his preten- 
iions on being defcended from the family of their* 
old lords, they expected that he would come 
and live among them, as they had done; or at 
leaft reftore them their court-leets, and all their- 
ceremonies andperquifites again, hever confider- 
ing that the employments and places of honour 

£ 4 and' 
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and profit, which they held in the other eftates 
of the prefent lord yielded them more than the 
entire income of their manor* 

*• It is not flrange therefore that the lawyer 
£hould have received an early biafs in his favour; 
which was alfo confirmed by his being educated 
at that free^fchool, the maflerand ufliers of which 
were all notorious for the fame principles, and 
took all poffible pains to inftil them into their 
pupils, in which they were not unfuccefsful, with 
the lawyer's two friends as well as with many 
others. 

^' It happened in fome little time after they 
were preferred to thofe employments above-men- 
tioned, that a perfon who had formerly been ve* 
ly intimate with them all three,' having been edu- 
cated at the fame fcbool along with them, fatd^ 
among a mfxt company in the unguarded open- 
ncfs of converfation, when wine removes all re- . 
ierve, that he had once little thought of their be« 
ing ever put into places of fuch confidence under 
the lord of the manor, as* he had often feen them 
on their bare knees, drink confufion to him and 
all his friends, and fuccefs to the hopes of bis 
enemy. 

•* There was fomething fo lingular in this 
fpeech, that it ftruck all the company with fur- 
prize) but one gentleman in particular, who 
was warmly attached to the lord's interefl, dc- 
fired all prefent to take notice of what this perfon 
had faid, as he was refolved to put him to the proof 
_ of it, it being as bafe in him to throw thofe afper- 
lions on the characters of perfons of fuch note^ 
if they were innocent, as it would be criminal in 
all who heard him to conceal an affair of fuch 
confequence, in cafe they were guilty. 

** Thunder- 
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<< Thunder-ftnick at this, the other who had 
no intention of turning informer againft his 
friends, and had only faid it in the courfe of ge- 
neraLchat, ftroye to evade the fubjed, and give 
the difcoiirfe fome other turn, hoping that the 
gentleman would think no more of it ; but find- 
ing that he would not be put off fo, but perfifted 
inhisrefolution, he appealed to the fan£lion of 
private converfation, where all that was ever 
&id had ever been held facred, and the difclofing 
of a fyllable accounted a breach of the lav^s of 
fodety, and, that mutual confidence which alone 
makes it a bleffing. 

<< To this the gentleman ^nfwered that he 
was neither ignorant of, nor defigned to infringe 
upon thefe laws; but that here a fuperior dutv 
intervened and fupcrceded them ; nothing pri- 
vate being to.be put in competition with tl^e wel- 
fare of the.public, which he thought to be coa- 
cerned. in. this affair.. 



CHAP. XVII.. 

A had iKCufe is bitUr than nene. The advantage 
9f a friend in courL A maxin in law JoIvms 
all. 

" A CcoRDiNGLY he « went the very next 
XjL morning and informed the lord of 
the whole matter, who. called all his principal 
fervants together, to confult what was proper 
to be done m this cafe \ for as it concerned his. 

£ 5, QWAi 



own family particularly, be would not aft with- 
out advice, that he mould not be fufpeded of 
partiality, who all agreed that it ought to be en- 
quired into with the greatcft ftriftneft. 

** On this the perfon who had undefJgnedly 
given the information was brought before them^ 
when he gave fuch a vague account of the affair, 
that the lawyer, who was appointed by the other 
two, to fpeak for them ^1, as beft qualified by 
liis profeffion t6 defend a bad caufe, thought it 
the beft way not to deny the charge difeftly, but 
to ftrive to turn it ofF, by faying it was not im- 
poifible but they might have plaved fuch foolilh 
tricks, when they were boys at krhool, but that, 
the condaft of his whole life ever fince he came 
to man's eft^te was a fuftcient proof of the fin* 
eerity of his attachment to his l6rd ; and, to con- 
firm this, he inftanced his having profecuted 
with thegreiteft vrgdur, feveral of the parifli in 
which he was born, and even Ibfne of hh own 
family, for this very offence with which he was 
now To abfiirdiy char^d^ fince he came into bis 
prefent employriieht. 

*^ Plaufible as this defence was^ the gentle^ 
man judged from the manner in which the ftory 
had been originally told, that there muff be 
more in it; he therefore infifted that the peHbo 
who had told it fhould 4ft€hre pofitively, and 
without prevarication or referve, whether he 
had ever known them drink thofe toafts fince 
they left fchool ? where ? and on wftat occa- 
fions i 

" Thefe queftions were too clofe to be evacf- 
ed. He tvas therefore obliged, in defence of his 
own character, which was now at ftake, to de- 
clare the whole} accordingly he faid that he 

had 
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1ia<! heard them Jrink fhem feveral times, at the 
boufe of an haberdaiher of fmall wares, who 
kept a ihop in the coiinty-town, where for ma- 
ny years they ufed to meet conftantly twice or 
thrice » week, and indulge themfelves in the 
moft fanguihe profeffions of thofe principles over 
' their wine 5 who was fo ftrongly attached to that 
perfon himfelf, and fo well perfuaded of their at- 
tachment to him alio, that when he came to die,, 
he bequeathed his real eftate, which was very 
confiderable, to the lawyer^ with handfome lega- 
cies to the other two, leaving him (the informer) 
but a mere trifle, as he doubted his being ftaunch 
to the caufe ; and, as a confirmation of what he 
faid, added that the fettlement which the lawyer 
bad fince made upon his wife at his marriage was 
of that very eftate which the habetdaiher had 
left him. 

** This gave a different fiace tb the whole af- 
fair. The lawyer in particular gave himrelfi,up' 
for ruined, and would gladly have compounded: 
for the lofs, not only of bis prefent employment,, 
' but alfo of all farther hopes.. 

** But he had better luck. The majority 
of the fervants, who had been called into con- 
fultation upon the affair, did not think it pru- 
dent to eftablifh a precedent for looking fo far 
back, and one of them partifculady, who had 
been bred to the law himfelf, faid " that thi's ef- 
*^* tate fhouid be confidered as a fee, givert bytfte- 
" hab.erdaflier to liis lawyer, and that it was an 
*' eftabliflied rule that a lawyer fhould fay any 
** thing that his client defired for h\S'/eet, without 
'* being called in queflion for it ; for if it wefe 
" otherwife, and lawyers made anfwerable 4(tr: 
^^ what they faid,. there would be an end to the 

**bufihafsv 
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** bufmefs at ODte, as the great art and inyftery 
*' of it coniift^d in faying any thing that might. 
** any way conduce to carrying the point, with- 
*' out -regard to decency^ truth, or any fuch im- 
^^ material confiderations :. whereas if gentlemen^ 
*^ of the law were to be called to account for 
*• >vhat they faid in the way of their bu(inef», 
** and for their fee,- no one would ever undertake 
*' a weakcaufe, and fo the profeflion would falL 
*' to the grounds Beiide^ it was- a point agreed 
*^ upon, in ail the books, tha( what a lawyer fayis 
'< for his fee, is never to be confidered as his prv- 
*^ vate fentiment or opinion ;elfe how could laiw- 
.<( yers. rail at, and abufe their moft intimate 
** friends, in the manner they do every day, for 
^' a Granger they know nothing of, and in a caufe- 
** they arc copvineed to be wrong, without 
** breaking with them, or giving them the leaft 
.'^^ offence ; as an inftance of which, he added that: 
** he had hioafelf oftea gone direfUy from court 
** to dine with the man whom he had fpent the 
^* whole morning in abufing ; therefore no man 
** was to be called to account for what he faid 
** for bis fee: and this opinion he fupported by 
** a ftring; of quotations from all the grave and 
. ** lea^rned fages of the law ; and by the con- 
^* ftant and uniform pra£kice of the profeffion- 
*i from time immemorial, to this very day," 

^^ So learned a defence favedthe delinquents, 
for it would have been unjiifl: to have made a 
diftindion between them. The majority of the 
fervants (as I faid) therefore gave it as their 
opinion, that the accufation^ wougb not falje^ 
was malicious, frivolous, and unworthy of far- 
; ther notice. 

** Thus blew over a ftorm, ia which their 
.very friends cxpeAcd they would have funk. 

On 
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On the contrary, the lawyer was ibon after 
made, a iuftice of the peace and deputy to the 
ienefchal of the principal manor, the parfon 
got a better living, and the hobby-horfe-man 
on his pupil's growing too big for his care, was 
preferred by his beft friend the fteward to be his 
head derk, which places they all enjoy at pre- 
&nt ; while the poor informer drew upon him- 
felf fuch univerfal contempt for his indifcretion, 
that he was never able to (hew his faccL after.'' 



CHAP. XVIIL 

Modem modefiy and gratitude. Comparifons are- 
odious* A good memory ofien makes a hadctnh^ 
panion^ It is prudent to make hay while the fun 
Jhines. 

•* TT might be imagined that after fuchanaf- 
X fair their prefent preferment fhould fatisfy 
their ambition. But far from it, emboldened by 
that eftape, they think there is nothing which- 
they may not do, and the favour that has been 
(hewn themiince, inftead of making them con- 
tented and gratefid, has given them Aich an high 
opinion of their own merit, which they modeftly 
judge to have been the reafon . for it, that they 
reckon all they have got as nothing while there 
is any thing elfe for them to defire, and loek 
upon themfelves as ill treated, if they are re- 
ed whatever they pleafe to aflc. - But 

t ! ■'— Their conference at length beginsr 

^^^...^.^Ij^x, us attend,—— 
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** I fay, fir, (faid the lawyer, fire fparkling 
in his eyes) that I am ill ufed. Had there been 
any objection to my abilities to fill fuch an em* 
ployment, or could it have been even pre- 
tended that the perfon who it put over my 
head, was fijperior to me in any refped, it 
would have been another cafe ; but, to be con- 
tinued a deputy, where I had fo good a right to 
be made principal, is not to be borne. Nor will 
I bear it. No man provokes me with im^ 
puni^.— — — ** 

*< Really, fir, (anfwered the parfon) I can- 
not but own you have ibme reafon to com- 
plain. But what would you fay, if you were 
in my place ?^ To be taken no notice of where 
there were fo manv opportunities ! fo many bet- 
ter livings vacant f it is enough to provoke the 
patience of foh. After all the pains I have taken 
to teach him to read, and my care in chufing out 
fuch leflbns as were proper for him, that he might 
tK>t receive wrong notions of thiiigs, to be 
lligbed in this manner: it is too much! He 
could not have ferved his former tutor worf& 
-who was turned off for teaching him to fpdif 
in that profane ballad. But there is no fiich 
thing as gratitude, no regard to pafl: fervices, to 
be found in this world !" 

<* Indeed, gentlemen (added the thirds while 
bis reverence flopped to take a pinch of fnulF, 
and the lawyer was walking about the room in 
a violent chafe) we are all extremely ill uftd. 
But you muft both allow, that I have oiuch 
the greateft reafon to complain. You have got 
places which afford you a comfortable fubfift- 
ence, and if they are not quite fo good as you 
could wiflb, you have this fatisfadioil that they 
cannot be taken from you. ^^BuC 
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<* But that is not my cafe, I may be turned 
out of the poor pittance I have got, wrthout a 
moment's warning, as it is moft probable I fliall 
fdort find to^my forrow, whenever the old ftew- 
ard dies. And this is all the reward I have re* 
ceived for the mstny weary hours I haye (pent 
at chuck and pufli-pin with the young heir, 
and teaching him to buckle his {hoes right, and 
put on his hat with an aiir. We have all rea- 
fon to complain, but my cafe is certainly the 
hardeft.'' 

*• Your cafe, (replied the - hwyer, with a 
Ymile df indignant tonrtempt) pray what is your 
cafe, good fir ? The paulfry menial fervices you 
did' about his perfon have been fuificiently re- 
warded. Coriimon fervantsfhould not affume 
iuch airs, nor pretend to put themfelves on a Ic-- 
^el with their fuperiois.*'-*- 

*« Paultry menial ferVicci! (interrupted the 
other, kindling int6 a rage) Vi have you to 
knovi^> fir, that m^ fetvjces were not paultry j 
"-vttti perhaps they ghretne a' better right to exf- 
peSt favour (than any which Tome others can 
boiftof, highly as tbev may think of themfelves. 
But I ihouM be glad to know in what yoUr 
great merh has confifted, that you are fo ready 
to call that of anothcf in queftion." 

*• My merit, fir, (anfwerej the lawyer, taking 
fire) my merit, fir, has confifted and does confift, 
in my ability in my proffeffion, which has ena- 
bled me to ao the moft eflential fervice." — 

** Service ! — To whom ? ("interrupted the 0- 
ther dryly) to yourfelf only. Your abilities, 
were they ten times greater than they are, have 
been amply rewarded by the place jrou enjoy, 
and the large fums of money thdy have brought 

you. 
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you in from your deluded clients. But pray, 
Eige fir, what important fervice have your great 
abilities been of to his lordihip, that he fhould 
)>e under fuch obligations to you ? I ihould be 
glad to know that." 

*' What fervice! (replied the lawyer haftily, 
beine almofl put ofF his. guard, by fuch a crois 
quemon) what fervice do you alK, fir ! Sir, I 
think it beneath me to anlwer a queftion that 
betrays fuch ignorance* But, if you do not 
know, they did who gave me the employments 
I hold ; and they knew befide that my promo- 
tion (ecured my whole family. My countrymen 
always ftick faft by one another." 

** Hah ! hah F hah ! great fervices ! ' very 
great fervices, truly (faid the other) I am really 
aihamed to hear a man who fliould know better, 
mention fuch things. I am indeed. But you 
muft be blinded, quite blinded by your opinion 
of yourfelf, or you would never attempt to put 
them in competition with the fervices t havie 
done hb lordfiiip, in the inAiuGdon of his ibn!s 
tender youth."—— 

<^ How, fir! (interrupted the parfbn,^ who 
had hitherto liftened to their difpute as unmoved 
as if it had been a vifitation-fecmon, where fome 
country curate pretends.to teach his betters their 
duty) you. inftrud bjs tender youth ! Pray, fir, 
have more regard to truth in what you fay. 
The inftru£tion of his youth was committed to 
other kind of hands than yours. It is well 
known."— 

^* That I got you the little fliafe you had in 
bis education (faid the other, catching the word 
out of his mouth) by informing of your pre- 
deceflbr's putting that ballad into his hands ; 

and 
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and that you pofitiv^Iy agreed to be guided by 
me, in every thing you fliould attempt ^o teach 
him, before you were admitted to come near 
him. So that if you have aity merit in what 
you did, you owe it all to me. But fome peo^ 
pie have very bad memories in things done to 
ferve them. 

*' But do you think that teaching him to 
read'was fuch a mighty matter ? The clerk of 
the pariih, though he was good for nothing elfe, 
could have done that much well enough. That 
is the leaftpart of a young gentleman's educa-' 
tion, the very leaft part, and what many a one 
makes a very good figure without. It is fuiE- 
cient for people who have their fortunes to make 
to mind fuch things, gentlemen are above them. 
They can keep fervants to read and write too 
for them, without their taking fuch a trouble ; 
and let me tell you, fir, die world thinks the 
Uving you got a fufficient reward for all you were 
able to teach him. 

^^ But, gentlemen, I muft remind you both 
of fomething which you feem to have forgot. 
There are other material reafons which not 
only prevent your getting the preferments you 
look for at prefent, but will alfo mofl probably 
prevent your ever getting them, and indjpedmake 
what yeu have already gotten be looked upon 
with furprise and difcontent. 

** You muft. have forgot the ai&ir of drink- 
ing thofe difaffeSted tmfu certainlv, or you 
would never give yourfelves fuch airs as thefe* 
How can you^ fir, expedl that the real friends of 
his lordihip, if they think at all about the mat- 
ter, can like to fee the court-roils intrufled in 
fuch hands as youis I Qit die pariib-regiflers in 

yours> 
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yours, fir? -^ No ! no ! gentlemen \ you may 
both reft fatisfied where you are. You will ne- 
ver rife higher, take my word for it. I know 
what defence you made, and how you came to 
efcape fo eafily. But your bufinefs is done, take 
my word for it ; your bufinefs is done." 

The mention of the toafts was fo unexpeded^ 
that it ftruck them both dumb. They hun^ 
down theif heads, and heard hnn out as conV 
yiStcd criminals do their fentence. But the law- 
yer, fbon recovering his natural prefence of 
mind, *' The toafts, fir! (faid he) I wonder 
how you can mention that afiair to us, in furh 
a manner! Were not you as deeply concerned 
m itas wer — 

'* I wifli I had, (readied the other) and then 
I fliould have been as well rewarded ; for to be 
fiire you got a goodfet^ and lawyirs may fay anf 
thing fir thiir fa. Well^ it is an old faving, diat 
it it eood tx) have a friend in eourt. Your bro- 
ther brought you off with flying colours; and 
we tJba h^ good luck to be in uicheood com- 
pany, or I know not how we fliould have ef«« 
caped. You brought us ofF, as' well as you drew 
us into the danger. 

'< However, that efcape has not made me fa 
vain as to think I was not in fault. I have not 
the afifurance to raife my expedations fo high as 
you do, and am humbly content with what they 
pl^afe to give me, confaous that any thing is an 
extraordinary favour, and more than I fliould 
have received in any other lord's family in the 
kingdom ; for which reafbn I fliall ffrive to 
ma& hay while the fun fllines; and as foon as 
a fhower comes, retire into a fnug corner^ and 
enjoy my good fortune with thanks. 

« As 
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** As f6t ydu^ gentl«inen» who alpire to 
higher boftdurs) you wiji firid^ perhaps, when 
it k too l^te, that y6u had better h^ve follolnred 
my example. And fo, moft worfliipfiit Mr. Se- 
tiefchal, and inoft reverend Mr. Refior, I wilh 
you both a good morning. ■ Paultry, menial 
fervices I" 

With tbefe words, he flung out of the rok>m» 
leaving bis two friends flaring at each other ill 
*a fituatioii whimfical enough. 




C H A P. XIX. 

TH £ parlbn was the firft who, broke iii- 
lence. << Ind^, mv frimid, (faid he, 
fnufing up his pinch, and waking his head in 
» melancholy manner) I fear there is too much 
truth in what he faysf and that we flaall never 
be able entirely to get over the confcquences of 
that unlucky difcovery $ for which reafon I will 
c*en flrive to make myfelf eafy, and not lofe the 
^oyment of what I have, by fruitlefs attempts 
for more/' 

*• You are to do as you {.^leafe. Sir, (anfwfer- 
xd the lawyer peeviflily) but I ihali not ftoop 
to be guided by the advice of fuch la. mean fpi- 
rited fellow. We ihould nevec have been for* 
given, had they da^ed to fhew refentment 
againft us) and the fame motive will make 

them 
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them not cbufe to provoke us too far by tbefr 
fefafals. I know how to (teal with them. I 
will fpeak to all my friends. They are not 
bafliful in afking, nor eafy to be repulfed ^ and 
if their intereft ihould be unfuccefsful, I will 
take another courfe, which feldom fails. I fiiall 
not fubmit tamely, I promife them.** 
• '' And pray, my dear friend, (replied the 
parfon) may I afk what courfe that is ?" 

^ I will oppofe all the meafuies of the lord's 
fervants in the court-leet, (returned the lawyer) 
and that In fuch a manner, that they fball not 
be able to make any objedions to my condu£t, 
but what will add to my ccnfequence in the 
opinion of the people. I have a whimfical 
thought juft come int6 my head. What would 
you fay, if I Oioutd turn patriot upon the occa- 
sion? I .have prec^edefits enough to juftify me. 
And then the variety of fuch a fchi^me will be 
highly entertaining* 1 like the humour of the 
thing much. 

, *< As for the Seneibhal, I'll fbon make him 
jSjck of his fuperiority. I'll contradict every fyl* 
Ittble he fays i^n thexourt-leet. My word there 
is as good as his, and my friends will ftand by 
me, right or wrong ; fo that I'll make them 
fi>rry for what they have done for me, if they 
will not do more ; and that will gratify my re^ 
Jentment at leaft, if .my ambition is difappointr 
ed. No one ever provokes me with impunity***, 
<' Nay, for that matter, (replied the papfon, 
fetting his hands a kimbo, and putting on a 
look of importance) I do not mean to be quite 
paffive neither, I aflure you. I feek peace, it 
is true, but then it muft be on my own terms, 
or I ihall not enfue it, I promife them» 

« Nor 
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** Nor (hall I long want an opportunity of 
letting them know my mind. The veftry will 
foon meet on fome extraordinary affairs, when 
I will objed to every thing the redor propofes ; 
and that will vex them all not a little, for to my 
knowledge they have fome things in view, which 
they will not like to be oppofed in ; ^uch as mak- 
ing fome alterations in the old furplice and cajfocks^ 
4»nd enlarging the churchy andwidening the approach'^ 
es to the communion-table ; but I will not confcnt 
to the ftirring a ftick or ftone, or clipping olF 
the moft ragged (bred ; all things (hall remain as 
they are, merely to difappoint them ; and then 
how filly will they look in the eyes of the crowds, 
whom they have promifed to make room for ? 

" They (hould not have let me know their 
fecrets, if they defigned to break with me in this 
manner. No 1 no ! I do not mean to be quite 
paffive neither, I afTure you. Oar cloth has 
fiever beennioted for tamenefs and fubmiffion. I 
will feek peace, but it (hall be on my own terms, 
I can tell them." 

The two friends then (hook hands, and z^ 
plauding each other's fpirit, parted for that time, 
to prepare for putting their virtuous refolutions 
in execution. 

** What fay you now (faid the fpirit with a 
fmile) to modern modefly and gratitude ? 
Qut it is unneceflary to make any refledions on 
fuch a fcene asthis is. They occur of themfelves, 
with force fufficient to make a rational being 
fick of ttie world, and all its ways : and I hope 
you are convinced, that changing the fcene 
makes no efTemial change in the profpefl. FoUy 
> reigns every where alike. The palace is no 
more exempt from it than the cottage : 

But 
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But foft !f— I fee ibmetbine yoi^der, whicl^ will 
be worth attending to. You have hitherto beef|. 

Erincips^ly engag^ in viewing t|ie£oIIy of.am-* 
itipn ; I will now ibew you the ^ffc^Sts gf lave« 
its potent rival in t}ie human heaft.'^ 

Saying this, he dire£ted my eye ^o a cbaai-^ 
ber, where lay a woman hnguiflung under 4 
general decay of nature. Much as fuch a ftate 
muft necefTarily weaken the force of be^uty^ 
there was^ a fyrnmetry in her whole figure, 9, 
^oftnefs and delicacy in her looks, which even 
thus in ruin charmod the behojjder, ai}d ih^wed 
how refiiHefs they muft have been when the 
warm g]ow of health iiifpired pheir bjooai- 
But ftill an air of debauchery fuliied all theip 
charms ; and her whole appearance befpoke a 
life worn out in vicious pl^afi^res, which ha^ 
.take^ fuch 4fiep root in her hearjt, that wbeQr 
ever fh& opened her eyes, a feeble glance of 
loofe defire gliix^i^ered throi;^ ail tfte horrors Qf 
her prefc.i>^ft?it(e. 

Every thing around her (hewed the hjgheijb 
affluence and moft tender irarej and the moft 
elegant accon^modations ftrqve to make fickoefs 
tolerable, and coqtipenf^^te, as far as po^le, 
for the want of health. 

i^ut^hat j^rticularly ftruck que was thelen- 
der, anxious afiiduity with ^which (be was 
waited upon by a perfbp, whofe appearance 
ihe|ved hina to have been bred to a profeffion, 
and on an element, neither of them very re- 
markable for firftening the m^nnera, and giymg 
the mind fuch a companionate humane turn. 

fie was kneeliiig at the fooc of her bed» 
chafii^ her day-cold feet with his hands, to 

try 
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try if they could cotnmunicate any warmth to 
them. She feenaed not infenfible of fuch an 
aS of tendernefs, and raifing her head from 
the pillow, ^^ How ihall I reward eay hero^ 
(&id ihe, with a feebly*wantonleer) £ar aU'his 
care ? Will this poor :perfon 0^ mine &fer be in 
a condition to rq)ay his pains and trouble with 
pleafure ? " 

** Let me hut once more foe my deareft girl 
well, (anfwered he, with a look of fondnefs and 
pity) and I fhall. think myfibJf amptly ov^er-paid 
for all. Is there any thing that I can do, to 
give youeafe or fadsfadtion i Command my for- 
•tune ; command my. life ; myfelf, and all in my 
pofieffion, are iblely yours." 

<* I want nothing, (replied ihe) while I have 
you. Stay but always with me, and I have no 
other wiin. But why ihould.I defire this ! 
What pleafure can you find in the company of 
a poor fick creature, who is incapable of fetling 
any herfelf ? I blame you not for feeking that 
iatisfadion elfewhece, which it is no longer in 
my power to give you." 

*' Why -will my deareft life (returned he, 
with an air of concern) think i^imeanly of me, 
as that I can have pleaiure in any other i com* 
pany but hers. I never leave you a momenr^ 
but when my duty indifpeofibly calls me ; and 
as foon as that is over, I fly back to you again 
with all the impatience of a youthful bride- 
groom.*' 

*< And when will that hate&l duty call you 
again ? (added fhe) How long may I promife 
myielf your company naw> without fuch ^paia- 
ful interruption I 

5«My 
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** My love, (returned he)^ I am this very 
moment under a neceffity of waiting on the 
admiral. I have had notice that my (hip is 
ready for fea ; but I will forego all my hopes 
of honour and advantage, rather than leave 
friy. deareft love, till 1 fee you better. I have 
framed an excufe to evade my going this voyage; 
and by that time my fhip returns, I promife 
myfelf that you will be able to take a trip 
with me in her to Lifbon, where the warmth 
of the climate will efFedually reftore your 
health " 

'< And how long will it be ((aid ihe) before 
you return from the admiral? I infift upon 
knowing to a minute, that I may not be tor- 
tured by an unexpeded delay." 

^< I fear, my love, (aniwered he) that it 
will be impoffible for me to leave him before 
dinner. He has fo often afked me, that it will 
look like 6'i&dpc&. to refute him always. Be- 
itdes, as 1 go to fue for a f^our, it would be 
all*]udged to give him offence, fiut you may 
be aiTured I will not ftay a moment that I can 
avoid. By feven at fartheft.l' 

^< By (even4 (exclaimed (he) and muft I ! 
can I live fo long without you I r— Well ! fince 
, it muft be fo, go ; but do not be furprized to 
find me dead, when you come back." 

** My deareft love 1 ( replied he, embracing her 
moft tenderly) this is the laft time Ifliall.leave 
you. I defign to tell the admiral that I am go- 
ing out of town ; fo that nothing fliall inter- 
fere with my care of you. - Adieu ! my love : 
•let me find you in better fpirits at my return, 

: ' CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

The opening of a new fceru gives octdfton for fofne 
rejUSiiom^ which will probably he leaji agreeable 
to thofe who have mojl occafionfor them. 

DISTRESSED as the difconfolate fair 
one feemcd at bis departure, the moment 
he left the room opened a new fcene. *' Now 
is the time! (faid {he, railing herfelf up with a 
fpirit that could not have been e^pe£led from 
her looks) now is the time to put my defign in 
execution ! IE I mifs this opportunity, I don't 
deferve to find another." Then turning to an 
elderly woman, who waited upon her, *' Fly, 
nurfe, (continued ihe) bid my fifter come* to 
me inftantly, and obferve the laft dire£lions I 
gave her." 

The woman obeyed without delay ; and the 
lady being left to her meditations, '* Now fhall 
I be happy ! (refumed ihe, in a tranfport) Now 
ihall I be in fome meafure revenged on that pb- 
jeft of my foul's averfiori, man ! O ! that I 
could treat the whole perfidious fex in the fame 
manner, expofing them equally to the ridicule 
of the world, and the reproaches of their own 
confciotis hearts ! But, as that is impoilible, 
let this mean fpirited, doating fool, bear the 
weight for all. If I fall a vi<9:im to the vice of 
man thus in the prime of life, it is fome confola- 
tion, that I can wreak my refentment upon 
him, who feems alone to merit better from me. 

Vol. I. F The 
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The world will attribute what I do to oth^r 
motives ; but I difclaim them all, and a<Sl only 
from the principle of revenge."^ — Saying this, 
(he funk back upon her pillow, waiting with 
the utmoft impatience for the return of her mef- 
fenger. 

There was fomething fo ifuperlatively bafe 
and wicked in thefe fentimcnts, and the hy- 
procrify which preceded them, that I could not 
avoid expreffing the piin they gave me to my 
^uide. As foon -as fkc had finifliedh«r medi- 
tations therefore, " O gracious fpirit ! (faid I) 
what life muft this vile woman have Jed, to 
harden her thus againft every fenfe of virtue and 
humanity ? and what uncommon injuries can 
ihc have fuiFer^d, to iire her foul with fuch an 
implacable paffion for revenge ? " 

*' Her life (anfwered he) has been that of a 
comn;u)n proftitute ; a life that neceflarily ef- 
faces every tendernefs of nature, as well as 
every principle of virtue : and the injuries 
which ftimulate her to thefe more than favage 
ientiments, have been no other than the ufu^l 
unavoidable occurrences ' of her wretched pro- 
feffion." 

'* How ! (exclaimed I) does proftitution work 
fuch a total change in woman's nature i bad, 
too bad I am fenfible its efFeSs are j but I 
-Jiave always thought, that fome, and thefe net 
ihe leaft amiable of the virtues, were not quite 
jnconfiftent with it ; I thought I had feen in- 
ftances of benevolence, charity, and filial duty, 
exerted by fome of thofe unhappy creatures, 
which would have - been an honour to the 
chaAefl of the fex. But I find I have been in 



an error." 
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'*^ Chaftiiy (replied he) is not the only virtue 
of woman ; but ftill, it is fo eflentiatly necefia* 
xy to the perfedion of her nature, that the want 
of it, if.it does not abfolutely incapacitate her 
from G\ft€y other, dcbafes any feeble infliances 
Oie happens to exert of them/' 

" Nor can it be otherwife. The moment a 
woman is known; to violate this virtue, fhe is 
looked upon as a difgrace to her fex, and given 
up to iiffamy, even by the very perfons who 
iirft feduced her to, and fliil participate in, the 
crime they perfecute/' 

** Debarred thus from tho benefits of focietv, 
where virtiie is .confirmed and enforced to 
imitation by example, flie is obliged to con- 
fort with her fifters in vice, who to filence the 
voice of confcience, and keep up their fpirits to 
purfue their miferable trade, vie with each 
other in wickednefs ; and, glorying in their 
(hame, . profefs to. deny the truth, and ridicule 
ibe : pra^iqe ■. of , tbofe pdociples from which 
they have departed, till they harden each other 
in . their . iniquity, and become incapable of re-* 
formation." 

^^ In fuch an abandoned fiate of reprobation, 
.what merit can there be in a {ingle z&. of virtue, 
that contradi<3;s the conftant tenour of their 
Jives, and owes its, rife perhaps to accident, 
varsity, or. caprice ? how light will it be found 
in the balance, when placed oppofite, to the in* 
jiumerable vices among which it ftands, and 
which always contaminate it in fome circum*^ 
dlance or other ? 

" But this even is not all. The moft pro- 
;fligate of them fees the neceiSty of putting 
^n the appearance of fomo virtues, to palliate 

.F2 tl}e 
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the horror of her profeffion.T This is the k^afon 
0f the error in which you may have been. Man 
requires but weak proof to convince him of 
what he wiihes to be true $ and therefore rea- 
dily believes the reality of this appearance, and 
receives it as a fufficient atonement for the vice 
which gives him pieafure/' 

*' Think me not too ievere in what I fay. 
There may perhaps be fome inftances to the 
contrary ; but they are too few, in comparifon 
with the others, to draw a more favourable con- 
clufion from : and the danger which would 
attend fucb a conclufion is fufficiently great to^ 
juftifyfo prudential and falutary a feverity." 

'* The only fafe rule to Amdt the judgment 
by, in all fuch cafes, is this, that a perfon who 
pirjifts in thi wilful bnach afdHy one moral vfr^ 
iufj cannot be Jinceri in the profijjkn of any others 
as a proper convidion of the duty of any muft 
j^eceflarily and invariably enforce the pradice of 
ail ; that is, with allowance for the unpreme- 
.ditated lapfes of human infirmity. 

^< Nor is there a more dangerous error than 
this, of thinking that vice and virtue can be fb 
far reconciled as to inhabit the fame breaft ; or, 
that it ispojjibie to ehnpound for the ohftinate^ ha^ 
hitual tranfgrejfion of* one auty^ by the oceafional 
performance of another \ the meSin mercenary 
motive to fucn a performance taking awav every 
ihadow of merit from it, and contradi£^mg the 
unalterable eilence of virtue, which is pure obe- 
dience." 

The fpirit's refleftions were interrupted 
here by the return of the nurfe, with the 
perfons for whom (he had been fent. The 
moment they entered the room, the fick lady 

forgot 
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forgot her ailments, and raifing heffelf up» 
«< Well, After (faid (he, looking at them with 
eagernefs and delight) I fuppofe thefe gentle- 
men have been informed on what occafion they 
have been brought here.. The momefits are 
precious. Let us, therefore, do our hudntk 
without delay ; and then we fftay tnjty our- 
felves/' 

As foon as (he faid tbb^ tmt of the gentle- 
men drew out j^en, iliky zhi paper, and fat 
down diredlly to v/ritt hct Wi))> which fjbe dic- 
tated with a r^adinefs^ t&at ibewed flie ha^ Jong 
ftuiUed it« WheA he hadi finiiheif, ihe read it 
over caireAtfly, and! i%i^d it^ in the due form of 
lair, befofc t)ie other gentlemen, who . were 
brotu^t OA ^fpofe ta atteft thk extfaordinary 
traoiSi^ion. 

The fnoment, tlif$. impostant aflair was end* 
cd, the lawyer fecthtti hk hire^ and then he 
ind^ ti^e witfiefied de{»med^ to prevent furprize i 
whe^n l&e immedidtcff funk into a ftate of weak* 
mb^ thatib^sweit her end was, approaching ve<- 
IT faff,, the extraordinary effort {he had made on 
tnia oQcafioii, having c^uite exhaufted her 
length and fpirit». 

Dreadful as fuch an alarm muit naturally be, 
it (hook not her refolotion. On notice of her 
iiriend's return, flie diimi£ed her fitter, without 
the leaft mark of teiiderneft ox regret, though 
the only relation ibe had in the world, and pre* 
pared to go tbitmgh with her defign with a con* 
ftaoqr worlby of abetter cai^fe* 
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C H A P; XXI.' 

^4 life concluded in char a 51 er. An uncommon U^ 
gacy of love and gratitude. A particular cit" 
ctimjlance^ necejfary to be attended to through the 
courfe of this curious wdrky is explained. 

AS foon as he entered the room, he ran to 
her bed-fide with' th^ utmoft impatience,, 
^herc he found her lahguifliirig in the arms of 
death. 

Such a fight aWoke his tendernefs. He fell 
upon her neck, and wept over her in bitter- 
nefs of heart. Sc genuine an expreffion of 
love operated as it were mechanically uporf' 
her, who had long been accuftomed to return 
the carefles (he received, however infipid or 
Idathfome to her. She opened her eyes \ and, 
forcing a faint fmile of fondnefs, ** flow could 
you think- (faid (he) that! could live fo many 
tedious hours without you f It is- well^ that 
you are come at length, to blefs my eyes with 
one view more of all that they delight in. Take 
c?re of this poor body ; fee that it is laid with 
decency in the- grave ; and fometimes beftow 
a thought on one whofe heart's laft wilh was 
to give you pleafufe. I have a filler who 
would perform that melancholy duty ; but T 
have long broke all connexion with her for 
your fake. You are the world to me ; and 
every tender tie of nature is fummed up in= 
your Injvc." — With thefc words, (he fainted m 

his 
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I^is arms : nor ever recovered ftrength to utter, 
another. 

As foon as her difconfolate lover recovered 
from the firft tranfgorts of his grief, he gave or-- 
^ders for her burial, with a magnificence that far 
exceeded the prefent ftate of his own affairs; 
but this he thought ifimfelf under an. obligation; 
to do, in return for her whole fortune, which 
fhe had bequeathed to htm, by a will made in 
the beginning of her illnefs 5 and which amount- 
ed to a very confiderable'fum, though all earned 
by vice and infamy. 

The next morning, after this laft token of 
his regard was paid, he was furprifed at receiv- 
ing a vifit from a perfon to whom he was an utr 
ter ftranger. After the common compliments 
of meeting, the gentleman told : hi.m, that ha 
was come from the fiftcr of th^ deceafed lady, 
to take poffeflion of fuch cffefl^ of her's as might 
be in his hands. 

'* I am forry, fir, (anfwered the widowed 
h>ver, with a fmile) that (he (hould have given 
you this unnccefl[ary trouble. My deareft girl's 
effefls and fortune are all in my pofleiEon ; nor 
iBiall I part with them to any one." 

'^ How ! fir, (replied the ftranger) not part 
with them to, the heir at law ? Pray by what; 
fight do you claim to keep them ? " 

" And pray, fir, (returned the captain, fome- 
what ofF^nded at the manner in which the other 
fpoke) by wb,at right do you aft^ me tl^t que- 
ftion?" 

** Sir, (faid the ftranger) 1 am employed by 
her fifter, to make a legal demand of her un- 
doubted right ; and if yoa do not chufe to com- 
ply with it in this amicable maimer, I know 

F 4 * how 
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how to apply in another, that may be more cf- 
fe£lual, though perhaps not quite fo agreeable/' 

** That is to fay, (retorted the captain) you 
are the lady's lawyer. Well, then, good Mr. 
lawyer, as I defire to have as little converiation 
as poffible with you, and all the worthy gentle- 
men of your profeffion, I will (hew you my 
right.** — Saying this, he unlocked a bureau, 
and taking out a paper, ** Here, fir, (faid he) 
is the lady's will, by which (be has bequeathed 
to me tvtry thing in her po(Iei3iojn« If you 
pleafe, I will read it to you.'* 

** Very poffible, fir, (anfwered the lawyer, 
with a fignificantTmile) I do not doubt but it 
may be a will of her*s ; and therefore ihall not 
give you that trouble; But, pray fir, will you 
give me leave only juft to look at the' date of 
that will ? *' 

** The date ? yes, fir, (replied the captain) 
here it is. It bears date about a year ago, juft 
in the beginning of her illneis.** 

*^ I fee, fir j (added the lawyer) and in re- 
turn for your readineis to (hew me that, will 
now ihew yoii my client's title for ^making her 
demand. Here, fir, is a will made the very day 
before the lady died, by which ihe cancels that, 
and every other will &e may have made, and 
leaves her whole fortune, real and perfonal, to 
her filler, charged only with a few legacies to her 
particular friends : and though' you may not be 
much converfant with fuch affairs, you inuft cer-^ 
tainly know, fir, that' the laft will takes place,. 
As yoa are one of l^e principal legatees, I will 
read it over to you, if you pleafe i at leaft that 
part in which your legacy is mentioned." 

The 
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The captain's furprlzp at this piece of news 
was fo great, that he had not power immediate* 
ly t9 make, any reply ; accordingly the lawyer, 
taking his filence for an aflent to bis propofal> 
opened the will with great deliberation, and 
clearing his voice with an hem or two, pro* 
ceeded to read : *^ ItetHy in. return for tke- great 
*^ expence and trouble which my dearly be** 
*' loved- friend captain L<n)ejadeYk2i& been at, in 
'^ taking, care of me, during this pain£ul and 
'< tedious illnefs, I give and bequeath to him 
" a lock of my hair, which I defire he will 
*^ have put into a locket, and wear next his- 
** heart, for my fake." 

^* Hold, fir I (interrupted the captain, rouz- 
ed by. fuch a cutting infult) ; let me fee that will. 
Why, villain, this, is not her hand ! I knew 
it was liotpoffible. This is a bafe and impu- 
dent forgery, for which ^ou fhall all be punifhr 
ed with the utmofl feventy.'' 

<* Pray, fir, (anfw^red the lawyer coolly) 
fu(pend fuch an injurious opinion for a rno^ 
ment. Look at the paper again, and you will 
fee tl^t it is not an original will, but aa atr- 
lefted copy of one, regularly proved this very 
morning in the Commons, . where you may 
fee the original any time you pleafe. As yoa 
may think proper to take advice in a matter of 
fliis confequence, I (hall wait for your anfwer 
t& my client's demand till to-morrow morning, 
when I will call upon you for it y if you do not 
chnfe to £ive us both that trouble, by fending 
sU the lady's effe£ts to her fifter's houfe thia 
evening ; to prevent any miftake in which, here 
is a copy of a fchedule'of them, which we have 
figned by the deceafed, and bearjng equal date 

F 5 with 
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with her will : and fo, fir, 1 wifh you a gborf 
morning." 

*' Pray ftay a moment, fir, (faid the cap-» 
tain, a good deal cooled by fuch an unexpected 
ftroke) and give me leave to a(k you a few que^ 
ilions. Though (he has played me fiich a bafe 
trick, J prefume I have a right to demand a re- 
imburfement of the very great expences which 
her long illnefs and burial have coft me ; and fof 
which, yon mufl be (bnfible, I have received n6 
confideration. . You appear to be a perfoii of 
character, and as Aieh t expe£fc a diFcdl and can- 
did anfwer fromi you*^" 

" I am glad, firi (anfwe^ed the kwyer) thart 
you fee reafon to entertain a better opfnioti of 
.me, than you ivere pleafed to exprefs O'Httte 
while ago ; but I cannot give you fuch- an an- 
fwer as will be very! pleafing t«o you. You -fay 
>you have received no cchfideratioA ^ pfay; (if^ 
did not the lady cohabit with you, both before 
and during her illnefs ? Now,, fir, light as you 
may mak^ of fuch a matter, the'kw admits of 
.fuph cohabitation as «, valuable confideraiion^ 
4iot only foi^ whatever expences a man m^y be 
at while it continues^ but alfo for the reco^py 
of a promifed maintenancey after it ceafes : and 
therefore you can hav^- no right to exped pay- 
ment, efpfcially as you buried h^r of your own 
free wiUy and without confulting her heir. If 
.you have any further commands, I will wajt up*- 
on you when you pleafer j but at pcefeat I am in 
hafte. A gentleman, waits for me at thex:oiiee)- 
houfe. Sio", your fervent/' 

It is impoffible to defcribe the. captain's fitua^ 
tion at the difcovery of fuch a bafe de- 
:ceit. He railed at^the whole fex in the grq^ 
eft .terms, and curfed^his own credulity for 

bein^ 
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t>eing made a dupe to one of the moft infamous 
of them. 

When he had vented the firft tranfports of 
his rage in this manner^ it occurred to him, 
that the whole might poffibly be a contrivance 
of the fifter's and her lawyer, who having* 
fome way learned that he was out that day, fix- 
ed upon it as a proper time to date their pre-* 
tended will. 

But this cpnje£lure was foon overturned, up- 
on examining his fervants, who all informed 
him of the nurfe's having gone out immediate- 
iy after him, and brought their miftrefs's fifter, 
with that very perfon^ and three more whom, 
^ey did not know, who were fhut up in her 
loom a confiderable time, and went awayt)u^ 
}uft before he returned. 

Difappointed in this hope, be went direftly 
to an attorney of his acquaintance, in whole 
judgment he had a confidence, to try if ther© 
was not fome redrefs in the law for fo grofs ai»^ 
abufe as he had fuiFered ; but he had the morti- 
fication to find, that he mud fubmit< to tha 
whole, and be fatisfied with the lock of his be- 
loved* s hairy though he wanted not that legacy^ 
to keep her eternally in his remembrance* 

" Well, (faid my guide, as foon as this ex-i 
traordinary fcene was ended) what Js your opi-s 
nion now of the virtues of a proftitute ^ ' Thehp 
profeflion is,, to pretend regards they never- ftel i 
and you fee flie has preferved a per-feft unifor- 
mity of chara£ler to the end of her life; and 
yet. flic was one of the moft remarkable of thenx 
^I for the virtues, you mentioned, ^s to her^ 
lover, bafe as her treatment of him was, ho^ 
jkr^wit ypoq hinafelf,, by his infatuated dotage,. 
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and defer vcd to be deceived for placing confi- 
dence nn a woman whofe whole life he knew 
to hjive been a ft^ies of deceit, — What is the 
ipatter ? You fecn> furprifed at fometbiag; ! "— ^ 

" O gracious fpirit^ (anfwered 1) what caa 
this mean ? We have attended the progcefr of 
this laft fcene through z feries of many dayjs ;* 
and yet I fee all the other c^jeAs round me 
exa£bly in the fanie fituation as when it began.. 
How Caii-this be ? Haye their adiions been fuf- 
pendedv till we fhould he at lei&ire lo attend ta 
them ? " 

** Your furpriae (replied he) is natural. You 
judge according to the mode of m^n's concep- 
tion, whofe limitted faculties are incapable of 
comprehending th ngs at once j and therefore 
are obliged to receive them in a flow fucce£Son» 
which you call time. But beings of a fupeiior 
nature, af e not under that difadvantage* Oiiv 
powers are more extenfive j and the fhorteft 
glance (hews us the whole progrefs of the moft 
complicated tranfaftion^ bringing, all its parts 
together In one view before us. This power I 
have for the prefent communicated to you, as 
I could not other wife attend to give you the 
information you defire in the tedious courfe of 
human comprehenflon. But you will under- 
ftand this better^ when I tell you, that what 
feemed to you a feries of many days, in reality 
< was not sk minute, according to youV manner 
of fpeaking* Attention to this will pievent a 
like furprise on future occaiions/' 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXII. 

An.accmMt^an unherfal genius. Seme mr tons 
ftcreU in th. trade sf an author i with a: mm 
way of replying to impertinmt remark. 

WH I L E I was re6e£lmg oa what my 
guide had juft faid^ ^^ Turn your eye 
iSm way, (condoled he) and obferve that per-* 
Ion yonder. He is one of the (brongeft inftances 
of the danger of indulging an indifcriminate de- 
fire of praife ; and being fedueed by the firft 
iiniles of fucceis to farn> fchemes fbr acquiring 
even the nx>ft imaginary pre-eminence over tho 
refi: of mankind. 

*^ To underfland the nature of ihe diftrefs^ 
which, as you fee, corrodes his heart, and 
makes him incapable of enjoying the fitvourt 
fortune has heaped upon him, it will be ne-* 
cdEuy to take a fhort view of his life^ 

*^^ He wa& bom in one of the lower ranks of 
the people, where mceffity filences the vioice 
o( ambition, and obliges men to have recourfe 
to the more immediately ufeful arts, of induftry 
and labour, to fupply their own wants^ and mi-^ 
nifler to the convenience of thofe above them* 
But though the poverty of. his parents prevented 
tiMir extending their views beyond their own 
iphere^ to the way of Hfethey propofied forhim, 
a dawn of genius, which marked the opening 
of his youth, prompted them %o exert the utmoft 
of their abilities in giving him the firft rudiments 
of a good education* 

« Such 
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** Such care, when diftated by prudenccj^ 
atul not the fond refult oif injudicious partial 
vanity, is feldon/ unfuccefsful 5 though for a 
while it feemed to counter-a6t their principal 
defign, by leading; him into purfuits of a differ- 
ent nature from tnofe. marked ocit for hiaiy and 
making him defpke and negleft the law illiberal 
profeilion he was bred to* . 

*' But one of thofe lucky accidents which go- 
vern life, and fhew the iftiignificancy of human 
forecaft and wifdom, effected what their moft 
ianguine fondnefs could never have fuggefted the 
remote ft hope of. 

** After he had languifhed for fome years in' 
obfcurity and indignant difcontent at the fe'*- 
verity of his fate, he happened one day, iii a 
mixed . company, which bad met upon fome 
public occafion, to fit next to one of the mbft. 
ingenious perfons of the age. 

*' The coAverfation in fuch places general- 
ly turns on fubje£^s the leaft agreeable to oien 
ef reafbn J and is -carried on with fuch noifcand 
confufion, .that, in their own defence, they are 
obliged to enter into private chat with thofe next 
them, to avoid being applied to, if they appear- 
ed di (engaged* 

^' Accordingly, the gentleman a&ed him 
feme of the common queftions which lead in- 
« to difcourfe, defigned only to confume time ; 
but he, ambitious of appearing to advantage in 
"^e eyes of a peribn of his oharaSer, foon took 
an opportunity to divert the converfation to 
thofe fubje6is which he knew would be moft 
pleating to him ; in which he difplayed fuch ex- 
tenfive reading, fuch delicacy of tafte, and 
depth of judgment, with famodeft.a diffidence 
; . . ia 
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fh his own, and fubmii&ye deference for th^ 
opinion of th« other, that he politely invited 
him to his hoiifey foF the pleafur^ of improving 
their acquaintance^ 

" From that day, his profpefts began to 
brighten. The gentleman, pleafed with the 
thought of having refcued a man of fuch abtli^ 
ties from obfcurity, not only received him in- 
to the clofefl intimacy, but alfo introduced him 
to the knowledge of fuch of the great as were 
moft eminent for patronizing literary merits 
whofe favours in a manner prevented his very 
wifhes». 

. *« The SsOf advantage* he toofc of this happy 
-change, was ta quit the mean profeffion he had 
tbeen educa^ iii, and enter into the moft re^^ 
.putable in which the abilities of the human 
mind can be exerted ; where the intereft of his 
rnew friends foon crowned his fame with the folid 
reward of an honourable and affluent eftabliih* 
.ment. 

. ** During the Kfe of his friend, he preferved 
chis efteem by the moft artful and*^ delicate ad^ 
dr^fs* Senfible of the iptplacability of literary 
rivaHhip} he carefully avoided the particular 
paths the other had advanced in- to that envied 
eminence b^ now enjoyed, and to- which he aP- 
ferted a kixKl of excludve rights diredUng his 
ftudies fo different a way, that far from being 
jealous of an: emulation, his ftiend g^ve the 
;>ian£tion('of kfs own moft fanguine approbation, 
to eftabliflt. his fame; and at his death, gave 
^Ae ftrongeft proof of his confidence in his ab»- 
lities and integrity, by entrufting him with the 
€are of fome of bis. works whict\ were not yet 
publiihed, 
. - ' "So 
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^* So honourable a t^ftimony eftabliflied bk 
reputation in the highefl efteetn ; but a vaia 
ambition of appearing in thie abfurd charader of 
an univerfal genius^ foon precipitated him from 
this envied height. 

^^ For the reafon of the referve which had 
hitherto kept him within his proper bounds 
being now removed, he refolved to give his 
parb their full fcope i and to (hew that his tafte 
for the works of imagination was equal to his 
judgment in the abftrufer purfuits of fcience, he 
publifhed a coUedion of old ballads^ with notes 
and inundations^ critical and explanatory \ in the 
courfe of which he difcovered fuch a contempt 
for the opinions of all other writers, and Qb»- 
truded his own with fuch an air of authority^ 
without deigning even to give any;reafons in 
their fupport, that he provoked the univerfal 
indignation of that irritable race > one of whom, 
in particular, levelled the canons of ridicule 
againft his work, in fuch a fpirited, poignant 
manner, that, in defpite of his confidisnce in his 
0wn opinion, and contempt for that of others, 
lie was obliged to fupprefs it, at a very confix 
•derable expence. 

*< The leaft flip on the fiimmit of a precipice 
is dangerous. The firft diigrace he met in this 
affair gave bis reputation a deep wound ; and 
another work, publifiied foon afitci, in which 
be advanced, opinions, contrary to the general 
i^fe of mMdnd, and undertook ta. fupport 
them, by arguments ekher triffiag, or evidei^ 
Jy fubverfive of them, entirely ruined it for 
ever ; and he became ojf no more confequence 
in the literary world, than if he was actually 
dead. 

« How- 
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^< However, tha^ very opiniated a>nfidence 
which drew him into this difgrace, prevented 
his iinkmg under the weight of it ; and enables 
him to look down with difilain npoh all whQ 
prefume to differ with him, without even 
vouchfafing to take the leaft notice of their ob- 
jeAions. 

<' But under this appearance of unconcern, 
his heart is a conftant nrey to the pangs of dif- 
apppinted ambition, ana the moft jrancocous efi« 
vy ; and he fecretly defcends to the naeaneft. ar- 
tifices, to reftore his loft credit, aad deftsoy 
that of his hated rivals." 
. Juft a5 my guide had concluded his ac- 
count of this extraordinary perfonage, a man 
entered to him, whom be feemed to hav^ ex- 
pected for fome time. ^^ I.fuppoie,fir, ((aid 
)ie, without deigning to take the leaft notice of 
the profound refpei^ with which the otiher ap-* 
proached him} you.miftook the time wihea'I 
kt you know I mould be at leifure to fe^ yon i 
or you would not have m^e me wait tbia half 
boun" 

*< I moft humbly beg your pardon,, fir, (aor 
fwered the other) but I was delayed by an un- 
expedled affair. A particular friend of mkM 
called at my (hop, juft as I was coming to wail 
upon you, to inform me, that there waa a verji 
fmart pamphlet to come out in a day or two 
againft your laft book* As I happen to hav^ 
connections with the printer, I went to hiip dn 
re£Uy, and by. much entreaty prevailed upon 
him to let me have one of them' in {heets^ 
which I have here brought with me in or«» 
der that you may have an anfwer to it ready« 
before it can have done us much mifchief<k 

Hero 
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Hiere it is ! — Will you pleafe ta look Ihto^ 
it ? " 

** No, fir ! not I ! (replied he) I am not at 
leifure to rtzi /mart pamphlets, at this time." 

** But, fir, (returned the other) confider what 
a- prejudice it may do your bock." — . 

" A prejudice !— rNo, fir, ihat is impoffible ;• 
(interrupted he, peevifhly) quite impoiEble, 
that a thoufand pamphlets, though never fo 
fmart^ in your expreiEve phrafe, mould do any 
prejudice to that book. Nothing; can do a ppe- 
jyd ice to that book inthe opinion of the learned 
and judicious.. 

•* If they cannot do the book a prejudice, fir, 
(fa id the bookfeller, as he now appeared to be)* 
I know to my coft, that they can prejudice the 
fdle of it \ which is fo heavv al^ead^, that I ani> 
like to be at a confiderabie lofs, if fomething 
cannot be done to pufli it on. And for this 
pi^rpofe, I have here brought you all the books 
artd pamphlets which have been written againft 
it; and fiiali take it as a favour, if you will 
write a general anfwer to them all together; in 
which it will not be amifs, to throw in fomc per- 
fonal reflexions againft the authors, that may 
provoke them to reply j by which means a con-^ 
troverfy may be fet on foot, tha^ may raife a cu- 
wofity to read the book. 

" Many a book is helped ofF this- way, that 
clfe would have lain long enough upon hands. 
Nay, I know an author of eminence who al- 
ways anfwers his own books, and then replies 
to the anfwers again, and both with fych. ani- 
mofity, fuch ripping and tearing, that one 
would fwear they were written by the bittereft 
tojemiest; by which management, he not only 

felJ^ 
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fells his book, but alfo makes a good peiiny o£ 
the controrerfy too." 

" Well, and pray, good fir, (anfwered the 
author, who had liftened to him all this while 
with the greateft appearance of indifFerence) 
what do you tell me this fine ftory for ? Do you. 
want me to imitate the praftice. of your eminent 
authors ? " 

*' Pardon me, fir, (replied' the bookfeller) I 
would by no means give you that trouble. I 
amfenfible your time is too valuable to be fpent 
that way j but I hope you will think proper to* 
anfwer the objeftions which have been made by. 
others. Your own reputation, as well as my 
mtereft, arc concerned. You know I paid you 
an high price for the copy, and have printed the 
book in the moft elegant and expenfive man- 
. ner, and it would be hard to let me lofe by it 



now." 



, " I have told you often (returned the au- 
thor, haughtily) there can be no danger of 
your lofing. Such a book muft necefTarily fell $ 
and the attacks of thofe infisnificant fcribblersr 
Only prove its merit. Envy is always the fha- 
dow of excellence. However, as you fecm to 
be ahirmcd at thefe anfwers, or whatever they 
are called, to fatisfy you, I will reply to them,'*' , 
** Sir, I am much obliged to you, (faid the 
fcookfeller, putting a parcel of books and pam- 
phlets out of his bofom and pockets) here 
they are. You fee there have been a good ma-, 
ny nibbling at you." 

- '* Pray, fir, (ftid the author, with an air of 
difguft) do not give yoUrfelf the trouble of 
taking them out. I have no manner of occar-^ 

fion for them* . 

♦ . ». ••• Is 
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** I beg pardon> fir, (anfwered the bookfcl- 
ler) I did not know you had them. Then I 
will only leave. this laft, which you have not 
<ecn/' 

" Sir, I have not feen any of them, (replied 
the author) nor do I deilre to fee them. Pray 
be fo good as to take them all away together/' 
— ** How, fij^ I I thought you faid you would 
anfwer themi*'— *' True, fir ; but I did not fay 
alfo that I would read them, I hope." — " Sir f 
I do not luiderftand you, fir. How can you 
anfwer books without reading them i " 
. ** Sir, you aflc a great many qu^eftions. Why, 
fir, I know that any thing written againft thai; 
book muft be nonfenfe; which I will fay in the 
preface to another, book I am now writing : 
and this will be a fufficient anfwer.'*,— ** And 
in the mean time, before that book comes out^ 
they will have damned the other eternally. S^*^ 
•T-oir^-^-I'beg pardon ; but I canhot help fpeak- 
ia£. . I am much afraid that fuch an anf^ttei^ 
Will not be fufficient* That -r- that — that ia 
only-giving your opinion of your own book.'^ 
— r-<^< And pray, fir, whofe opinion is better^ 
who is a better judge ?'* — '* I do not fay aay, 
one is a better judge^ fir. But, fir, the public 
niay require a^^a-<»a more particular anfwer. 
If that would do^ any author would fay fo 
much in defence of the worft book that eves 



was written." 



<< Well, fir, (faid the author, putting on X 
look of offended dignity) as I do not thinly 
that book the worft that ever waa written, I 
fliall not fay any more In defence c^ it, let 
the j)ublic expei^ what they will. lampofi- 
tive It muft work its way, in fpite of a thour 

fand 



THE REVERIE. 117 

fund iiich ignorant cavillers, But^ to make you 
^afy, if it mould not fell, I will make good the 
lofs to you. You (hall not fuffer by it." 

<* I am much obliged to you, 'fir, (anfwered 
the bookfeller^ making a moft profound reve- 
rence) that 18 fufficient, full fufEcient. I hopf? 
you are not offended at my^«anxiety. I'^ould 
by no means .*^ 

*• Pray* fir> (rejdied the author) let me heat 
no more of it • If you are fatisfied, I hope that 
is enough." 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Extraordinary in/lances of one author* s regard fAr 
the reputation of another \ with ajhort method 
offilencing competitors for Uterary fxme. 

THE adjufting of this delicate affair dif- 
pelled the dould that hung upon their 
brows, and reftored their mutual complaifancy 
and good humour. 

"1 imagined, fir, (faid the author, reaching 
the bookfeuer his finiff-box, as a pledge of per^ 
fe£l amity) you muft have had fome particular 
bufinefs with me, by the earneftnefs with which 
you defired to fee me." 

^« Sir, (anfwcrcd he) I wanted to beg your 
opinion of that manufcript which I took the 
liberty to fend you laft week. The author 
called upon me yeftfrday ; and« infifts upon 
having my definitive aniwer this afternoon.'* 
«— << And pray, what does he a(k for that fine 
affair i''—>^< Sir> he fays he will not abate of 

the 
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the price I wrote you word ; which, high as ft 
ht I think I had better give him, as his name 
will not fail to fell the book." 

*VSir, you know your own bufinefs beft; 
but I. am fatisfied it can never fell, .:and will cer- 
tainly ruin the gentleman's reputation : to pre- 
orent which, as 1 have a great regard for him, 
if I thought my interfering; in it could never 
x:Qme to his .Juiowledg^, I would even buy it 
xnyfelf, and bum it 5 l?y which Qieans his ne- 
ceilities would be fupplied, and his character 
faved." 

•** You .are very ..good, fir. There are fejv 
vv'ho would be at fuch an expence, to fervc a 
friend now o' days. As to his knowing any 
thing of the matter, I hope you are fenfible you 
can depend upon me." 

'^ Then, fir, here is the money to give him." 
/*— " The money, fir! ye^, fir, that is juft the . 
author's money. But prav what doyoudefign 
to' let me have for ray pront on it ? ;Yqu cannot 
expe6l that I ihould buy and fell without fome 
profit." 

*^ Profit, fir ! I did not imagine you could 
Jefire profit in fuch an affair as this, where you 
iiaveno trouble, or run any ri(k of lofs." 

" No trouble,. fir ! .Dear fir, you little think 
fwhat trouble I (hall have with this gentleman 
about the publication of thist)ook; nor how 
•many evafiotls, or lying excufes, I muft invent 
to put him olF. The. generality of authors, it is 
true, give themfelves no farther trouble about^a 
book the moment they leceive their copy-mo- 
ney* It is equal to them, whether it is burnod 
or pubiifhed. But this is a different cafe. This 
gentleman, experts to efiabliih a. character by his 
•wprks." « Wejl, 
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"« Well, fir, and what projfit dc^ Jrou-ex- 

:pea?" ' - 

*' Why, fir, every thing being confidcred, J 
cannot poifSbly- let you have it for lefs than as 
much more as the author gets/' 

*'>How, fir! as much more aa the author 
gets! Is not that a very unreafonable de- 
mand ? " 

" Not at all, fir. Not in the leaft. But if 
you think it is, I am far from preffing you to 
give it. It is paying very dear, to be iUre, for 
doing a man a piece of iervice;' and I (hall lofe 
confiderablyj alfo,rby obliging you. Why, fir, 
there is fuch an expec^tion of this book, that the 
common number of a firft edition is befpoke by 
the trade already. In fliort, I do not know what 
I may lofe by parting with it. As to its being 
xlouble what the author gets, that is no rule. 
What authors get is but a trifle, in comparifon 
of the, profits of a. .good book. The gentleman 
had but an hundred for that.atheifiical book^you 
anfwered ; but the bookfeller made a good thou- 
sand of it. I was very unlucky in miffing that 

*^ I hope, fir, the anfwer made you amends* 
You paid no fuch price for that ; and chrifiian 
charity will not let me doubt its felling better 
than fuch a vile book. The age, bad as it is, 
cannot be fo depraved as to prefer that book to 
the anfwer." 

*' Alack a day, my dear^fir, the anfwer was 
.quite another fort of thing. It never ibid at all. 
No body had the leaft defire to read the anfwer*'* 

*' That is very odd I very odd indeed I Well, 
fir, I fhall not diipute with you. Here is. the 
•money." 

"Sir, 
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<< Sir, I thank you* But that is right ! Have 
you heard, fir, that the gentleman who wrott 
that other hook, the firft edition of which I 
bought up for you, along with the right of co^^ 
py, from the publilher, and fold again for your 
account the p^ry-cooks and chandlers Ihbps, 
/ as wafte paper, has written another on one of 
the moft interefting fubje£is that can be con- 
ceived, whidi he defigns to publifh himfelf ; as 
the trade, prejudiced by the fuppofed mifcar* 
riage of the former, have refufed to give him 
his price for It*'* 

" Obflinate, flt^melefs wretch ! To write 
* again, after fuffering fuch a difgrace I But is 
there no way to prevent his expofing himfelf in 
this manner ? " 

*« No, fir, but by buying his books from him, 
which, as I faid before, is a very dear way of 
doing him fervice ; efpecialiy as his pride makes 
bfm hold it at a very high prfce, to ihew that he 
is not confcious of any demerit to have deferved 
the former difgrace." 

«< Opiniated coxcomb ! However, I will 
difappoint his vanity, at leaft for this time ; fo 
even buy it for me as cheap as you can : and 
I hope you will not defire any profit in this af- 
fair." 

*^ *« Only the allowed profit of the trade. Ten 
per cent, no more ; though you muft be fen- 
fible, that as the failure of the former book pro- 
ceeded not from any want of merit in it, I 
might reafonably expe<3 to make much more 
by publifhing this myfelf. There is another 
affair, that gives me a great deal of uneafinefs. 
The author of that book in which you made 
the alterations^ called at my ihop yefterday, and 

abufed 



THE REVERIE. lu 

V 

sbnfed me in die graffeft manner, charging the 
mifaU'riage of the book entirely on them, and 
threatening to take perfooat revenge of me, if I 
did not difcover who had firved him in fo bafe a 
mftnnet, I put him off for that time as weH at 
I could, by declaring that I knew nothing of the 
matter, and wouM make theflrid^ft enquiry a« 
bout it ; but wliat to fay when he calls next, I 
know not, as I kaagiae you would not haveyoilc 
Dame mentioned." 

^^.Ignoraat blockhead ! The only merit in 
the book is in thofe akerations. No ! my name 
muft not be mentioned by any means ; and your 
beft way it to infift that you know nothing of 
the matter ; and if he gives you any abufe^ or 
ofiers tothre^n you, put him into the' hands of 
a Izwjm^ ami he will ioon make hfm quiet/' 

^< Indeed, I believe that is the only method 
of getting rid of him* Sir, I wifli you a good 
morning. I fliail obferve every thing you haVo 
(aid lo me.** 

Asifdon as he was gone, the other began to 
refiedl upm 'iliei traAfaSions of the morning* 
'< Well, (faid he, after mu&ig for fome mo- 
ments} if i do pay femediing dear for tho(e 
bOBkks^ I remove twd formidable rivals with- 
out any ihoi^ ttouUe; and not that only, I 
can alfo take what I like out of them, and in- 
fertifein-ibyownworks; in doing which there 
is nothing unfair^ as^oety buying them has made 
thenyabibluedymy^ own property* As to an- 
fwerii^ ^tk(dk ponp^pfalets. It is by no ^meahs 
worth my while. ' I will not immortalise fuch 
paukry.ibnbblen^ by taking any notice of them. 
If ad Fti^il treated Bamm and Mmnus with 
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proper contempt, their names had perifhed with 
themfelves, and not been handed down to lateft 
pofterity, in his works/' 

CHAP. XXIV. 

A rare example of modefty and refpeSf^ vn a mo/f 
trying occajion. A fure way of getting n good 
charaifer 'y with fome Jhort reJle£ifons on titerary 

and other moreferious matters. • ^ 

■ ' . < 

AS he was in the midft of this ihodeft me*, 
ditation, a fervant came to let; him know 
that a particular gentleman was come to wait> 
upon him. *^ Shew him into the parlour (faid. 
he) I am engaged at prefent. When I am at 
leifure to fee him, I will ring.'* 

^< He is come ^continued he, as foon as he 
was alone) to infult me with the fuccef$ of his. 
infignificant, trifling book. But, I will mor- 
tify his pride ; he fhall fee that I am not in the. 
number of his fooliih admirers.'' 

Saying this, he fell into a filent contepapla- i 
tion of his own confequence, , which he indulged . 
fo long,, that his vifitor (hewed the height of* 
complaifance in waiting for him. 
^ At length, however, the important bell rung, 
and he was admitted ; when, advancing with a ; 
profound reveretice, ^' I have made bold to wait ; 
upon you, fir, (faid he) to impart an affair that < 
I hope will not be unpleafing." . 

** Pray, fir, what may that be?" (anfwcred'^i 
the other, without defcending.from his dig|iity» 
by making any return to his fdiute.) . t 

•* Sir, 
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** Sir, (replied be, rubbing his hands, and 
looking at them, as if to admire their white- 
jiefs) 1 have a very advantageous offer made me, 
to write a fecond.part to my laft book ; I (hould ' 
be glad to know in what particular manner you 
would have me mention vou in it."— '^Mention 
the^ fir ? I do not undernand you." 

<< I mean, fir,' what you would have me fay 
of your works, as I deiign to take notice of all 
the eminent writers of the times.-' 

** Sir, I am obliged to you for your inten- 
tion tapay me a compliment; but 1 had much 
rather you would let it alone. I have no ambi- 
tion to be clafled among your eminent writers, 
nor even mentioned in their worics. I would 
gladly have cxcufed it before." 

<^ I hope you do not think it a difcredit, fir,' 
to be fpoken of in a work that has ran through 
fifteen editions ? " 

^< The number of editions is nioft certainly 
an excellent proof of the merit of a book ; wit- 
nefs Onanioy and the Pilgrim* s Progrefs. In- 
deed, my friend, I mufl be candid with you. I 
had much rather that book had never been pub- 
liihed, for your own fake. I know the breath 
of prefetit approbation is apt to intoxicate ; but' 
if you will make an eftimaU of the manners and 
principles rf the times^ you will own that it im- 
plies a diicreditto pleafe fuch an effeminate de- 
bauched tafte as reigns at prefent ; and that no 
work which fucceeds now can poffibly^ meet the' 
approbation of pdAerity. And who would be 
at the pains of writing, if it were not for the' 
hope of making his name immortal ? " 

*• All, fir, have not* the fame fuhlime way 
of thinking,- - nor the abilities to execute it^ 
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which you are blefled with ;' but that muft not 
make us negled to improve the lal^iit given ms* 
Prefent fame in fuch matters ^s thefe is prcfent 
profit ; and that is the firft obje^ to be dpfired 
in my humble ftate. For the opinion of pofte- 
rity, I muft rely upon the manner in whicb you 
jfhail pleafe to m/enpon me in yeurwprics: bUf 
there is one thing in which I liiMft have e^- 
pr^i&d myfelf imperfe£tly, as you feem to h^ve 
miftalcen my meaning. When I, mentioned 
eminent writers^ I was far from defigai^g to 
rank ypu in a cUfs with any other. Thor^'^re 
degrees of eminence ; the firft of which, 1 ami 
ienfit>)e, vofi poJTefs alone, and that in fo dif- 
tjngu^ed ^ maimer, that your writings only 
are fufficient to vindicate the age from (be re« 
proach of ignorance, and barbarifin. Tlie enii* 
r^ence pf o^ef writers is only in CQ9H?afifon tp 
the common herd of mankind, aiid r^fes ibenn 
not to a ieyel with you, \^ ^ere fittiog where 
they darp.not foar." 

4< Well, fir, if y«u think qiy n^me will be 
if fervicq to your book, I am fiitis^^dthat you 
U\ould infe^ it i and, to fave you tr<)Ubl^ ifiil 
write that, part 9iyfel(, as I di4 on the iForaicr 
occ^ifion. S^, pray Sr, 4o you not think it 
nece^arv to anfwer the objp^iogs m^d^ H> your 
laft book bfsfore you write- another on tl^ f^ii^ 

fybjpa?" . . ' ' 

, . ^< . No, fir, npt in the leaA ; I intend to fol* 
low. yourexample, and ts^ke no nodfze of tk w^*" 

. <^ But— r fir — your csdb and min^ are i)ttite 
diifiprent* My woi;k9 s^re defigned for future 
ages, and therefore cannpt be ajFe^ed by fud^ 
feeble attack^ But ypuifs, \irbich are but the 
blofrQi^ of a4^> ;we li^e u^. b^ WMled by 

t every 
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evtry breath c^ wind. Tho deep-rooted oak 
feels- not the breeze that overtorns the gawdy 
tulip." 

«< PardQn me, fir, I prefume not>to make any 
comparifen. I afti juftly fenfiUeof thedifference. 
Howevm*, as I do not find that they have been 
able to do oie any prejudice, I fhall take no 
trolible about them. You will pleafe to let me 
ha^your account of your own works as foon as 

u can, as I fliall fend the book to prefs diredl- 
y. Sir, your moft humble fervant.'' 

There was fomething (o defpicably mean and 
difingenuous in tbeli^^ft fcenes, that I was real- 
ly glad t^ben they were ended. 

«« You fte (faidmy guidb, fmiling) how low 
ambition cah.ftoep. Of all the paffions which 
a£hiate the human heart, the ftrongeft and moft 
univerfal is this iaye of feme, next to thofe of 
ielf^prefervatieii aiKixontin«ii% the fpecies s both 
df wllidi even k crften furilMunts. 

^ To duts 'in»ibiise^1iowe\Rer miftaken fenfci 
■ny every purfiiit ai man be tt-aced. The felon 
wiio fined die terapiji, had the fame d^fire of ah 
immortal name with himwhofe better genius 
prompted htm to build it ; aaadnioftof the atio- 
ciotis crimes which di%race the hiftory of man« 
kind, m<iy in fome meafure be deduced from the 
fame principle. 

^< But of all the inflances of the tyranny of 
this paffion, the moft violent, and at the fame 
time the moft abfurd in its effoSts, is literary 
ambition. 

•* The obvious motive of a peifdn's under- 
taking the laborious talk of writing to the pub^ 
lic^ is a benevolent defire to promote their hap^ 
pinefsi, either, by informing {he ufiderftanding# 
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or alleviating the cares and anxiety of life by ra* 
tional entertainment.—- ~^I mention not thofe 
whom neceiSty drives to this method of fupply- 
ing their wants. 

•* But there are very few who write from this 
motive alone ; and even of thofe who may have 
originally fet out with it, fcarce one perfeveres 
without yielding to hiafles of a nature diredly 
contrary, and facrificine the moil facred princi- 
ples of ftrid and moral virtue to a vain luft of 
popular admiration, and a jealous envy ef his 
'Competitors ; the virulence of which not only 
•poifons the enjoyment of that fame which he has 
already acquirea, but alfo precipitates him into 
fchemes for engroffing more, which difappoint 
liis defign, and deprive him of what he really de- 
fcrvcs." *. 

** Of the jufticc bCthefe obfervatiohs (faid I) 
this perfon is a fufficient proof; but there is one 
thing, the reafon of which I cannot comprehend^ 
and that is the fervile complaifance with which 
Che other author bore his haughtinefs, and the 
fiilfome adulation he paid him in return of bis 
infults and contempt." 

' «* You may remember ^anfwered he) I told 
you he was advanced to an honourable eftablifh- 
ment -in his profeffion. In virtue of that efta* 
blifhment, he has many opportunities of prefer- 
ring others to very lucrative employments under 
him. This is the fecret motive of that behaviour 
i|i them both, which gave you fuch juft of- 
fence. 

• ** Of all the profeffions of men, there is not 
one whofe principles are fo pure from every re- 
proach of this kind as this ; yet fuch is the force 
of human perverfion^ that there is none- in 

which 
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which' diofe vjtes df ferviHty and pride are (b uni- 
verfaily {Sra^tifed ; and that with fo little difguifet 
that, a$ if the very inftitutipn was inverted, the 
former is become the general means of riilng in 
it, while the latter is looked upon as the firft 
prerogative of power, and borne with patience, 
from an hope of exerting it on that exaltation 
which all afpire to; for, however flrange it 
may found in fpeculation, experience invariably 
(hews that meannefs and pride fpring from the 
fame bAfe principle, and always, fucceed each 
other on a change of circumftances/' 

SS Sk %& SS SS SS ^Bt Sc. %M. CS 4B SS gJ Cs SS t^ SS g^.JIB 

CHAP. XXV- 

Tbipkdfuris ofbiing a great man, Mxfteries in 
- politicks. Urn drawn-bi^ttU leaves resm for 
, another. Children and fools fall out at flay. 

^* TT^ URN your eye now (continued my 
X guide) to yonder little village, and be^ 
})old a inadow of human grandeur, that may 
enable you to form a juft eflimate of the fub* 
ftance. That perfon whom, you fee embarraf- 
fed with the enfigns of ftate, and finking under 
die weight of his imaginary importance, was one 
of the principal fervants in his mafter's houfe. 

*^ So near a view of power fired him with an 
ambition to exert it himfelf, though in the moft 
limite4 delegation. Accordingly, he prevailed 
with his mafter to make him fteward of that 
manor where he n6wis;.fome particular cir* 
cumftances in the tenure of which oblige hiin 
to indulge the tenants with all the pageantry of 
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power> all tire fonaalicids -9i liberty, thoiigfa 
without any i>f t&e real advauntage^ of either* 

*' Nor is the power entru^ed to^ their tern-* 
porary goveraorfr moie iplid* The fervam of 
thjs Aiperior fexrants of his m^er, he goes 
ivich his hands tied'up; and a£ts a part pte^ 
fcribed for him> in which the leaft departure 
from his orders is immediately over^mled, and 
his prefumption cfa«cked mim a Xevert repri* 

^^ Such a modceryof^ commiind i& the moft 
painful aggravation erf" fetvitude- It is an in* 
fult that makes even wretchednefs more wretch-^ 
ed. Yet Co flrong is the.v^ity of the humaA 
heart, that the inemmable advantages of inde« 
pendence are. 4^1y. fa9r|fi9ed to this wortblefi, 
empty (hew. 

^^-How this miBik ftate fo fupf^rtcd by theft 
monarchs of a dav, and what* pleafure it af- 
fords jto balance toe paiiivdF* iuch a tantdli&ing 
fituation, you will foon fee. But that you may 
aiore diftindly imderftand the fcene, which is 
juil ready to open, it is neeef&iry to give you a 
general fketch of the principal things upon^hich 
It turns.. 

** I obferved to you, that there are fdlne 
particular circumftances in the tenure of this 
manor. The chief of thefe^ and that on 
which all the reft depend is, that ^t though 
^* Jubordtnate to^ end dependent oh the principal 
** manor ^ in which the lordrefideiy it isjtill adi^ 
^^ JtinSi manor in itfelf^ with a right to hold 
•* courts i and make laws ^ for its own government i 
** hut that thefe laws are not to be of forces tiH 
^^ they are approved' of fy the' courts efthi prin^^ 
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^ cipal maaor^ which courts havt alfo a righp to 
** nuAi laws to^ bmd this,*' 

" TJie perplexity and contyadi6tions in thi^ 
comidicated afiair are too evident to require be- 
ttig pointed out \ yet, fur /rem fltiving to re- 
move them, in the proper maxiagQment of tbi^ 
very perplexity confifts the whole myftery of tlie 
politicks of this manor.. 

"^'v For die fte wards, and iliofe whom thejf 
ean attach >to their party by lucrative employ-i 
ments^ always make a pretext of the articles of 
fittordination and dependence^ to oppofe tvery at*, 
tempt made in* the court-leet by the apfSarent 
friends of the manor, to* promote its ieparat^ 
interefl i as, on the other hand^ di^^ mendsh 
eagerly caYch at and inftft on the oppofitSe oner^ 
ol lAr hiing..a diftin^ mamrr dK/i hitbing right 
efimakif^iisi4fumlaws^ to en^rrafs' the ordi«^ 
Rady cout<fe^of thb govemmeat) and- embroil titer 
fleirarda with the people, by propoTing laws in 
their oonfeqtumoes deftni£fcive of that d^pen-t 
(iente; ftills wearied out by finding that theie 
t^bounis in vabi^ or (as is much oftener the 
cafe) xAtmnia^ Home place orpenfton^ the real 
0Vjf£&k which .they had in view,, they at length 
'i)ti^ thchr^ oppofition, juft in ^e critical mo^ 
mtnt wlnen) it might hWe been expe6led to pnn 
diice fome important confequences^ 
. *^ Thus all thing? remain in their formes 
ftate of- uncertainty and confu&>n ; each- part^ 
thiiikif^ they have done enough in baiHing tha- 
attempts of the other, and not abfolutely givingr 
up the caufe- of contention, but leaving thefklq: 
open for future difputants, to try their foriim^y. 
ea a more fay otirable occasion/' •■ , 
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'** It muft appear ftrange to you, that the 
(leward fhould be ordered to obftru£t the in* 
tereft jof a manor belonging to his lord. The 
v^hole fyftem of human politicks is incompre* 
henfible. The reafon of this condud is this : 
The fituation of that manor is fo convenient 
for commerce, and the other natural advantages 
^of it fo many, that they apprehend if it was not 
kept under by every diicouragement and reftric* 
tton poffibly recoiicileable with the fainteft fha* 
dow of liberty, it would foon rival, if not run 
away with the trade of the principal manor, in 
ivvhich its wealth almoft wholly coniifts ; and 
conf^quently, as wealth is -the foundation of 
power, in time arife above its fubordin^ony 
and perhaps fhake off its dependence.'' 

** One thing, by the way, I muft obferve to 
you^ which makes this conteft ftill more ex* 
traordinary ; this is, that it fubfifts entirely be- ' 
tw/en the manors themfelves, the inhabitants 
being all conneded by every tie of nature, 
thofe of this manor, or their anceftors^ having 
all removed from the principal one thither. 

** Such difcouragements and reftridions are 
not fubmitted to without great reludance by the 
inhabitants, wHo cannot fee themielves cut off 
from making the proper advantages of the blef- 
fmgs of nature, and languiihing in unneceflary* 
poverty without repining^, and indignation at a 
treatment which appears to them equally in- 
grateful and unjuft ; as they have always pre^ 
ferved their filial duty to their mother-country 
untainted, and on all occafions difplayed the 
fteadieft attachment to its general intereft, and 
to the family of the prefent lord.'' 

« Thcfc 
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- « Thefe natUl^l fentitnents of the people arc 
on every occafion inflamed to a degree of mad^ 
nefs, by a fet of men for that time called ^i»* 
trhts^ ( I have told you the import of this 
w6rd as it is ufed at preient) who, hy pathetick. 
harangues on fo favourite a iubjei^, and pro** 
mifes of redreffing thofe grievances^ gain tiieir 
confidence fo far as to be put at the head of a 
plaui^le oppofition to the meaiures of the ftew* 
ard» which they perfift in 'till their zeal is^ 
cured by a proper applicpatipn, and they obtaiiL 
the obje^ which they had all along in view. 

*' Thus^ you fee, the whole fecret of thefe 
disputes confiAs in pelting each other with a fct 
of words which have no determinate meaning,|, 
and are therefore ufed in different fenfeaby the 
oppofite parties^ as occafion requires ;, and th^t 
the Controverfy may not be improperly compared 
to a game ^drdttghtsy where a number of men 
are.facrificed to raife one power; and wheit 
the game i&ended^ ^1 arepromifcuoufly thrown, 
by, and the antagoniflsi part as good ticiends a& 
ever. • ' " ■ • 

<* But there is nothing in thefe difputes-morer 
unaccountable to inexperienced reafon^^ thaa 
the manner in which they are carried on.. A& 
the event of the game is always fbrefeen, it 
fliould be imagined that they might play tbeit 
cards coolly, and without wrangling about 
tricks which, can. make no alterationvin. the fuc- 
cefs. But the Contrary is alMrays the cafe ;, 
and no fooner are they engaged, than,, forget- 
ting that they ^e only playing booty on both, 
fides, they fall tx>gether by the ears with the. 
mofl viruleqit anknofity ; and dropping the mat*^ 
ter originally in difpute,^ break, out into the 
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grofleft outrages of perfonal reltedibH and* abafCf 
as ifthe fde point to be; gained was onljp who 
(hould make their antagonifts appear m tb^ 
blackeft light. 

^^ Horrid as this, more than brutal- ferocity 
appears, it arifes from that fource of all evils^ 
, interefted defign^ The worthy patri^s ire fen- 
fible that eveiy ftrok« they give the Aippofed 
op{>reflbrs, aSbrds the maKgnant pleafur« of^ re«* 
ven^ to thofe who think themfelves oppreilbd i 
wi^ whom it alfo confirms their ititereft, by 
lefi^ing their fears of a reconciliation, which 
they know by (ad experience is always made at 
their expence ; as the oppb£r« party retort the 
abiife thrown upon them' with* equal- eigern^f^ 
to obviate the^defign of the others, and gratify a 
natural defire of revenge, and aft vHlhdut the 
kaft regard to tr uth or jiifiice» 

^^ Thus are the moK fici^d hiftnd) of'fodetj^ 
broken, to ferve a deteftriJe parpofe \ and 
wounds given often to the puieft dismders im-* 
poffifale ever to be healed^ 

<< You npw fee what a dedrable obje£l -Ary 

flfadow of power is. liideed fbe d^s^Meable 

circumftances which attend it are ib many^ an^ 

fo foon diffipate the intoxication of vanity,^thai 

very few would groan under them for die ap-^ 

pointed time,* if their relUutien was not fup«^ 

ported, by a profpedir of gain, of which, thou^ 

none ever ffood in iefs need, notcne ever Wat) 

more greedy than this perfon before Us^ whofir 

own.private condu^ has alfe aggravated all th<l^ 

unavoidable inconveniences of his fituatfon, and! 

made it many times m^re difegreeabie than k^ 

need tobe« ' • 

f< Far 
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*< For as the nature of his- office neceffitrily 
eihbrdJfed hiitt-with the greateft part of the te- 
nants, fo'thc haughtmds of his behaviour ha« 
given fuch oflfence even tO'thofe whofe intereft 
it 19^ to be upon good terms with him, that moft 
of them have dropt all friendly intjercourfe^ 
Nay, fome have gone ftill farther, and, in the 
warmth of their refentment, jthreatencd to call 
him to a fevere* account forifcimc flights, thejr 
apprehencdi he has offered tdf" their prwilegcsi 
of the honour of which th^.are- jealous t» ar 
degree of madnefr, as foon a4* he* fhaH be di- 
vefted of his aiKimed charafleri' 'Srnd defcend in- 
to iUa own : a threat equally dtif^igreeable to 
tKe di^Rcacyof his honour and his conftitu* 
tion^*^ * 

c H A P» XXVL 

frVi ofjitit^^pfeferment. Servants nmft not ad^ 
^fo nmr majifrt. The ttm^rtahk effeCii ofm^ 
ikrn bamnri Jbthe«Of ckud gathering. 

' ' ' " » 

yk S foon as' my geidie hsd condlidedtbis ac« 
JtjL county I'turned my«yes to the pel-fon who^ 
fiad given occafidn to it. He was fitting in a' 
fitmptuot^ apartment, and by the anxiety in hi8> 
looks feemed tol>e waiting fof fome body on bu« 
finefs of importance. 

I faa(^ ^1 dbibi'Ved hilb* long when the one 
1X9 expected- entered, and advancing to him* 
with an ^ir of ftmiliarity^ which feemed ta 

agree 



134 THE R E V E k I B: 

agree but badly with the diflerence in their. ap- 
pearances, *• Well, fir, (faid he) I have feen 
thofe people, but do hot find that of any them 
care to deal with us, though I offered of them 
lumping penny-worths ; for I never liked to 
fland higgling for a trifle one way or the 
Other/' 

^< What can be the meaning of this ? (an- 
f^ei^ed the ftewafjj) I thought tnofe things were 

^lyiizys re^df ^^f^Y* ^'^^^ ^ ^y predeceflbrs 
eydr mified fcllii)g them»" 

*« Very tru^^ fir; (replied the other) but 
they had bettjMr times ; better times to make 
their markets in» At prefent every one is fa 
tak^n up widi the difputes in the coart-leet, 
that they can mind nothing elfe. I wiih all 
thok patriots^ and all the patriots that ever were, 
or ever will be> were at the deviU They do 
nothing but make dtfturhances'wherever thcj 
are. The brokers, who ufed to find out cui- 
tomers for your predeceflbrs, imagine that thofe 
fellows will carry every thing before them this 
time; and tberefore do not care to meddle witli 
the affair, for fear .of. being brought iota a, 
forape with fiich a fpiteful. crew ; and even the 
mob is fo ftrongly feized with this fame fpirit 
of patriotifmy that' the very toll-gatherers have 
refufed to buy a clerkfhip of the market ; nor 
has one of the militia-men bid a fingle. penny 
for that vacant halbert ; (b that if it were not 
for what we got by the fale of thofe vicarages^ 
we fliould have made a damned bad hand of it 
indeed/* 

'* This is bad luck V (returned the fteward, 
flirugging up hb (boulders) damned bad luck ; 
but we muft try to bring it up fome other way. 
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My wife was fpeaking to me this morning about 
a krheme fhe has got in her head, of inviting 
alt her female acquaintance to make a party at 
Loo tvtty Sunday evening, when fhe does noj 
fear ftripping them of every penny in their 
pockets, by her dexterity at packing the cards, 
and flipping Pam. Now, I think it would be 
no bad addijcion to her fcheme for me to get 
the mcih together at the fame time at dice^ 
when your old trick of cogging might be of 
rare ufe ; efpecially as I ihould be ready to wit* 
neft for you upon all occafions, and even bear 
you through by ,my authority, fhould you be fo 
unlucky as to be caught* Eh ! what do yoi| 
tbipkof this?" 

** Why, faith, (feid the other) very well. It 
may do very welL As to my being catched, let 
me take care or that. I have not praftifed io 
long Among the, experteft hands in the county* 
town, to be catched how by a parcel of country- 
bumpkin;. Or, even If any of them ihould 
fufpe£t me, I know how to bring myfelf off! 
It is but pretending to be affronted, ftripping 
dirediy, challenging him to fight, and before he 
can be on his'guard, hitting liim a plump in the 
bread-bafket, that fliall make him throw up his 
accounts; and, I'll engage he will have but. 
very little ftomach to accufe me after. Many 
a fcrape of the kind have 1 bufUed through in 
this manner, where a faint-hearted perfon would 
have confeiTed the fa£l, and been dipped in ah 
borfe-pond. No ! No ! Let me deal with them. 
Nay, for that matter, you know I can bring 
others 00* too, befides myfelf. You would not 
We cfcaped wi^ a little dry dmbbing that day, 
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tf I had not played a good ftick in your defences 
Nfever feir me ; I can fight." 

« VfeWy (interrupted the fteward, who did 
not feem much pTeafed with the latter part of 
hisfp^ech) but muft we let thofe fellows, tH6fe 
fatrhtSj go on thus^ without oppofit;on? li 
there nothing to be done to flop them ?" 

" Why, aye V (faid the other) that is^ iuft 
whsLt I was going to mention* I thinic the bell 
way is for the to go down difcfljy to the cburt*^ 
leet, which is now fittings and tnr what alittlA 
bullying will do, fince raif words hare failedl 
I have known a kick and a cpfF. prevail mor^ 
than an hundred finefpseches before now. If 
tbey (hould run reftiff, I .an^. npt aAraid to tsk6 
a bdiit with the beft man among^tbem; ' I have 
ndtfc^gotmyold knack at. <;io&-buttockjie6i . 

that I have-not. -Bur, that*^ right ! whal 

doyou'id^ign toddab6Utthtft place of fcebjiefr 
of the court-rolls ? I have a thought juftcbm^J 
into my head, that may perhaps be better* thai! 
giving it to any of thofe fellows^ What do you 
think of giving it to me, and I will return yoti 
half the profits'; ©r^ if.Icanfettk, half the pur^ 
chafe-money ?** - ' 

** Give it to you? (anfwered the ftcward) 
How can that be ? You are no* lawyer ; and 
you know that place has alWays been in .th6 
hands of one of that profefflon. The laft was 
reckoned the ableft attorney in the whole 
country." 

" If the laft was an able attorney, (replied 
the other) his predecefforknew no more of the 
matter than my&tf; fo that we can isafilyget 
over jthat objcftion* * 

«« But 
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<* Buttheti, your oifer is quite too low; (ad- 
ded the Howard) half the profit, or half the par- 
cha& motiev ! No ! no ! That will never do. 
But if you nave a mind to take it at one fourth of 
thepcofit, or piirohafe^ you ihall even have it$ 
and you fhouMconfider that this is jnft ib «iuch 
for nothing; all dear gains/' 

^< With Ml my hean (faid the other) be that 
a9 you pleafe. I mentioned it foley for your ad- 
vantage, as you are not likely to .make any thing 
of iir as matters go. I had no view to myfelf at 
ftliin propofing itt-— Well ; now if you have no* 
thing dfe to fay to me, I will go and ieevriiat I 
can-do atthe court-leet.'' 

^< Nothing (onfweredtbeftewoid) .butto.wiih 
yoa Jiiccsd^^ and, do youihearl ItevmeTer you 
as foon as you r^urn. I ihall be impatient to 
know wfaat^paflb.*' 

A$i feon as this nect0kyipegfe n was igot ^ flio 
fltttraid began to prepare fort the rcKeptbn of a «i» 
ibof^ who was ta be treated wfdtalittleiiiorerco4 
remony. 

. Tbiswasoneofthe^princlgslgentteraenin'the 
maaorvin whom age kadcooltd emeiy pafibft bat 
tiiaitof attachment to his iateraft^ m which he 
wasiiow fo dofely connefledwith the fteward for 
the time^t though he hs^d long been one of their 
wanheft oppofers, that, without the leaft atteci^ 
tiett tO'tkeir peribns or pdbrate cbaraders be a£* 
fiftfed tp oirryon tfaerbafinsfs ofiiis office with all 
hfs^yower. 

I Tbc^ pains whidi the ffisward ^took upon this 
important o^caiion were fufficient to have made 
laugltter burft bis iide& He- placed: hinxfelf bp* 
fore a large glafs, where he adjufted his drefs, 
moulded his vifage into due dignity, and pradlifed 
^ * . thi 
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the nod of flate with a proper mixture of conde- 
icenlioii and pride. 

. Juft as he had finiibdS conning over his leflbn^ 
the gentleman entered, and paying his cpmpli- 
ments to him in a polite and rc{pt&f\xL manner, 
which the other returned with more than Spaniih 
gravity and pride, " I am come, fir, (faid he) 
to talk to you about thofe people ^o have given 
you fo much trouble ever fince you have been in 
your prefent office. I am afraid you have not 
taken the proper method of. treating them. I 
am well acquainted with their tempers, and 
luiow what way they. are to be managed. It is 
better to complv a little with a fet of wrong-head- 
ed menj.than oe continually involved in broils, 
which at beft can bring nothingj^ut vexa« 
tion* *. 

^* Comply with them, fir ! (anfwered the ftew* 
ard, putting on an air or importance) No, fir ; 
that I {hall not. I know the dignity of my fta- 
tion, and {hall never debafe it by making com- 
pliances with a bcjggarly mob.'* 
. ^< Sir! fir! (replied the other) this way of 
fpeaking may do you much harm. In this fame 
beggarly mob are many perfons upon a level 
with any man in his private^ capacity, and who 
are fo far from begging from others, that all 
they deiire is to keep their own* I have feen tea 
iriuch of thefe difputes, and know by experience 
that nothing is to be done with thefe people but 
by fair iheans. You may buy, but never can 
b'uUy them into any diing.. In award, fir, you 
are fent to do your lord's bufinefs; which yoti 
muft be content tp do in the beft manner you 



can." 



«I 
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^ 5* I believe, fir, (returned the fteward, fwel- 
' ling his nofe like an angry turkey-cock) you for- 
get whom vou fpeak to, or you would not pre- 
fume to talk in fuch a manner. The bufueis 
muft be done by thofe who ar& hired to do ity 
who muft work for their wages as they ar|e or- 
jdered, whether they like it or not. Kow, fir, 
. as you are oneof thofe, I tell you that I want your 
obedience and not your advice ; and that if any 
thing mifcarries, I fhall impute the fault to you, 
zxiAJlrike you off the lift*' I fuppofe you have a 
private underftanding with thofe fellows, that 
m^kes you ,ib fanguine in their behalf ; but you 
muft remember th^t you are not at the heaa of 
.yourmpb now; and therefore muft not think 
^o parly ^icb your mafters, and make conditions 
SIS you did then* The moment you capitulated you 
loft your (onfequenee ; and now are no more .than 
any common hireling," 

It is in)poffible to defcribe the condition into 
which this fpeech threw the perfon to whom it 
wasaddrefled. Confcious of thejufticeof what he 
/aid, the bafe and defpicable ftate to which he was 
£illen ftrqck him with the fevereft xemorfe and 
anguifh of foul. He ftood for fome moments in 
^ conflict of paffions, which deprived him of the 
power of making an anfwer ;i:till impatience at 
the imputation of guilt, however. juft, by the 
falfe pride of man, cM^ honour ^ riung fuperior 
,tD all the reft/ and taking pofleffion of his whole 
foul, he refolved to do hiniielf immediate y'^iV^y 
&>r i^ gi^ofs ^n afFrontt; 
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CHAP. XXVII 

AJhangi apparitim difperfistbecbud. A'newmi^ 
thod of makiftg a goodfttward. Tbtpmlms at^ 
ventures of the hiight of the baiter^ with otbef 
favoury matters. 

JU S T as he was going to execute this re(blu« 
tion, open flew the door, and in rulhed a 
perfon with a halter about his neck, and cvcrf 
iignof the moft violent ft^r in His whole appear^ 
ance; His lengthened vifage wai ^ ptd6 aa d^ath; 
Hi^ eyes roileS wildly nmnd the rbom, atid hil 
Knees knocked togbther^ ns' he 'ran alid threw 
himfelf at the fteward^ ftet, unable t0 (p9SLk% 
word. 

The fteward, whofe delicate nervte were in« 
ftmHy fufteptible of the leaft affright) ftarted 
badt in horror from fo terriMe atf objeft-; alfd 
wmdd certainty have fallen to the ground, bad net 
the gentleman who mm -with him^ forgetting bis 
refentment, or thinking him beneath it, ran t!# 
his fupport ; at whofc repeated defire he venturdi 
to lift up hfs^ eyes, when be made a Aiftj^to re^ 
cognize his valiant friend, who had left bun not 
long before to go and bully the court^-leet,^ 

vvlrile he was gazing in aftonifiiment* at tb 
ftrange a fight, the terrified trembling wretdi^ 
though ftill under the illisfion of his fears,* rt^ 
covered ftrength enough to cry out, ** O favc 
me ! fave mc ! They are coming ! they are 
comings" 

« Such 
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Such an exclamation awoke the ftewardfrom 
bis ftupefadian. He took the alarm, and throw* 
ing his haggard eyes around the room, returned 
at the fame inftant, in a feeble faulcering voke^ 
" Wh— wh— who are coming ?" 

There w^s fomething fo extraordinary, in this 
Icene, that the other gentleman, who was ready 
to.burft with laughter at the droll iiguire which 
the flreward and his friend cut, ftaring and ftam- 
meriag jat each other, could not tell what to make 
of it. 

, When he had enjoyed the fight for fome time, 
he fpoke to the Knight of the Halter^ who was 
ftill upon his knees with his hands joitled toge- 
ther, and lifted up in a fuppliant pofture, and 
telling him his danger was over, be it what it 
w^iald, he ftooped to take oiFthat apparent caufe 
of his fear. 

Bttt mo fooner did be touch it, than the other, 
wbofe imagination was ftill full of the fcene he 
had juft gone through, mifiaking him for one of 
his purfuers, fell at length upon die floors foe he 
. was unable to rife, am roaced out with all his 
might, '' O fpare me! murder ! mercy ! fpsrre 
me ! fpare.me ! I never will attempt the like a- 
gain ! never fay or do any thing. offenfive to the 
people* or prejudicial to the intereft^f 'this ma- 
ilpr, while I live I Ofparcme! fparemer'-^ 
• This exclamatiott, while it feemed 10 dired 
the gentleman's conje Ai^res to ^e caftife of the 
wietcb-s fright, made him ftiU mprer earneftiy 
cudens to karn the piNttf:ulara 0f it> F^r tlwi 
piii^e he vsiBA him fr<un the ground^ and hy 
many foDthing. and encDuragtfig exprefflbms^ at 
Itogttt leftored him to hk fenfes. 

As 
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As foon as he had .recovered himfelf fo as td 
be able to fpeak, ^^ O, fir, (fa id he to the ftew- 
ard, who had ftood all this while ftaring at hitn 
without power to utter a word) what have I 
undergone fince I faw you ? never will I enter' 
that court-leet again, while 1 live. I hope the 
doors of thi& houfe are (hut, smd that there is no' 
danger of their purfuing me, even here." 

'* Who ihould purfue you, fir, (anfwered the. * 
gentleman, for the fteward bad not yet opened 
his mouth, and this fpeech was far from reftoring 
his fpirits) or what have you undergone to put 
you in fuch ^ fright ? you fee you are fafe here : 
no one dares to enter this place in purfuit of you. 
Comppfe yourfelf then, dear fir, and tell us what 
has happened to you." 

The knight of the halter at this went to the' 
door, and clapping his ear to the key-hole, to 
liften whether there was any noife, bolted it fkft, 
and then returned to tiie fteward, who had by 
this^ime recovered himfelf fo far, as to make a 
ihift to repeat the defire of the odier gentleman, 
that he fhould tell what had happened. 

*^ As foon as I left you, fir, (faid he','throw-' 
ing his eye every monfient towards the door) I 
went dirediiy to the court^leet, wh^e I took the 
firft opportunity to do as I had faiq ; for one of 
the jury-men happening juft then to drop fome 
expreffions of diflike at your manner of doing bu- 
finefs, I took him up fhort ; and faid, that he de- "- 
ferved to be well drubbed for his infolence, in 
prefumii^ tofind fault widi his mafter ; and that » 
if they did not do their duty they ihould be made 
to do it, #r their courts fhould be taken away ] 
from them, and their manor governed by the laws ' 
of the principal manor, without all this fufs and 
trouble. " At 
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^< At thefe words tb& whole court took fire, 
everjr one calling oat to me at the fame inftanc 
for fatisfadion. But I was prepared for this; 
and therefore, ta go through with my fcheme, 
I roared out as loud as they, that I was ready to 
fight the beft man among them, in fupport of 
what I had faid, and for a guinea by^ if they* 
pleafed, and inftantly began to ftrip. 

*^ But they foon let me know that this was 
not the way of fighting they chofe ; for, like a« 
parcel of biood-thirfty villains, they inftantly 
clapped their hands to their fwords, faying, they 
fcorned that vulgar manner, and expe£ted the 
fatisfadtion due to a gentleman, which 1 might 
take my choice of, Tword or piftol, to give, as I 
liked. 

** But 1 begged their excufe there. I liked 
neither; for, though I could give and take as 
hard knocks as the beft of them, I knew no- 
thing of their damned fwords and piftols ; I had 
never been ufed to them, and did not chufe to 
run the hazard to learn now. I therefore thought 
it beft to try if I couM not fatisfy them fome other 
way; and accordingly, as foon as I could be heaitl, 
begged their pardon, if I had ikid any thing to give 
them offence, and promifedta take better cafe for 
the future. 

*^ The reafon of this fudden change in my 
manner of fpeakingwas too evident. They in- 
ftantly turned from me with a contempt worfe 
than any thing but their anger } and I began to 
hope that I fliould come off'^with a fpit in the; 
face, or a kick on the breech at worft. 

*« But unfortunately the afiair had taken wind » » 
and juft as I was goine to fteal away, in broke 
the mob in the moft vicJentfuiy ; and while (om€ 

of 
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of them laid bold of nie^ the reft beliavedin'riie 
moA QUtragoous manner^ railing at you aodaU 
your friend$) and breaking opea every rooon 'm 
the houfe in fearch of yoii« 

*^ As they were at this work* fone of then 
happening to find your fteward's gown and cap, 
one unlucky dog ran out, and in an inftant re- 
turning with the great wo^den-num that yon have 
feen filing as a fign at theale-houfedoor inthe* 
nextftreet, they dire&Iy clapped yeur gown and 
cap upon it, and phcing it in your chair at the 
tipper end of the hall, called it by yotir naoie, 
and faid, it was }uft as good a fteward as your 
honour. 

* . ^^ There:was fofnething (q droll and ridicu- 
lous in the figure you cut (I mean the wooden- 
man in yotif gtrwn and cap) that) provoibed and 
terrified as I wais, I ,could (carce refrain from 
laughing along with the reft; especially when 
QBie of them, Kdopiog behind the chair, made a. 
ipeechfor youv that Teemed tiocosie from the 
wooden-man, and tocA oiFyottr voice aod maa<» 
nertothelifiL 

»^Bitt this was aUaijdce to what foUawtd. 
For no faeiier wc»e diey tired wiih lidituiine. 
and abufingyouintbia manner,; than tunibg aU 
their raee upon me, they threw that halter abotit 
my necK, and led me away to hong me on that 
great ki^ fign-poft before your door, wkere 
feme of them had even the aiirurflnce to talk of 
hanging yooL alfoi if ever they Ihquld lay hands 
lyon.you/' 

<* But, luckily, joft as we came to the fatal 

poft^ oae ofi theJMirymen, .more moderate than 

the reft, and a.great favourite of the mob, hap» 

^oed to meet ui^ and laying befiwe dicm the 

' ^ • confequence . 
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confequence of fuch an adion, by much ado 
procured me an opportunity to make my efcape 
m hither; which 1 did in the manner you ra\y» 
without even flopping to take ofF the halter from 
about my neck, as I imagined they were all at 
my heels. And I heartily wifli^ that we were 
well out of this damned riotous place ; for I am 
very much afraid that now the mob is rifen, they 
will break into the houfe, and han^us all up." 

It is impofEble to defcribe the different expref- 
fions of fear which fuccefHvely appeared in the 
fteward's fare, while the othor was telling this 
ftory : juft at the terrible conclufion of which, 
a pat happening to dart acrofs the room after a 
moufe, his apprehenfions immediately took the 
alarm, and imagining the mob was breaking in, 
he gave a loud ihriek, and fell down in a fwoon. 

The gentleman inftantly ran to his afliftance j 
but the moment he ftooped over him, he receiv- 
ed fuch a favour from the effedl of the poor man's 
fright, that he ftarted back, and clapping his 
handkerchief to his nofe, ran to th^ other fide of 
the room. 

-The knight of the halter, who was now pret- 
ty well recovered, perceived what had happened, 
and calling the fervants, gave their matter into 
their care. 

Vol. I H CHAP. 
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CHAP. xxvin. 

An appiorance of dcmger th moft c^mnncing ar^ 
gununU AJhangi charaStir of ajhrenge frrt 
of p€(ipU. 7he beft foundation for popularity* 
The mj/iity of p^totifm^ withjfome kwfrqu-^ 
dices of educatiortM 

^T*HE firft thing the fteward did, as foon as 
•*' he came a little to htmfelf, and had got over 
fome of the various effed^s of his«fright^ was, to 
fend for the gentleman, and tcH him, that his 
confidence in hbfrtend&tp was fo great, he was 
refolved to be euided entirely^ by his advice for 
the future ; and accordingly he gave him power 
to make what terms he thought propc*, with 
thofe whom he hadheld in fuch contempt but 
a few hours before. 

The gentkma|r had now an opportunity of 
returning the haughtinefs with which the ftew- 
ard had treated him'in the morning ; but thinkrng 
that fuch a manifold humiliation as he had xrn- 
dergone funk him beneath his refentment, he 
fcorned totake any farther advantage of it,, than 
juft to give him (ome advice, how to carry on 
the bufinefs of his office with lefs difgrace to him- 
felf, and lefs trouble to thofe concerned with him» 
than he had hitherto done. 

Accordingly, *' How, fir, (faid he) can you 

condefcend to take advice from me ? and 

make compliances with a beggarly mob ?*' 

« Dear 
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*^ Dear Sir, (interrupted the fteward, alarm- 
ed at his mentioning things which tended only' 
to make matters worfe} do riot thmk of any thing . 
that is pad! I am forry, very forry ! — and beg 
your pardon moft fincei-ely." 

*' ^ou defire me, fir, (replied the gentleman, 
without deigning to take any notice of his apo- 
Icjgy) to bring about a reconciliation between 
you and thofe gentlemen, ori whatever terms I 
think proper. . Before any terms are ofJercd, • it 
will be neceflary to after fomc things at which 
they have taken juft offence. Till this is done, 
it is in vain to attempt a reconciliation ; or even 
fhould a kind of one be patched up for the pre- ; 
fent, it is impoffible it fhould be fincere, or laft- ^ 
ing ; and then, the fecond difagreement vi^ill be 
worfe than the firft. 

" KoWj fir, if you are willing that I fhould 
point out thefe things with freedoxti and candour, 
and will promife to alter them, in cafe I fhew 
juH. reafon for it^ i fhall mofl readily midertake 
to reftorc harmony between you and them yet ; 
and am not in any doubt, but I fhall be able to 
accomplifh it." 

" My dear friend, (returned the fteward, over- 
joyed at thefe words) I fhall hear any thing you 
fay with the greateft pleafure, and win pundu- 
ally follow your advice in every particular/' 

** I muft inform you then, fir, (faid the gen- 
tleman) that you fet out upon a wrong principle 
in your behaviour to the* tenants of this manor, 
on yourfirfl coming among them; and this laid 
the foundation of all the uneailne(&s which have 
arifen between you fince. , 

** The charafterifticks of thefe people are 
pridsj bofpitality^ zni courage \ all which a natu* 

*H 2 ral 
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ral impetuofity of temper makes them apt to car- 
ry into extremes." 

«* As mpft of them are defcended from, or 
allied to the beft famiKes in the whole country, 
and as they enjoy, in appearance at leaft, tne 
fame honours and privileges here as the tenants 
of the principal manor do, though they are fenfi- 
ble that they want the eflential part of them, 
which is power, they look upon themfelves as on 
a level with ^y of their lords tenants, and are 
ready to take fire at the leaft flight which they 
apprehend to be offered, either to themfelves or 
their darliog privileges. 

** As to their hofpitality, it is acknowledged 
in terms of the higheft lefpeA, by all who have 
ever happened to come among them ; and though 
they have not equal fortunes with you of the 
principal manor, the cheapnefs of their country, 
or their wanting opportunity to gratify many 
of th« moft expenfive artificial wants, which 
difSpate the wealth of the others, enables them 
to indulge the generofity of their tempers in a 
manner which very few other people have any 
notion of; and for their' courage, it is too well 
known all over the country, to require any proof. 

*' Do not think, fir, that I am labouring an 
unmerited panegyric on people, becaufe we hap- 
pen to be of the fame country. I am above fuch 
a vain, weak prejudice, and fpeak my opinion as 
dlfpaffionately as I fhould on any point of meer 
{peculation. 

" Far from being inclined to flatter them» I 
am fenfible that thefe qualities are too often car- 
ried, as I have faid before, into an extream, which 
makes them ceafe to be virtues. Their pride 
hurries them into violations of the moft amiable 

ofthe 
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of the focial virtues ; their hofpitality fwells into 
profuiiODy and ends in intemperance ; and their 
courage, by being made fubfervient to miftaken 
notions of honour, on every trifling o'ccafion de- 
generates into a favage iiercenefs that is a dif- 
grace to humanity. 

**' Now, fir, inftead of paying attention to 
'thefe foibles, (to call them no better) and at- 
taching them to you by a proper addrefs, as a 
moment's cool reflection would have fuggefted, 
by an unlucky miftake you either overlooked them 
quit,e or thought them not worth (hewing any 
regard. 

**. Thus you treated them with haughtinefs, 
and (hewed an open contenipt for their ido- 
lized privileges. You exprencd a difapproba- 
tion of the hofpitality with which they entertain- 
ed you, and ran into the oppofite extream your- 
felt to a (hameful degree ; and you afFefted to in- 
veigh againft the vicious excels of courage, with 
an indiicriminate afperity that feemed to betray 
a general want of it. 

*' Confider a moment, and you will confefs 
that the confequences of this condudl could not 
avoid being difagreeable. They returned yovir 
haughtinefs with hatred. Your avowed con- 
tempt of their privileges alarmed their apprehen- 
(ions of an invafion of them, and poifoned th6 
weapons they prepared for their defence j and 
the leaft fufpicion of want of fpirit finks a man 
into the loweft degree of contempt. 

** I am fenfible, fir, that it muft be very dif- 
agreeable to you, to hear thefe things. Be af- 
fured it is not lefs fo to me to repeat them 3 but 
before a wound can be healed, it muft be probed 
to the bottom. A falfe tendernefs only,prevents 
the cure. H 3 " What 
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^« What I wodd advife tberiefore is, th»t yon 
fhould immediately treat the gentlemen of the 
manor with politenefs and refpeft, ^hd as your 
equals, except in the office which you have the 

honour to fill: -that you fhould partake of 

their hofpitality with an appearance of fatisfadi- 
on, and return it with grace and magnificence ; 

— and th^t you (hould take all opportunities 

of rewarding true courage, to Ihew that your ^if- 
like is only to the vicious extre^m. . 

•* If you bbferve thefe few fcort hints, I will 
icngage that you recover the rcfpe£l of the tenants^ 
and then every thing you defire follovvs. I fpeajc 
from experience. I have known great things 
done, folely hy this condudt. This was the fe- 
cret that yvon one of your predeceffprs the hearts 
of the whole mob, and kept them fo quiet all the 
time of the riots in the next manor, by which 
,he gained fuch honour : and no one who has ob- 
served this rule has ever failed to do his bufmefs 
without trouble j ^s it obviates every attempt to 
make him perfonally difliked, the firft ftep to 
embarrajffing his meafure.s,. 

** Nor is there any difficulty to difcourage thp 

attempt. Affability amply rewards itfi^lf in the 

pleafures of /riqndly intercourfe, an^ a proper 

.politenefs is the moft certain way of preserving 

refpeft. 

*« As for hofpitality, it in fome tneafure in- 
^cludes every fecial virtue, and yields fuch hap-' 
pinefs in the exertion, as often over- balances 
prudence, and leads into profufion. 

" It is inconceivable what extraordinay things 

have been and may be done, by this virtue orily. 

It gains the moft folid and extenfive influence. 

.JNo fcfolution is proof againft the jpjeafwes of a 

. &ewai 
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genial hour* Among thefe people in particulary 
« the very excefs of hofpitality is of more weight 
than every other virtue, and even com pen fates 
for the want of all the reft. Givg them but drink 
. enough^ and do with them what ycu pleafe. They 
can fee no ftmXt in the man who makes them 
drunk ; they will fee'no virtue in him who will 
not. 

<^ It was this, and this only, that enabled me 
to maintain fuch an abfolute power over them, 
as I did for many years. My houfe was always 
open, and my table flowed with wine ; but when 
I had any point to carry, I broke through all 
bounds. I p^ifled them to drink ; I fet them 
an example myfelf ; and in the height of their 
fpirits never was refufed any thing I aiked, hov/« 
ever contrary to the didiates of reafon, or intereft. 

** In thefe unguarded moments, the charms 
of hofpitality are irrefiftible 5 nor will pride per- 
mit them to revoke in a cooler hoar what they 
have then promifed. The harangues of orat&rSf 
the promifes oi patriots ^ make no imprefEon, un- 
lefe the head is warmed with wine, to receive 
ibem with proper force^ 

*' As for thofe patriots^ there is one uner- 
ring way of dealing with them. Treat them with 
complaifance, and an appearance of regard, and 
you take oflF half their confequence. The mob 
will immediately 'imagine, that there is a fecret 
underftanding between you and them, and defert 
them with indignation ; by which tliey will be 
obliged to fubmit to your own terms, without 
even the trouble of a formal capitulation. 

^< For, to capitulate they always intend, be 
their profeffions never fo fanguine and high, as 
foon as they have fatisfied their paiBon for popu- 

H 4 larity 
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larity, and their price is offered ; being convinc- 
ed that their oppofition in reality fignifies nothing 
when combated thus with addrefs ; and that their 
confequence confifts merely in the want of judg- 
jTient in their opponents, though they are per- 
mitted to play out their farce, to keep up an il- 
lufion fo pleafmg to the people, and fave appear- 
ances. 

** Thefe are the principal things neceflary, 
indeed indifpenfibly neceffary, to carry you thro' 
your office with eafe and reputation; though 
there are alio fome others which will be found 
very conducive to that defirable end, and which 
I (hall therefore take the liberty ^ft to touch up- 
on (lightly. 

" This manor, though it has made large ad- 
vances of late, is yet a century behind the prin- 
cipal one, in the refinements of luxury and liber- 
ties of pleafure* Many things therefore, which 
are conftantly pra6iifed there, cannot be done a- 
inong us, without hazard of giving offence to 
prejudiced weak minds. 

^' One inftance will be fufficient to prove 
this, and ferve for a rule to judge by in other 
cafes. 

*' The belief of a revealed religion is yet pre!-, 
ty general here, and the forms of it therefore 
neceflary to be obferved with an appearance 6f 
rcfpc<9', as the vulgar and ignorant are apt to en- 
tertain a difadvantageous opinion of perlbns who 
flight them. 

** For this reafon the polite cuffom of playing 
at cards^ on the days appointed for religious duties^ 
which prevails univerfally among people of fafhi- 
on with you, is looked upon here with a kind of 
horror, as a nianifeft violation of laws humM 

and 
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and divine. I therefore think the public prac-^ 
tice thereof improper, in your houfe cfpecially, 
to which all are apt to raife their eyes for exam- 
ple ; not that I am infenfible of the convenience 
of fuch an agreeable way of paffing a tedious even- 
ing, which fuperftition has devoted to idlenefs. 
** But, befide this reafon, there is another al- 
fo, which makes gamingy not only •n thefe days, 
but at any time, highly improper in your family^. 
It is a maxim witn gamefters always to deny 
their winnings, always to magnify their lofs* 
Now, when it is known that thete is deep gam- 
ing carried on at your houfe, when all who ga 
there are heard to complain of their iolles, and 
none to own their gains, the conclu^n formed 
by the generality of the world will be very unfa- 
vourable. They will imagine that you do not 
jflay fair ; or, at leaft, that your expertnefs give* 
you an advantage, which it is ungenerous to take^ 
and there is no chara£ler which thefe low-bred 
people hold in greater deteflation than that of a 
gambler^ or cheat at play y though innevfer fo gen- 
teel life or high fiation; wkh which their preju- 
dice is fo flrong, that they cannot ailbciate anjr 
one virtue, or good quality* 

** I (ball not trouble yau with any farther par- 
ticulars. I have now given you my advice,^ with 
freedom and fmcerity ; and, if you approve of 
it^ ihall be proud of affifting you ta put it in 
praftice.** 

" Sir, (anfwered the fteward, who- was aow 
fufficiently humbled tahear any thing, and had 
flood all tnis time, like a fchool-boy th»t had been 
caught robbing an orchard, while his mafler reads 
him a le£ture on the eighth commandment, with- 
out any other thought but getting out of bis pre- 

H 5 fent 
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fent fcr^pe ^)t an/ r^j^e) } am much oj^lig^^ to y(m 
f(^ ypur (r\fifi4{h\^i ind 0>all pbferyie eyerjr tl)i«ig 
th^t you b^ve faid with tji^e grc^^e^ care* j^uty 
in the mean time, ifypi^j^ink itproper^ | i}iouId 
ha very glad that you i^^ould t^Jce (pme method 
of letting thoCe people k^pw my refolutjon, ^b4 
fettling na^tters wi.t)i tlietfk up$^ fomp ;gmi^able 
fpoting ; for 1 cannqt bear tp liv^ ^y Ipqgier ill 
this hoj-rid way^ ^ ^ I h^ J^efqr^, I fuh^itt t}ie 
terms intirely tp ypM^ aad jObajI jQot>&m wh^t^ycr 
y.ou pleafe to dp. 

. *' Such ail unlimitfiol cpn^^iffipn flattoijed tj^fst 
gentleman's vai>ity , a»i<t proved his cpn/equence 
lyith both fides. Ac;cQ^diaci;Iy be u^defj^ok i|t 
"v^ith ple^(ure, and a^^uitted kif^fjplf with fi|(;b 
addrefs, that in a ibprjt pi^ip al} p^r^ies appealed 
fatisfied, and the Aew^aTid had ^ profped of a 
little peap^ tojenjpy his gr^indeur^ after fp^cpu^ 
tfpuble aud ^jfrigbt*" 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

jfjamous war-fcene. The modern art of general^- 
Jhip» A new method of reformation^ with the 
lamentable hijiory of a pienetential proceJJ^n. 

^^ He thafs convinced againjl his wiU 
*^ Is of bis awn opinion fttH**"^ 

THOUGH the ftcward, to extricate him- 
ielf from the difficulties in which he was 
entangled, had aifented to every thing the gen-» 
tleman propofed, th^re was fomething fo con* 
trary to his natural difpQfition in the fcheme of 
life laid down for him, that he very foon grew 
weary of it, and performed his part with fuch 
a bacl grace, as in a great meafure deftroyed the 
merit even of what he did. 

While he was plodding on thus, through 
thick and thin, an affair happened that ihewed 
his chara£):er in a new light* 

-^ i^^g rf outlawed fmugglers had landed in a 
remote part of the manor that lay upon the fea- 
fide, to look for fome provifions and other ne« 
ceflaries, of which they were in great want. ' 

The inhabitants not caring to have any deal-* 
ings with them, hunger forced them to pillage 
two or three cottars near the place of their 
poultry ; and to fend a threatening meflage to 
the next village, that if they were not immedi- 
ately fupplied with fome bread and cheefe and a 
barrel of beer, they would go and plunder that alfo. 

Such 
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Such a piece of infolence provoked the young^ 
fellows of the village, fo highly, that they braq^- 
difhed thetr cudgels, and were for marching off* 
dire6lly to attack them, fiut there happening to 
live two or three warm pedkrs in the place, who 
did not chufe to run the hazard of having their 
packs rumaged by fuch cuftomers, in cafe t^ 
young fellows ifaould be over-matched, they 
prevailed upon, the parifh-oiCcecs to comply 
with the demand; and in the mean time fent 
an account of the affair to the fteward', that he 
might take proper methods for driving thofe fel- 
lows away. 

Bad news encreafes fafter in; its progrefs thaifi 
a fnow-bali*^ The account, by the time it reach- 
ed the fteward) wa& exaggerated in the moft for* 
midaUe manner- The fmugglers, who were only 
a few ihabby half-ftaryed wretches, were multi^ 
plied into an army^ provided with every military 
appointment ;• and; the courage and condu£l of 
tneir captain, raifed to an equality with the 
greateft generals of the age. 

Such dr reprefentationi was far from being 
agreeable tothefteward. Fie immediately fum^ 
inoned all the principal gentlemen of the manor*^ 
to confult what was proper to be done in fuch 
an emergency ; and after hearing all their opi- 
nions, that : the affair was of fo little confe- 
quence, it would be fufEcient to fend the petty 
conitable with his attendants, he gallantly de- 
clared his- refolution to raife the Poffe of the ma- 
nor, and march againftthem himfelf. 

" Gentlemen, (faid he, iettir^ the button of 
his hat before, and looking fiercely) I know 
more of this matter than you imagine, perhaps^ 
1 have been a ferjeant of militia for fome year ^ 

and 
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an4 know how to give the word of command. 
Pnftnt your firelock !^^To the right about l-^ShouL- 
der your mujket! — Fire! — Aye! aye! Let mc 
alone, I know what to do, I will teach them 
what it is to have a foldier to deal with. ^ 

Accordingly he gave orders to have the PaJJe 
raifed direiSiily ^ and as he knew that fighting waf 
only one part of the duty of a commander, he 
refolved to £hew the extent pf his abilities, by 
making proper preparations for his important 
expedition.. 

The buftle and hurry on fuch an occafioii 
kept up liis fpirits for that day pretty well ; but 
upon confulting his pillow, he found that of all 
the occupations of ambition, war was leaft agree- 
able to his conftitution* He confidered, that be 
the enemy never fo few, a Tingle (hot would do 
his bufinefsv that his own piltol might burfl*, 
or his men fire aukwardly, or in fhort a thou^ 
fand accidents happen which he had no deiire to 
be in the way of. 

Nor wss his refolution raifed any higher by 
the advices he received the next morning ; an4 
which were continually coining in one upon thfe 
heels of another, each flill more terrible than 
the laft. 

In this diftrefs he bethought himfelf, that as 
it was impoflible for him to draw back now^ 
without expofing himfelf to contempt for ever, 
his only refource was^o wafte time in making 
preparations, till the fmugglers, either terrified 
at the report', or content with their booty, (hould 
think proper to go ofF. 

Accordingly he fet all hands to work to put 
the old guns, piftols^ fwords, and bayonets, 
that were ftuck up as trophies in the mano]> 

hall^ 
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hall, in order ; and particularly to fcour a rujfy 
fuit of armour that had hung there for ages, 
which he defigned to wear liimfelf, for fear of 
accidents, cohfidering prudently that thefafety af 
an army often depends upon that of their leader* 

While ^11 this was doing no body feemcd fo 
hufy as he, running here and there, urging die 
^rkmen to make nafte, and giving them new 
orders every moment which countermanded the 
laft. 

put all thefe great prepariations might have 
been, fpared ; for t}ie fmugglers had beeil fp 
roughly handled by fome of the pountry-fel- 
lows, whom they had attempted to rob or their 
butter and eggs ; and who, if they had any arms, 
would have )et but few of them go home to 
tell the ftory, that feeing the reft of the -neigh- 
bourhood preparing to attack th^m, they pru- 
dently took to their boat, and made off while 
they could. , 

For the people not havipg military fkill enough 
to fee the neceffity for fuch great preparations, 
againft a few poor defpicable wretches, had re - 
iolved not to wait fo( the fteward's arrival, but 
to drive them away themfelves. 

It is e^fy to conceive hjs joy at this account, 
the merit of which he ijipdettly took entirely to 
liimfelf, writing the lord of the manor word, 
that flighted at the fame of his preparations^ they 
bad run auxxy^ ivithout daring to await his ap-^ 
proacb. 

The airs he gave himfelf on this occafion 
are impoffible to pe defcribed with proper force. 
He borrowed a book of military difciplioe froqi 
an old foldier in the neighbourhood, and jget^ 
tjjyig fome of the terms by heart, talked of 

no- 
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Bothans but armiis^ and batties^ and marcbis^ aiui 
^ges^ ifaewing how he would have attacked theoi 
if they fiaid ; how he .would have cut off their 
uetreaC ; befieged dieir entrenchments ; in^ort, 
done every thing that ever had been done by the 
greateft general on the greateft occafion* 

: The very appearance of a military paffion, 
though thus in burlefque, began to reconcile the 
mob to him ; efpeciaily as they bad not an op- 
portunity of feejng into the ridicule of it. B|it 
an accident foon happened that effe£tually turn- 
tA his heart againft them for ever, and made him ' 
refolve to get from among fudi a turbulent cie^, 
as loon as he cojuld. 

, As he was hufied one Sunday tfternoon in bia 
ufuai enoployment, of repeating his oft-repeated 
leAbfi in military matters, to foihe cpmpany who. 
had dined with him, his wife enters in a violent 
hiiU'ry and diforder, with ^ piece of p^er in I^er 
bana, and reaching it to him, *' There (faid &e) 
read that, and fee what we are to do ! it is a 
fine thing tru|y, to live in a place where the mob 
isto dirrat their mafters. For my part, let me 
but get fafe home once more, and I will give 
them leavi^ to treat me as they plea&, if ever thiey 
caldi ^ie bere again/' 

: , The fteward, on looking into tfa^ paper, found , 
it to be a kind of a letter, direiSied to his wife, 
a^ ^ned The Mob of tbg Manor ^ to letiier 
kaow that, M undcffftanding £he haid made an 
appointment to play at cards that evening, at one 
of her neighbours, they took the liberty to in- 
£Drm her, they would do themfelves the )ipnouF' 
to be of her party.?'.! 

The iniblence of fuch a mefiage fiucprized all 
pre&nt 3 e/pecially the gentleman who had inade 

up 
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up matters between the mob and the fleward be« 
fore, and happened to be one of the company $ 
^ What can this mean^ madam? (faid he, 
thinking that his former mediation gave, him a 
right to interfere) I hope there was na founda- 
tion for fiich a report." 

, *^ What report, fir ? (anfwered ftie) I do not 
underftand you." 

'' Why, madam, (replied he) the fcandalous 
report of your dedgning to play at cards this 
evening." 

*< I do not know what you call a fcandalous 
report (returned ihe, with a look of difdain) mv 
neighbour, Mrs. To/spot^ came yefterday to teJl 
iiie that (he bad got a k^ of choice old rum, 
and as ihe knows I am very fond of a glafs of 
good punch, invited my hufband and me, to 
meet half a dozen other neighbours at her houfe 
to play a game at cards, and fpend the evening* 
This is all I know of the matter." 

*^ And really, madam, (faid the gentleman) 
this is a great 4cal more than I am glad to hear; 
as I was in hopes I had convinced Mr.^ Steward 
of the impropriety of this before.** 

^^ Well, my dear, (iaid ihe, turning to her 
huiband, without deigning to make any reply to 
the gentleman j what do you^fign to do i it is 
almoft time. Will you go I 

<< Not I indeed (anfwered he, ihrugging up> 
bis ihoulders) I have no defire to meet fuch 
company, IdTureyou.^ . > 

^^ And fo we mall mifs our ihs^re of the 
punch (returned ibe^ .whifpering him) this is 
hard ! very hard ! and after I have fet my mind 
upon it fo> too/' 



T HE R E V E R r E. i6i 

•* I cannot help it, (replied he) I will not run 
' thehazard.''. 

*• Then get rid of thefe people as foon as you 
can (whifpered (he again, after a little paufe) I 
I have a thought in tiiy head that will do as well 

as going." And then fpeaking aloud, " WeH, 
I my dear, I fubmit to you ; but as we do not go 

there, I think it would not be amifs if we went 
to church, the bell rings.'' 

*^ And pray, madam, (added the gentleman) 
give me leave to advife you not only to deny 
your having had any fuch appointment upon your 
hands^ if the affair ihould take wind ; but alfo 
never to attempt a thing of the kind again while 
you are here ; for I can tell you^ this new cor- 
refpondent of vour^s, the mob of this manor, is 
particularly wnimfical fometimes, and may un- 
luckily do fomething that would make you cut a 
very ridiculous figure." 

To this, the gentlewoman did not think it 
worth her while to make any anfwer, but turn- 
ing up her nofe with an air of contempt, went 
out of the room. 

As foon as ihe was fi;one, the gentleman be- 
gan to read the fteward a ledure on his breach 
of promife, to which I gave no more heed than 
himfelf, my intention being diverted to a more 
entertaining objef^. 

*' You heard the gentleman fay (faid my 
guide) that the mob of this manor is fometimes 
whimfical : look yonder, and you will fee a proof 
of it." 

On his faying this, I turned my eye to the 
next ftreet, where I faw half a dozen ihabby 
fellows following a gentlewoman's chair car«- 
lefly, and as if they were flrolling without any 

parti-* 
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particular defign, till it ftopped atthe <}oor of 
an houfe which I found to be Mrs. ToJp(tt\ 
when in an inftant two or three hundred of 
them ru&ed out of the by^-Ianes, and alleys, 
where they had been lurking for the purpofe, 
9nd furrounding the chair juft as the chair* 

. xsv&n were goiog to carry it into the houfe, one 
of them flopped it, and lifting up the head, de* 
fired the gentlewoman very civilly to walk out« 
*^ What is the matter? (faid Ibe, with an air 
of authority, as if i[lie thought to intimidate 
them) what do the fellows mean V* 

^' Only to give you a little good advice, ma- 
dam (anfwered he that fpoke before.) And there- 
fore! hope yoju will pleafe to come out of your 
chair quietly, and not oblige us to be fo rude as 
to pull you out ! never fear, madam ! we do 
ixof defignto do you any hurt/' 

As it might be dangerous to difobey fo abfo- 
lute an authority, the gentlewoman complied 
dire^ly, amazed and terrified as ihe was ; and 
.ftfUikdtng in .the midft of them, the fame felloiy 
who appeared to be the orator pf ch<^ mob, pro- 
ceeded : ^' We underftand, madam, (faid he, 
making her a* low ty>^, and holding his hat in 
his hand, which he had very politely pulled oiF, 

• when he firft fpoke to her) that you axe com- 
ing here to fpend the evening at cards : now, 
as we know that to be a very profane, wicked, 

' and pernicious cujftom, and what has brought 
many an one of otiir companions to the gal- 
lows, we think it our duty not only to prevent 
you this time 4 but alTo to take care that you 
Ihall never - be guiky of the like again. We 

•therseforjB humbly iniifly that you give us your 

eaib 
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oath here, in the fight of aH thcfe good people, 
^ that, from this bkfled moment, you will never 
play at cards, dice, or any other game, on the 
Sabbath-day y while you live. Here is the book j 
obferve, it is the , Bible ! You muft fwear with- 
out any equivocation, or mental refer vation 
whatfoever. Come ! it is for the good of your 
foul." 

The gentlewoman w^ by this time fo terri- 
fied, that (he would have fworn to impoffibili- 
ties, to get out oF (uch hands. She therefore 
obeyed them without hefitation : upon which 
the whole mob gave three huzzas, that made 
^.the flreet ring; and then the orator, addreiEng 
.himfelf to her again, '* We are glad, niadam> 
(faid he) that you complied fo readily with our 
requeft, as we fliould have been very forry to 
ufe any violence ; and we hope your example 
'will be followed by the reft pf your pvty, for 
W,e defign to m^ke a general re&rmation ; but, 
.£rft, we will do ourfelves the honour to. fee joxjl 
f^fp home, as ypu can have np bufinefs in that 
Iho^fe now." 

With thefe wprds the whole jjpob be^an to 
move 3 and t|ie. gentlewoman judging rightly, 
that it would be in vain to make an^ words with 
them, was obliged to turn about, walk home 
with them, and liften with an appearance of at- 
tention to the piqus exhortations of the orator^ 
who walked clofe by her fidp all the way, witb 
his h^t under his arm, and handed her every now 
,gnd th^n over the kennel, with as many faataftig 
airs as a firft-rate fop. 

It is impoffible to conceive a droller figure 
than (he made on this occaflon, walking fo far 
(^roujg;h the dirty fireets (for they took care to 

lead 
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lead her the longeft way about) in the midft of 
fuch a (habby crew, in all the frippery fullnefs 
of drefs, powdered, frizzed, and furbelowed to 
the very tip of the mode; and confequently with- 
out any thing on her head to hide her fliame, 
and fave her from the rain, which fell plentifully 
an the time. 

As foon as the proceflion arrived ^t her door, 
the orator made her another fpeech i and then 
the mob, giving her three cheers more, left her 
to her meditations, and retired to iinifli their 
pious work. 

But they were too late now ; the birds were 
flowH. For, as the /wearing p^rt of the fcene had 
pafled under Mrs. Tofspofs window, flie, and 
fuch of her company aj^ were come, had a full 
view of it, and none of them being pioufly enough 
inclined to perform fuch a penitential ceremony, 
as foon as ever the mob moved ofF with the 
gentlewoman, they all flipped out at the back- 
door, and made the beft of their way home ; and 
Mrs. To/spot herfelf, juft then receiving a card 
from the Reward's wife, to let her know, ** that 
** (he had been taken fo very ill of the choUck^ that 
*' fhe could not pofiibly wait upon her that 
•* evening, but fliould be glad of a glafs of her 
** rum, as fhe imagined it might do her good," 
took a couple of bottles in her lap, and hurried 
away to her, to tell her the news, and congra- 
tulate her on having efcaped fuch a ridiculous 
diigrace as had befallen their friend, at the cir- 
cumftances of which they had many an hearty 
laugh over their punch. 

** You fee, (refumed my guide) the vulgar 
fcmetimes Jee rights though their method of pro- 
ceeding is rather ^regular. But this example, 

no* 
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notorious and ftriking as it is, will have no ef- 
fect. The practice againft which it was levelled 
is become a fa(hion> and, like every other fafliipn, 
mull have its run, till fomething elfe, perhaps 
equally improper, fupercedes it." 

From that day the fteward .never enjoyed a 
moment's happinels, being continually appre- 
henfive of fome fuch infult from the mob, as he 
could not refolve to defift from the practices 
which gave ttem offence ; accordingly, when the 
time of his departure arrived foon after, he hug* 
ged himfelf on his efcape, and laid down his 
grandeur with ten times greater pleafure than he 
had felt on taking pofTeilion of it ; and in re- 
turn for the uneafinefs he had drawn upon him- 
felf, carried away an heart envenomed with the 
mofl rancorous hatred againft the whole manor, 
the cfFedts of which he refolved never tomifs any 
opportunity of making them feel. 



The End of the First Book. 
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7%e happinefs ef hai)!fig ntere fftine^ thdti a than 
khotvs what to de ufith. The eilenJifOe know- 
ledge of the lovers of ViRTOE, actounted for. 
Poets not judges of painting. 

BEFQRfi I had tirae to make any re- 
flexions on the ridiculous inconfiftency . 
in the conduct and charadlers of all the 
adtors in this laft fcene, a ptrfon caught my ey^, 
who feemed to promife more pleafing enter- 
tainment than I had hitherto met with. He 
was juft entering into the prime oF life, and ap- 
peared to be in pofTeffion of every advantage that 
could enhance the enjoyment of that feafon of 
delight. 

So bright a profped filled my heart with joy. 
^^ At Itngth, O gracious fpirit ! (exclaimed I 
In an* extify) at length I have found a man 
whofe life affords another view befide wretched- 
nefs and folly, and reconciles me to humanity. 
Let us obferve him for a moment, and (hare m 
a blifs that feems to be fo pure." 

*' The joy you exprefs (anfwered my guide) 
is the genuine emanation of exalted virtue, 
which, raifmg above the malignity of envy, finds 
its own happinefs in that of others* I (hall 

there- 
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therefore compiy with your requeft with plea- - 
fure, ami leave you fo form your own judgment 
on fo interefling a futjeft/' 

Proud of this permiffion, I dircftly fixed my 
attention on the cHbjed of it. 

Thoagh the day appeared to be far advanced, 
h^ Wasjuft out of bed^ and fitting at breakfaft, 
in all the luxury and ftate of royalty. Whtm 
he had fw^l>k>wed a dijh or two of tea, with evi<^ 
dent difrelifh, " What {hall I do with myfelf 
to day ? (faid he to himfelf, rubbing l^is hetid, , 
and ftretckingin liftlefs laffitude) lam quite fick 
of this infipM kind of life, ftilt plodding, plod- 
ding on, in the fame dull, taftelefe round, with** * 
out any variety, any thing to expedtj or even 
wife for. It is not to be bomt/' 

Then mufing for fome moments, ** What 
muft they do whofe ftinfed fortunes deny them 
the gratification even of the few defircs they have, 
when the higheft affiuencee cannot procure me 
any fatisfaiSion?— and yiet, they evidently enjoy 
an happinefs which L am a ftranger to. There 
is foitaething in this, more than I can compre- 
hend. I 'm^ thfnk of it fome other timei" 

Turning then ta his man, ** What day of 
the week iff this, Thomas." 

*^ Sunday^ my Lord," 

** Sundiiy ! Order the horfes. I will take a 
ride thfs fitte m^rning\.-^-*And whatfhalll do 
with myfelf the reft of the day ?*— Let me con- 
fider \ Did not I promife to dine with her Grace, 
and go wMi her to lAx%» Bqueakimi i cdncerf^ and 
afterwards to lady Mo^fifs^xKS^t^ and then re* .' 
turn and fpend the evening wittt the Duke !— 
Pika, I am furfeited with mufickj the very 

thought 
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thought ofit makes my head ake.~ And for routs 
they are ftill worfe. l^o be fqueezed and crowd- 
ed among a parcel of people of all forts and con- 
ditions, who come together meerly to make ma- 
licious remarks, and pick each other's pockets ! 
It. is intolerable.— I am tired, quite tired of 
them all j of myfelf, and every thing in the world. 
*-~-That is right. Now I think of picking of 
pockets, let me fee how I came oiF laft night, at 
the club!" 

Then pulling a card out of his pocket, ** Aye ! 
here it is. What a black lift ! Lord Palmwill 

IQOO-. — his Grace 500 Sir yohn 200 ." ■ 

Mr. Shuffler 1500 Capt. Gamble 2000 — — 

b^ide all the money I had about me. Death ! 
This is too much. There muft be fome rnanage- 
mcnt in it, that I fliould always lofe ! I pofitive- 
^ ly will not go among them any more.** 

He was interrupted in thefe agreeable medi- 
tations by the entrance of a fervant. '' My lord, 
(faid he) the groom has fent an exprefs, to know 
if your lordfhip has made any bets on your new 
horfe, and what particular directions yoii pleafe 
to give about his running to-morrow, if your 
lordihip does not defign to fee him ftart yourfelf^ 
and to let your lordfhip know, that the mare, 
which he told your lordfhip he was under forne 
apprehenfions of,, is to be fold; fo that if yoW 
lordfhip pleafes to buy her, you may be fure of 
the horfe's winning." 

To-morrow! Aye. Send him word, that 
I will be there. And do you hear I order the 
poft-coach, and[fend to Mr. Shuffler^ CapU Gam-- 
blu And Sir John^ and let them know I go di- 

re<aiy. 
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■re&iy, and (hall be glid of their company. And 
'tell Rai^um I want him. — I have never feeti 
that horfe tun yet, though he coft me fo high 
a price : £lnd this is the laft king's plate of this 
-year. 1 mufl not mifs feeing him now, by any 



means." 



**. My' lord, (continued the fervantj here is 
a mcffengfer from his Grace's gentleman of the 
horfe, to acquaint your lordihip that the fale of 
the ftud is fixe^ for to-morrow, and cannot be 
put off as was intended. He fays, ihey are all 
to go without refervc." [ 

*' All, does he fay ? then I muft be there. 
There are feveral. tip top things among them, 
which I • would • not mifs of on any account. 
You need not order the coach ; and fend the 
groom word, that he may do as he fees proper 
about the mare. I tant be there myfelf." 

** My lord, (faid another fervant, who en- 
*tered juft then) Mr. Connoijpur is below; he 
fays, your lordfhip ordered him to fend up his 
' name. And Mr. Stanza — ^ — I would have de- 
nied him, but he fays he has buflnefs of im« 
•portance." 

'* Aye ! of importai^ to him, I doubt not. 
-^Let them come up. As 1 have nothing elfc 
to do, their nonfenfe may divert me." — i hea 
ftretching again, and giving a long yawn, he 
arofe from the table, which was diredlly re- 
moved, and walked a turn or two about th# 
room. 

As foon as'the gentlenjen entered, ** Your 
fervant, Mr. Coknoijfeur ! (faid bis lordfhip) 
Mr. Stanza^ what news from Parnajfus ? With 
what new infpiration have the Mufe^ indulged 
their votary ?" - ... 

Vol. I, I «^j 
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<< My lord, (returned the former^ with a 
myfterious air, before the poet had time to fcan 
his fyUables fof a reply) when you can ipare 
me a moment's private audience, I have tomtr 
thing to communicate to your lordfhip, that 
you will find worthy of your attention/' 

<< Mr. Stanza^ (£ud his lord&ip) if you'll 
take that'new play that lies in the windaw, and 
look it Qver in the next room^ I (hall be glad tt> 
hear your opinion of it/' 

The poet made a bow of ai&nt, and taking 
up the book with a contemptuous fmiie, i^tired, 
not i little offended at his being obliged to give 
place to a mechanic. 

<< Well, Mx.ConnoiJfiur! and what is this 
important fecret ? " 

<< My lord, it is an important fecret, I aflure 
you. Your lordlhip may remember I have told 
you that a gentleman of judgment, who had 
fpent feveral years in vifitingthe cabinets of the 
curious in every part oiEurupe^ out of which he 
had found means, at a very great expehce^ to 
procure many of the moft admired pieces^ was 
aaily^ expected home with his valuable coltedioa. 
Now, my lord, this gentleman is juft arrived ; 
and as I have had ?conflant correfpondence 
with him all the time he has been abroad, 
for it was chiefly by me he was direded in the 
choice of what he bought — ** How! wei:e 
you abroad too along with him? I did not 
know that.** 

<' No, no, my lord! I was, not with 
him^ but that did not prevent my beii^ 
able to <iire& him. For your lordfhip muft 
know, that there is a regular corre^n- 
dence cftablilhcd between Sx the lo?ers of 

firtu 
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t^Titu in Europe, by which mtan^ we are as in?* 
timatelj ^acquainted with ev^y thing in each 
other's country as in our own ; & that I could 
give hjm niy opinion what was proper for him 
to purcbafe in every place where he went, as 
w«Il as if I was upon the 4>ot with faim* » ■ ■ 
As I was favin^. This jgeatleman jtio iboner 
landed, than ne ient me amoi^ediate notice, up^ 
on which I went diredly to him ; and as I arxi 
well acquainted with your lordfliip's fine tafte, 
I have by much entreaty prevailed upon him to. 
let you iiave &veral of the moft capital pieces 
in Lis coUe^oni bjofore he exhibits them to 
the gwhlic for/ak ; for which purpofe jour lord- 
ihipmay have a fight of thein privately to-mor-^ 
i;ow, i/you pleaie, when I wiU wait upoa you, 
to point out the proper ones to cpoif^te your 
^nobie odle^bon^ and prevfjnt your being Im-« 
pofed upon in the price ; not that any price can 
jn reality be too hi^gh for fuch mafter-pieces of 
art." 

'< ToHmorrow, do you fay ? Can it not be 
put off for a day or cwo? 1 am enga^pd tor 
morrow." 

' <«« My lord, tiiat ii Impoffible. All the Fir^ 
i§^/l in £^gl^i»d wdil know of his arrival in 
«weAty-6}ur ihoucs, and then it will be out of 
his power to^ibfige your lordihip 3, and you will 
lofe an ofiportunity never to he rcstrieved." 

4« Wdl then> I think I will go. Hqre, 7*hmas^ 
.bid WiUiam ^ ifo hi* Grace's to-morrow, and 
iMiy whatever he lilce^ \ I cannot go m^felf." 
- *' I hope yosxx lordflup s^pcovcd of the bar^ 
^ains I made ifor you at the kft falej (conii- 
nued Conmiffiur) fome of t^ie landfcapes^ came 
jbigh I but they are very fine, very fine indeed, 

I 2 and 
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and will make a noble appearance in your lord- 
fhip's gallery. Are the put up yet, my lord ?** • 

** £h! EgzAy I never once thought of them; 
Do you know any thing of thofe piiSlures, Tho^ 
mas? . - 

*« My lord, the upholftercr nailed them up on 
the garret-ftair-cafe ; he faid, they were not fit 
for the gallery by any means." 

** He is an ignorant puppy, and defcrves to be 
turned off for prcfuming to difobey my direc- 
tions. How fhoold he know any thing of 

paintings ! -— M)r lord, your lordChip may 

depend ori my judgment. They are capital 
pieces. The garret-ftair-cafc ! ignorant, im- 
pudent blockhead ! " 

« Hah! hah! hah! This is Exalting into 
degradation, I think. But 1 will look at them 
myfelf when I am at leifure, and fee that juftice 
is done them." 

" At what hour (hall I call upon your lord- 
fliip in the morning ? " 

. ♦* About twelve. Suppoie we take Stanza 
wrth us. A poet {hould be a judge of painting. 
Call him in. < 

« A judge of painting ! hah ! hah ! hah I a 
inoft excellent one, truly I " How ihould fuck 
low-lived creatures have judgment in things 
they have not even an opportunity of feeing ? 
They never travel to improve their tafte, and 
enrich their minds by ftudying the excellencies 
of the foreign fchools. They have no notion of 
any thing beyond an Engliih daub. I muft beg 
your iordihip not to take notice of this affair 
to any one, as it would entirely ruin the iale df 
the whole coUedion \ and efpecially to.fuch a 

fcHow 
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fellow as that, whofe vanity at fuch an unde- 
ferved honour would make him blab it diredly. 
A poet never kept a fecret yet. Their very pro- 
feffion is to prate. I beg your lordfhip will not 
mention a fyllable of it to him.'* 

Saying this, the lover of virtu topk his leave ; 
^nd meeting Mr. Stanza^ as he was coming in, 
they faluted each other in the moft polite and 
friendly manner. 




CHAR IL 

Succefs no proof of merit » The impropriety of be^ 
. ing pleafed againft rule. A curious account 
of the great chantages of the ancient drama. 
Painters not judges ^poetry. — A capital 
defe^ in the defigns ^ two famous architeSiSj 
with the wonderful ejfe£i of a bow window. 



« Wf^^U Mr. Stanza^ (faid his lordfliip) 
V V what is your opinion of that play ? 
do not you think it has a great deal of'merit ? " 

<* My lord, (anfwered the poet with afmile) 
I fiiould1>e very cautious of differing in opinion 
with one of your lordfhip's judgment and tafte ; 
but I imagine you cannot be ferious in your ap- 
probation of this— this— this play, if you 
pleafe to call it fo ; for, indeed, it might as juft- 
ly be called any thing elfe." 

*' How, fir ! and do not you approve of it ? 
I ihould be glad to hear your reafons for dif- 
likipg a piece that has had fuch uncommon 
fuccefs/' 

13" Sue- 
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** Succcfs, my lard !t-— *Succe6 tt prcftnfl 
is a very poor proof of merit. The tafte of 
thcfe times fs too low and grofs for works of 
troe excellence. As to this, it is- a mext f arrays 
of imperfedions and faults. It is defective in 
the three great unities, and wants the moral 
majcfty df a chorus to give it dignity andim-* 
portance.** 

** I do not know what it watrts ; but this I 
am fure of, that it affe£ls my paflions ftrongly, 
and gives me pleafure t^hieh i am not able to 
defcribe ; and where this is done, I do not fee 
any neceifity for thefe unities^ or any thing elfe. 
Ihatisallldeftre.'' 

** I am forry to hear it, my lord j .very forry 
to hear that you fhouli fxatre fubrrtitted your 
own better judgment to a c<5rrupt«?d tafte, to far 
as to be pfealed againft rule. If your Ior({&ip 
will do ffie the honour to perufe this play, which 
I have written exactly on the plan of the anciehts, 
and made bold to dedicate to y6ur lordfhlpVpa* 
tronage^ ypu will fbon fee the impropriety qf 
being pleafed by thefe modern ilionfterS,. and the 
advatitage of adhiering to thofe rules which you 
icem to make fo light of. 

The unities fave the poet the fatigUe of in^ 
ventiftg, and the reader of attending to unfore- 
feen incidents and furprizes j and for the cho« 
rus ! it is the beft fuccedaneum that ever was 
thought of to fupply the place of imagination ; 
for, when the writer, at any time, can fay. no 
more in the characters of the drama, what h 
eafier than to make the chorus throw in a firing 
of moral fentiments, which can be picked out 
of any book ? and fo the whole goes on without 
trouble. I have thus explained to your lordfliip 

- ' the 
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the ttcceffitjrofjobferving the laws of the drama, 
which ypu will farther fifMJ illuftrated in this 
piece.*' 

**: I am forry C^moiffeur is gone j he would 
have been a proper perfon to decide this matter. 
Poetry and painting are fitter arts^" 

^ Some people, my lord, have thought pro* 
per to call them fo; bat with what juftice any 
cose who confiders die difierence between fenie 
and imagination can judge. Every poet^ indeed,, 
is mbft certainly a painter; that is, his^efcrip- 
tions ftrike the imagination as ftrongly as if the 
q1i^(3s were af^ualiy prefent to the lenfes. fiut 
no painter, I believe, can claim an equal fhare 
of the po^s praife, as the urmoft ei^cellence of 
hfsartis connned to one narrow fcene, and dif- 
played oil mattriab not only Aibjedl to accident^ 
butalfoi^ece&ryto-decayi whereas die labours 
'of the poet taugh at tim^, and took up to eter- 
iiitfy and are capable oi' being multiplied in fuch 
a majpneir aato be enjqyed by millions in the 
fame momenta Where do the works tAAfelles^, 
aBid ail the famous painters of antiquity, live 
nowv but ill Uie poet's lays ? They confer that 
hnmortality wbiok makes the others fo proud ; 
though, puffed up by prefent praife, they pre-* 
tend to put thcbifdves on a level with their be- 
i)kefa£b)rs* In a word, my lord, as much, indeed 
ten thoufand times as much, as the eye can fee 
iardier than the hand can reach, is poetry above 
painting." 

\ Juftastbepoet bad concluded this laboured 
panegyrick upon his art, a fervant informed 
his lordihip that Mr. Architnrue waited below, 
^< Bid him come up, (faid bis lordillip, and then 
turning to Stanza) You aiTert the honouir of 
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the Mufes with fuch , fpirit, that you de&rre to ' 
be their peculiar favourite/' 

'* Your lordlhip is pleafed to comph'mcnt. . 
Will your k)rd(hip give me leave to lay diis 
humble imitation of the ancients at your feet ? 
Your patronizing it will be no diihooour.tb 

ifour tafte, in the opinion of the learned. If your 
ordlhip will pleafc to lode at it^ •" 

^^ Some other time, when I am at leifure ; at* 
prefent I am engaged." 

" My lord ! the dedication only ;— it will not 
take up a moment, if you will give me leave." 

*' Sir, I am really engaged ; but any other 
time— — ." 

The poet faw it was in vain to prcfe any farther, 
and was going away, with a look of thehigheft: 
4ifappointment and deje£ticn^;! which bis lord- 
fhip obferving, ^' Stay, Mr.. Stanza^ (faid he)' 
though 1 cannot read your dedication at. this 
time, it is but juft that I ihould make the mirfe 
fome return for her compliment. A few pieces 
perhaps may not be unacceptable."—— 

*^ My lord, (anfwered the poet in evident. 
tranfporrX your lordfhtp's. moft ndble munifi* 
cence merits all the mufe. can do ; norihaU her 
grateful voice be filcnt.^' 

Wiih thefe words he made his lordfhtp a moft 
refpedlful obeifance, and retired with an happy 
heart. ^ ; i 

'._ Before he could make any reflefiions on the 
fudden change which the money fo manifeftly 
made in the poet's looks, a pSecfon eatered with 
a roll of papers updcx his arm, rMr- Architrave^ 
(iaid his^iordfliip) where have you been this agei 
i thought you were dead." 

<« My 
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,. ^* My lord, fanfwered the other, unfolding 
his roll) I have been employed in obeying your 
lordihip's commands, which it was impoffible 
to finim fooner. Here is the p]an you ordered 
me to draw i which, if properly executed, will 
do credit not only to your lordfhip's tafte and 
magnificence, but alfo be an honour to your 
country, where the^ue beauties of architedure 
have hitherto been ^oft unhappily neglected. 
We have never had any eminent mafters in that 
moft lioble art among us here. Never one." 

*• How, fir! Never any eminent architefts 
in England? I have heard Jones and' Wren 
fpoken of in a very different manner in Rome.^* 

** yones and tVreny my lord, were well enough 
for their time, and in feme things \ but their 
tafte is quite exploded now. Why, my lord, 
there is not one bow-window in all their defigns. 
.Do but look over this . plan, and confider the 
various beauties in all its parts i they will give 
you a proper notTon of Jones and Wren* No! 
no f they are^ not the thing ! Jones and Wren 
^mj^i not do now-a-days. You fee, my lord, 
the boldnefs of this defign. It is quite new. 
1 fcorn to borrow from any one. To the fim- 
,plicity of the aiicient flyle I have added the or- 
naments of the modern, and fo blended the bet« 
ter parts of both. Obferve the uniformity, and 
yet the variety in this noble front ; the flrength 
\and beauty of the compofition ) and then the 
'bow- window at the end ! - No bu3ding can be 
complete without a bow-window. Does not 
your lordihip think it has a very fine efFe£t." 

^^ I think it has a very reverend efFei^ if 
you will,, (anfwered his lordfhip, who had been 

Is hum.« 
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hnmmmg a tune, ^nd never caft fiis eyes upon. 
the paper till thfit moment) and makes the houfe. 
Ipok juft like a church. And what wUl the exe* 
oution of this plan come to ? *' ' 

*^ My lord, I have not y^t made the efttmaf e, 
but I know it wSl be notniiig to your lordfiiip^s 
fortune* Not above tkirty or forty thoufatidl 
pounds, or fome fuch matter^. But willliot^ou^ 
IprdOaif^pIeafe to examme ft a little f t am con- 
fident yovi win Uke it i it is exa^Iy in the pre- 
fent tOTC, in every part.*^ 

<^ I do not doubt it, iir. The nobleman who 
recommended you to me aiTured me of your abl^ 
lities i and I can depend upon his Judgments 
At prefent I am not at Icrfure.*' 

^* Your Ibrdfiiip has bad a probf of my abiltw 
lies I that magnificent houfe which I have built 
foryou."" 

*^ Very true T I had cjvite forj^l Aat. Not 
indeed that I cSin forna any opinion frefn that 
botife, as I have nevel* yet had time Ux feb it 
£nce it was finifted.** 

. The Idewardy whom his loid&ip had ieni fo^ 
coming in juftthe^^ ^ ^Raciumt (continiled be) 
Mr. ^rcbiir^w mU give you aneftima^e of th|^ 
expence of a new lioufe which I defign to biiiltl 
yonder on the green j ^d do yoii< iet the |>ed- 
ple i^iHit it as K)on as you can. 

Tiie ftewar(l made a. bow; dnd jfrihiir^B^ 
imagining his Ibi:idlbip thight be uj^ii bufinefi^. 
took his Teave.^ 
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CHAP. III. 

. JJohag without a bottom. The advantage ofkeefr 
i^g o ip^ refolutiofiy an evening J^ent in iajfe ; 
and a jaunt /^ B AT h . The misfortune ofwant'^ 
ingfomething to wtjhfor \ with' fonu uncommon 
reflexions in praife of what Ho one dejires ts 
ioffers. 



«« lyyTY lord, (faid the fteward) I was told 
iVA your lordfhip wtoted mc.'* 
<* Aye !-^But I have forgot for1«^hat,— Yes ! 
here, t^e this card^ and let me have draughts 
todHbharge the feveral Aims marked upon it; 
and as much more for my own ufe*** 

^ <^ My lord, I mcfi humbly beg your lord« 
(hip's pardon for the liberty I am g(Hng to tak^. 
It is impofible for any fortune to (upport the ex* 
pence at which your lordfliip lives at prefent ; 
abfolutely impoffiUe! All the money which was 
fared during your lordihip's minority is gone; 
and though your income is fo very great, I muft 
beg leave to tell you money does not come in fafl 
enough to defray the ordinary expences of your 
immenfe houChold, without the addition of thefe 
other demands. I really do not think there isfo 
much as this in your banker's hands; and if 

!four iordftip draws it out thus, I fliall be at a 
ofs to fin^a fupply for your neceflary occafions.'* 
** Not money enough ! v ■ ■ That is impof- 
fibl^; abfolutely impoffible! I have jnever fpent 
^ half 
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half that money. Do not tell me any fuck 
thing-" 

" My lord, here is the acfcoQnt. -l- do not 
defire to have my word taken for it. I have 
vouchers for every jQiilling. I only wifb that too 
many of then), were* npt of this kind. Will 
yojr lordfliip pleafe to look at them ? " 

** Nq, I cannot at prefent ; I am. not at Id- 
fure. Some other time, perhaps, I may. L^ 

• me have this morkey dire(3Iy ; and*^ if matters 
^ really are as^yeu (ay, you inuft cqnfider of (bme 

method of puttfng them on a better footing ; 
for I (hall leave it all to you.*** 

** Your lordfliip mentioned fomcthing about 
building an houfe before that geiftkman ; I pf t-^^ 
fume you were n^t ferious !'* 

** SeciouB I-*- Yes,. 1 defiga t© have it bagun 
direaiy." ' 

^^ My lord,, I am afraid T tak^ too great li- 
berty ; but J cannot help it. I have long wanted 
an opportunity of fpeaking to your lordihip, but 
^ you were nevep at leifure* The other houfe that 
your lordfliip begun, fo long ago :h^ l^een at a 

• ilarid (oc a confiderable tuiiefop want pf money 
. to carry it on ; and to begin another now, would 

look like madnefs. I beg your lordfliip's p^- 
\ don ; but I think it my dut^ to inform you. of 
; thefe thuigs/' 

• " Well 1 well ! I wiJl think on them fome 

• .^thei time* Make haflewith thgt money againfl: 
< 1 am drefled ; it i< time for me to go. out.? . 

His lo/dfliip then, as great hafle .a$ he U(as 

in, found leifure to- lefign his, perfon into the 

' hands of bis valet de chambre for an hour ; apd 

Sir John and the Captain calling upon faim juft 

as the important buime& of drefling was eodid^ 

he 
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^ paid them their demands ; and forgetting aU 
his refolutions to the contrary, as well as his en- 
;gagemeiits elfewheres went direSIy with them to 
.the (:lub. 

The manner in which he fpent the reft of 

the evening and the night there, wheie luxury 

..had exhauiled all her ii^vention to provoke fated 

appetite, and force nature into the grofTeft ex- 

.c^es, is bpycnd defcription. I ihall only fay, 

that his ufual luck attended him,, and he loft all 

.. his money to the fame ict ; his vexation at which 

a^ravated the eiFe£^s of his debauch, and made 

him a little iickifih when he awoke next after- 

xioon. .. , ■ 

The firft thpught that came into his Head as 
..ibon as he got up, was to go to a celebrated wa- 
ter-drinking placer,, at a conilderable diftance, 
where the {kk and idle refort with equal ea- 
. gernef^for health and pleafurc. 

Accordingly he lent for a particular gentle- 
man whofe company he wks fond of, and fet off 
dlredlly, attended by a retinue equal to that of .3 
..ibveieign prince, . without ever thinking, of his 
. other appoiptments. . , . t . , . 

- On his arrival there,, he plunged at.once into 
^ all the fafi^ionable follies, of the places but he 
. had ran through thcifi fo often before, that they 
, had loft the charms of noveltv, and could afford 
« him no pleafure. He therefore returned home 
. f$ precipitately as he went, though without 
*. ^ny determined feheme, any thing eveti in hope 
. CI expe£btion( that could proiQiie ^im fatis- 
. fadiion. . 

The confequcnce was natural. He fell di- 
reilly into his former courfe of life^ driven 
about| like a feather in the wind, by every pyfF 



s 
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tf canity, without »ny impulfe or power of Ms 
ownico dire6fthim. 

There ^«ras ibmcthing fo dreadfully wretched 
in fucb a life^ that I turned from him in hor- 
ror. ** What is your opinion now? (faid aiy 
guide, with a mortifying fnfrile) Do ypu ima-> 
ginc that riches ajone are fufficient to confer 
happinefs?" 

*' J am convinced, and afhamed of my error'; 
(fMd J) but vet the very confutation oif it h^ls 
opened a mplt v^luaMe fecret to me, I fee that 
.poverty is in reality the greateft ble^g of life, 
or rather, indeed, the only one that can make it 
at all tolerable. It engages the attention fn 
purfuits which take it oWfrom the inevitable 
miferies of natture. By delaying the gnttifica* 
tton of the iippetites it maka tiem k^n, and 
'Makes that gratificatipn a pleafure. By pre- 
venting forfeit, it preferves the power of enjoy* 
ment. In a word, it keeps the foul awake with 
expedition, and enlivens it with hope, without 
which life 13 a burden too heavy to be borne; 
the higheft enjoyment foon palling upon the 
fenfe, and making the anxiety of new purfuTts 
heceSary to diffipate the pain of difappointn^ent* 
Thus the reputed wretch, who begs from door 
to door, is really^ happier than he whofe riches 
put every gratification in his power ; the hope 
of- getting a morfel of bread to appeafe the 
cravings of hunger keeping the attendon of the 
fetmer fixed upon one point, white,' fi;>r want of 
any particular oUc£fc to^wifli for, the other finks 
into liftleis iiv^iiference, and lofes his relHb'for 
all. • ' 

** But though I have been difappointed t>f 
the f leafust I prdjpofed in this laft view» it has 

opened 
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Opened another to me, which I hope will be 
morefuccefsful. 

*' The gentleman whom his lordfiirp took 
with hhn in his fantaftic expedition to the wa-^ 
ter-drinkiDg place, feemed to enjoy every thing 
with fuch pKafure, as afforded the ftrongeft con** 
traft to the taftelefs apathy of the other. Witll 

four permiffion, I will obferve him a little longer^ 
im^ne I fliall not be dtfappointed as I was be* 
fore. 

My guide fmifed ; and, gunng a nod of nf- 
ttnty I diredBy turned my leyes to tbe perfon of 
whom 1 bad been /peaking. 

an 9i|9iB .li^w V^* ^ir^ ^IM^ '^\F^ •Py 'Tf^ ^l 

C H A R IV. 

^Hd diuantMs of thiftieniflnf df the Grtai* 
Bpifide df Mot^uurYKlPrnAV and Bis Mj^ 
^>ens fame fiirets not ifiryfk^tfmgU the here if 
tbitn/e. 

THERE was fomething lb prepofleffnghi 
bis looks, (b irremBbly engaging in hi» 
mamier, together with the great advantage of 
dr-ftriidl^ ^gure* th^t it was tmpoffible to be- 
hold htm without Ttgk$d:; but, upon a nearer 
yhvirl &att eafe anil happiheft oF faetot which 
ha pattkohn-ly attraAed toy heftier; Aid Mt 
ibeth fb gbm^mt and fincete fa I had m iirft ifxMb- 

' gifted. '*'':' \ '* 

HIewastirellod in the moft elegant and be« 
Coming tafte, jaft ready to go out^ and wak^i 

only 
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only for the return of a fervanty whom he had fent 
with a letter. ** It is impoffiblc (faid he.«> 
^itnf^ilfy as be walked back and forward in his 
room) that I fhould be difappointed. His 
Grace has often afllired me of his friendthtp, 
and Wi(bed for fuch an opportunity as this of 
floinj; me fervice« It is impoflible that I (hould 
be difappointed." 

. While he was pleafing himfelf with thefe re- 
flexions the fervant returned with an anfwer to 
his letter* His e;jes fparkled with j.oy» and he 
opened it with an ea^ernefs that ihewed the 
height of his hopes ; but they were foon de- 
prefled. He had fcarce cafl: his eye on the con- 
t^ts, when a gloomy cloud overcaft his whole 
oouritenance. The letter fell out of hishand ; 
and finking back into a chair, ^' What an un- 
fortunate wretch am< I, (faid he| flirugging up 
his ihoulders, and lifting up his nands and eyes 
40 hwrexv) to let a falie delicacy thus .deftroy 
my faireft hopes ? Why did I not go to him 
the moment the place was vacant?. Perfons 
'iahis QX.alt^ ftation have their min^s taken up 
with fo many cares of greater conifequence, it is 
no wonder they ihould forget the connections 
;ofprivatefriendfliipv . ^ 

Then, taking up the letter, *f Extremely glad 
— -(faid he, repeating fome parts of it aloud, ^s 
.he read it over) Uo late- — r^ut yeflerday^^^^-^any 
-^therocca^n^^'^'^nfer/ friend-^" r 

Juft as fie concluded^ a thundering at. ikic 

' door announced the arrival of a vifitor : and 

.inftaiitly ruined in a yous(g nobleman of the 

firft rank, who running up to the gentleman, 

. ^< 'D^9iTFranky (faid he) I am glad I have found 

you at hofne^ You muft come with me dired* 
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fy, A party of us; have this mtndte^ taken a 
frolidc to go and beat up his lordfhip's quarters 
in the country for a few days ; and you VfiW juft 
make^up our fet. . Come along with tne : your 
fervants will overtake us where we dine.'' 

: <* My dear lord, ^anfwered the other, as foon 
as he was permitted to fpeak) I am afraid I can- 
not poffibly have the honour of. attending you. 
Some bufmcfs— •' . . 

. *.' Pfha! damn buiinefs. What have we to 
do with buiinefs f I fayy you (hall come. We 
fliould have no pleafure without you. If you 
want money, 1 can fupply you till you return. 
Come along. 

<^ I am much obliged to your lordfliip; that 
is not the thir^. ] UnlQckily^I am engaged:* 

i' *^ ! Never mind: that. <Say i forced you away;; 
Lay the blame on me. For youmuft, andifaall 
eome.'^-r-Saying'which, he! dragged. him aw^y^ 
fcarce givinghim time tatellhisiervants whcrer 
to follow him, . . * > 

. The whole expedition wasof atpiecewith the 
manner of their fetting out; a continuance of 
lambling, riot and noife ; till fick of thefatigue^ 
and feme new whim coming into their heads, 
they returned home in as great a huriy as the)r 
went. 

I could eafily fee that the perfon whom I par- 
ticularly attended to, was far from enjoying fuch. 
a fcene^ and gave into it merely in compliance 
with his company, againft his own better 
tafte and judgment. This made me expe<3 
tiiat l!(hould fee him to more advantage on his 
return home, when he fliould be at'diberty ta 
pitrfue his own Jnclinatiofis.; but I. foon founds 
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to my great ili^i^ointment, that I had 
too hafly in forming oij opinion cf hin ; his 
vfholG luQ being ono oontmued round of dang-. 
ling after thofe whom fortune .had placed in a 
fuperiorrank. 

Such a proftitistion waa fo grofs» that I was^ 
loon fick of it; which my gaide perceiving, 
^* You find the confequence (&id be) of jw%ing 
from appearances. You thought this perfdn^ 
biq>py bi^ttfe of the ferenity of his ooantenaitee, 
and the relifli with which he ieemed to enjoy 
Qvery thine that had the name of pleafure } but 
tbff was ail grimace, aSe£led only to make bin^ 
agreeable to the company whom he has devoted 
hmifelf to» m the a^znnir you have feen. 

*^. It may not 'he imprerper to g^e you ibmci 
aceoimt of hia motives for a conduA which 
ftcms fe dUrangB* 

. ^* .His xoLOtn is ChawidieH. He was bom tk 
a moderate faiCune, and entesed into the nadcv 
of the public with the advantage of .every aocom^: 
pUfluhent) both natund and afcf|uired, which 
^ouU fdtnH eAeem ; but it is the proper ufa 
which makes> the bleffipg^ Thefe advantages^ 
which Iff a much lower degree have laid the- 
foundation of many a.iplendid fortune, by asv 
unhappy mifapplication have been the caufe oi 
his ruin ; for, inflead of improving fo favourable 
an introdu^oB by prudence and care, and apf« 
phring htmfetf to any of the various puriiiits I» 
wnich the good opinion th^y gained him. might 
have been of real fervice, he became intoxicated 
with the flattering reception he met in the 
gayer woo-ld, and, negleding every thing elfe^ 
gave himfelf up ab&^«ely to idlenefs and diA<* 
|«tion. 

" The 
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<* The expences of fucrh a Hf<e hr cxxcceded 
llm fortune ) but he difregdrdcd thi»y believing 
the profeffions of friendflitp in^hich were made 
him by hi» companions) and flattering hin^lF 
that they would make him ample amends for the 
facrifice of bis time and fortune^ by procuring 
him fome lucrative employment, ^atAoMld en-* 
ab)e him to live always among them. How juii 
this expedation was, you will foon have an op^ 
portunity of feeing/* 

On this I turned iEigatn to Cbamsliin^ the cri«* 
fis of whofe fate I now perceived to draw on 
apace. The n^i morning after his return, he 
Vrent to pay ^ viftt to one of his noble friends; 
who bad not been upon the party to the coun^ 

After fome moment's chat, ^* I am going this 
morning (faid the lord) to thank my goo4 
friend, his Grace, for a very unexpected, favour; 
You remember the parfon's daughter, whom 
you admired fo much when you was in the 
country widi me laft funmier. After you left 
me, want of fomething elfe to do made me e'en 
take it in my head to make love to heir, which, 
the tender tur^ received fo kindly, that fhe 
foon made nie a return of all the happinefs in 
her power. 

*^ There is nothing <b furfeiting as intri- 
guing with your loving ones. I was foon tired 
of my fond PfyUhy and glad to fiy from her t^ 
town. But that gave me only a Ihort relief 5. 
I had ndt been in town a week, before (he 
ftowed herfelf in aftage-coach and followed 
me. This threw me into thd greateft diftrefs. 
Her old father had been my tutor ; and though 
I cannot fay I am a ihilling the better for all 

the 
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tiie pains he pretended to take with me, he^sc'-* 
quitted himfelf fo much to the fatisfadion of my 
wife father, that, when he came to die, he made 
him a truftee tp hh will, and left him fuch a 
.power over me, that I cannot raife one {billing 
on my eilate beyond my annual income, witbouc 
his exprefs confcnt. You hiay judge by this 
What a fine fituation her elopement threw me 
into ; eljpecially as I was juft then foUiciting her 
father to let me raife a fum.of money, to dif^ 
charge my debts of honour^ which you know 
are pretty confiderabler 

r *' It was in vain to argue with the foolifb 
ha^age. She fell into fits, pretended love> 
and at Uft flopped my .mouth entirely by de- 
claring herfelf with child. 
; ** While I. WHS in' the height of this per- 
plexity, his Grace happened to call upon me ; 
and enquiring what was the matter, for I could 
not conceal iny uneafuieis, I e'en told him the 
whole afiair ; upon which he faid, in the moft 
friendly njiannef , . that he knew but one way to 
extricate me; which was, if I could prevail 
.upon her to marry any perfon whom it might 
be thought (he had run away to, he luckily had 
^ place, then in his gift, which would be an 
handfome provifion for them. You may be 
iiire I thanked him moft.fincerely for fo great 
a piece of friendfhip, and, the moment he was 
gone, fummoned FrippeaUy my valet de cham- 
bre, and made him the propofal, who readily 
embraced it, and foon prevailed upon her to 
agree to it alfo ; on which they were difeAty 
married, and we concerted noatters fo,. that 
J not only appeared innocent to her father,, but 
alfo have the .merit of providing for her by 
L roy 
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my intereft with his Grace, which I took care 
to place to the account of tny regard for him $ 
fo that I think he cannot refufe me any thing I 
aik of him ; and- this very morning the bride-^ 
groom has been with me, to let me know he 
Sas taken pc^effion of his plac^'.*' 

It is impoffible to defcribe the fituation of 
Cbamaihn during the latter part of this Aory. 
Refentment, fhame, and rage fwelled in bis 
!heart,. and tortured every feature of his face. 
Suppreffing them, however, as well as he coulci, 
'< What place, my lord, ((aid be) has the hap-* 
py.man goti" . « 

*' Why ! that there place which I have fo of- 
len heard yoafzy yoii (hould- like. ', Egad ! I think 
1 (hbuld have articled for a {hare. The rifcal 
could never have raifed his expectations a quarter 
4b high otherwife. At leaft 1 (hall claim a right 
to renew my acquaintance^ with his iady, ifjQver 
I (hould have a mind. Hah ! hah ! hah ? 

^. And pray, my lord, (cominued Chamalion) 
When did bis Grace confer this obligati<»i oo 
yourlordihip?" 

** One day laft week,-<^whtle you were in 
the country. But do not you thinkj Frank, 
that I have well got over this affair i" 

^' I CQuU have told you fomething, my lord, 
(faid the other, with a fpiteful fneer, which a)l 
his art was not fufficient to fupprefs) that 
would have leflened your anxiety about that fakr 
lady." 

** Aye ! What was that ? What do you know 
of berl*' 

*« Only, my lord, that her love muft cer- 
tainly have been very violent for i your lordfliip, 

when 
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when yotit fervant couU b ttaMj |>revml upon 
bertjo marry hiai. Hah ! hah ! hah ! *' 

«* Why f Aye ! ibst is very true. But-^ 

but— *bitt confid cr ■ ■ coafidcr"^— - What die 

MuUibedo?'' 

. '^ And your loidfli^) may add, that monikur 

Frifpeau is a maa of parts^ and maftar of prc^ 

vaiUiig aif;uinentf • I fee he has conduAed hla 

fcheme deverly/' 

^<.£h! 1 do not underffauid you. Hisfcbeme! 
No* It was mv {iropo&U Apt iiis.^ 
. ^ Yes, my lord, I percxive the pn>po&l was 
your's ; but the plan I have good reaiim to think 
was Ms." 

^* His ! No, no ; not at all. It was his Giaoe'a* 
.Fripp§au knew stothiag of the mattecy till I in- 
IbroMd him of it.'' 

*^ Notdire6Uy of this, I grant ym^ my jord ; 
hut that he had formed ibme plan of the kind i 
anx very dear." 

« How cottM diat be? What fliouU make 
you think jfaf' 

'* Becaufe, my lord, he and this lady, tamy 
icertaii) knoveledge, bad a very good under- 
,fiai>duig lone before the lime you .fay you firft 
made your amrelEes to her»" 

'* A- ,good undecftandEng ! WhaC do you 
mean? Pnthee fpesk plainer.'' 

^< I mean,, my loid, that mmfieur and ma* 
<4am had an. amour ; and that, inflend of his 
marrying your lordihip's whore, and fatlienng 
•mui: baftar^,. hy a pcudent paixidpation 'oi what 
he could well fpare he has had the addrefstOLtabe 
in yodf lordfli4> to ()rDvide ibr him and his hbpe- 
iul family. That is all I mean, my loiad." 
. "An 
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^ An amour with ber ! loipofiUe! lamiiirt 
ft comU b9. no fuch thing. What can have put 
this nonfciiik into ]K>tir head i '* 

^< My lord, it was pot into my head by my 
happening to catch the fond pair clafped in the 
folds of love one evening, in the arbour at the 
bottom of the garden." 

« 'Saeath ! when was this I ** 

*' The very evening after we went into the 
country. It would, have done you good to fee 
how lovingly the turtles billed. The joy they 
expre£ed at meeting ihewod that they had been 
well acquainted before." 

^' Damn their joy ! ^But how the devil came 
you not to tell me of i^ts ? " 

<^ Becaufe, my lord, (he bribed me to fecrecy 
by the fame favour. Befides, I could never fu^ 
pedl that your lordflUp -Would hate been made 
fuch a dupe of by a couoCry-girL" 

^ Infamous bitch ! . And to pretend fo much 
love for me all the while ! But I will be reveng- 
ed. I will have this fcoundrel turned out di- 
. roftly^ and let the wbojpe'a father Icnow of all 
^ her tricks." 

'< And be will give.yott all the vexation he 
can in your affairs^ in return fer the fliare you 
have had in them. Nor is it in your power to 
turn out Frippeau now. He bos a patent for 
his place, and defies you." 

" ConfufionJ Whatmuft f do? 

** Why, my lord, yoa muft even go and r*- 
turn your thanks to his Grace for his great fa- 
vour fo worthily beflowed, and fubmit patiently 
to the abufe )K>u hav^ received, bedaufe it tsiiot 

in your power to redreis iu" 

Saying 



/ 
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* Saying this he to6k his leave, fomewhat con- 
.foled for the ill treatment he had nfiet with from 
hi3 Grace, by thinking that his lerdfliip, who 
thought he had received the benefit of it, w^as 
fiill more abufed than he. 

c H A p. V* 

MisfortuHfis multipfy. A new method of engagirig 
the ajftftance of the great. Common occurrences.'^ 
CrtAMJELtON breaks with his great friends 
rather unpolitely. His hijlory concluded ziiiA 

^ fome odd refieHiims^ •- 

SEVERELY as he felt this ftroke, it was 
but a trifle to the misfortunes which began 
now to pour in upon him. From his lordfliip's 
he went on his ufual errand, to the perfon who 
had hitherto fupplied him with money on a mort- 
gage of his eftate; but, to his unfpedkable fiir- 
prize, inftead of complying with his demand, 
the fcrivener tAld him very gravely, that he 
could not advance any more upon that fecurity'; 
anddefiredhe would take meafures for paying 
. him ofF. without delay, or he muft foreclofe thte 
mortgage. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the aflonifhment 
into which this fpeech threw him. As foon as 
he recovered himfelf a little, " Surely, fi^, 
(faid he) that eftate muft be worth coniiderabJy 
moi£ than my debt to you. The clear rent is 
eight hundred pounds a year ; and the laft time 
we fettled I owed you but fourteen thoufand 

pounds. 
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p(»ttnds, .interbft and prihciple,^ iince which I* 
have not httd-any moret from you; fo that you 
maft cQrtaiilly be miftiikien. The eftate is warth' 
federal thoufands more.'' - 

** Look you, fir, (anfwered the fcrivener) as 
youj have always dealt with me like a gentle- 
man, I will Arain* a point fo far as to give one 
thoufand pounds more;^ but that is t>n condition, 
that you execute a fale of, that eftate to me di- 
re£Uy ; and that is by five hundred more than I 
woukl'give any other man I deal with." 
. " I am much' obliged to you for your friend- 
fhip, fir ; but think that fifteen thoufand pounds 
is rather too little for eight hundred a year. 

« Why, there it iy now. You gentlemen 
who have eftates in land think there is nothing 
like them ; but we know the contrary. Money, 
money, fir, is the thing. Sir, I can honeftly 
make ten per cent, or perhaps more, of my mo- 
nejr, every day I live nowj and this without 
bemg plagued with tenants breaking, and re- 
pairs, and taxes, and I do not know how many 
vexations which attend landed eftates j No ! No ! 
Money, money, is the thing." 

'* Ten per cent! Aye, that you can, and 
more to my certain knowledge, or my debt 
could never have amounted fo high by fome thou- 
sands. But thtd kind of talking fignifies nothing. 
Tell me dirccSly, what is the moft that you will 
give me?" 

'' Sir, I cannot give any more thM I have 
IHd ; and out of that you muft pay all the Cofts 
of making the conveyance too." 

** Then, fir, you never (hall have my eftate, 

yeumay be afiured. I am not reduced to fub- 

mit to fuch iniquiCQUs exU^rtions yet/'*«With 

~¥o4.L K which 
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which words he turned about and left the room, 
fenfible that it was to no purpofe to attempt 
iifing any. arguments. with one of his profef-' 
fion, 

rHe'was* ^ell Enough acquainted with the 
world, to kaaw*that the Tcrivener would never 
have made fuch a declaration till he had every 
t^ing prepared to put it in execution, and confe* : 
qiiently that his own fituation admitted not of : 
ajmoment's delay. 

Accordingly he went dire&Iy to a gentleman, 
who had often, hinted a defire to purchafe his 
eftate, if ever it fhould be to be fold, as he - 
plainly forefaw it muft in the end ; with whom, . 
in the preient agitation of his fpirits, he conclude 
ed a bargain in a very few words, that left him ' 
without a foot of property upon earth« 

The forming a refolution, be it what it will, • 
is real relief to a mind in diftreis, by taking off 
the attention from that diftrefs, and fixing it on 
the means of executing the refolution. 

From the moment he determined to fell his 
efiate, he enjoyed a tranquility which amid all' 
his pleafures he had long been a ftranger to ; 
and though he was fenfible that he. fhould have 
but a very poor pittance remaining to found his 
future hopes upon, when all his debts were paid, 
the thought of difappointing the fcrivner's i>afe 
defign gave him fuch pleafure that he fcarce at- 
tended to his own ruin ; or, if he had any fenfe 
of ity the illufion that had drawn it upon him, 
and under which he flill continued, took off 
half its horrors. 

" When my friends fee (faid he) that I fhnd 
in need of their affiftance, they will give it with- 
out even putting me to the pain of making ap-,. 

.. plica- 
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pUcation : and I have money enough due to me 
among them, to fupport me as ufual, till feme .1 

fuch opportunity offers : all cannot be fo bafely i 

infincere as his Grace." 

• Supported by this hope, he went to fpend the 
next evenins; among: them with his wonted - - s 

{pints : but a confcioufnefs of his defperate cir- j 

cumftances made his apprehendons fo delicate, 
that he conftrued the common pleafantries of '^ 
his companions into perfonal infults, and left n 

them abruptly, as much furprized at his behavi** .-/ 

our as he was offended at theirs. 

But they were not long at a lofs to account 
for ic. One of the club, who had been on the 
fame errand bimfelf that day with the lawyer 
who drew the conveyances of the other's eftate, 
and learned the affair from him, coming in ju(l 
after he had gone away in that odd manner, di- 
re^Uy told them the whole affair, Jieightened * 
with the additional embellifhments of his own 
good-nature, fuch as the purchafe of his ^flates 
not having paid half his debts, and his being 
reduced now to a condition worfe than beggary. . 

This opened a field for curious fpeculations. 
Inftead of regretting a ruin, which they had . 
themfehres been the occasion of, they all ran out % 
into the grofTeft ridicule, and fevered invedtives^ i 
agaihft his foolifli vanity, for pretending to live } 
upon an equality with peifons of fuperior rahk 
and fortune ; the mofl extravagant of the whole ' 
fet,' and thofe efpecially ^whofe circumftances 
werertdiiced neareft to a level with his, declaim- . 
ing loudeft in the praife of prudence and ceconot- ; 
my, and railing moAagainfl him for the oppoiite 
vices. ^ 

- K.z Tkfi 
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Tke conclufion ofi all was, that it nouhi.no 
longer be proper for them to admit him Intq tbeir > 
company : hut, asfbrbidding him dire£Uy qiight 
too probably be attended ^^ith confequexices^they^ 
did not cl^ufe, they rniaqimoufly refolded tQtake 
tlte fafermethod of treating him with a coldnefe, 
that to oneofhis delicacy could not fail to anfwer. 
the fame end,, without expofing them to fudi - 
danger; 

As for him, the mannef in. which he pafled ' 
the .remaining part of the night is too (lorrid for 
defcription. After curfing his own folly and^) 
their bafenefs, till his fpirits were quite exhaufted, 
heat length bethought himfelf, that the particu- 
\3cr expt'eifions. which had given him fucb .pain 
w^re in the common ftile of their, converfation, 
andinall probability without any pecfonalap^li#< . 
cation to him,. asit:wasicarce.poi&b]e, that they, 
could havie received any account of fo recent a . 
tranfadUon. 

i-The confolation which this thought gave him, 
enabled him to take fome reft ; fo that. wiicn he^ 
arofe, he repaired to the. ufual place,, in pretty, 
good fpirits: but this was only like.a;gleaiiij6f 
fiin-ihine between two ftarms ; the behaviour of 
hh companions, in con&quencei of the generous 
reA>lution of the . night before, foon removing 
every doubt of their meaning and defign* 

Stung to the foiil at tht§, he. ftacted up,, ancj.. 
looking at them with the fierceneft of .dei^raH 
tionr; ^ I plainlj^ fee, faid h^ in an has^h^ 
tone, that my ruin is >nafecret; nor am Lata/ 
loft to account for the. prudential ih^ves pf-i 
this behjaviour } butyouaremiftal^en, mywor**.: 
thy friends, if judging of me by vourfelioes^ 
/^ think I am meaa enough to iollicit, or re- 
ceive 
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^c^?e any 'favour fmb yow. M«ft of %is cbm* 
pany kre in- my dfebt, >both for tnaney Won^rfd 
•lent. 'The payment erf that is all I require^ 
md -what IVill inflft on. If I owe any of you 
anv thiftg, let it be dehiaifded now, as this is the 
hit time I Ifiiall ever come among: ypu* 

The firil word hefpofce caufed an uniVerftl 

'filence^ Abr were any of them vtty ready to break 

it when he. had ended, but fat looking at each 

0%er as at alofs what to (ky^ and expeSttng whd 

IhOuld fpeak firft. 

This behaviour almoft difarmed his rage, 
and turned it into contempt ; calling his eye 
therefore round bim wichJnefFaUe diSain, ** I 
^^i(re you tithe, faid hfe, to cortflder of ;my d^ 
iharid till to-niornsw, Whtn, if I have hot a fatW- 
fadorv anfwef, I ftiall. apply perfofally to each 
4ii anoiher fhinner*'— ^S4ying whidi, he ffung 
bdt of thercidm. 

The thrtkt ihipHed in thefe laft words in.- 
-fl^urehc^d fome of them Whofe debts were but 
'fmail^ to pay Mm : but the grealer part, fbelter- 
"ing theftflTelveS in the privileges df their ranli, 
-gaUahtly thought proper to take no notice of hl» 
demand. ^ 

'ButthVi^as not their beft proieiftion; pro- 
voked is he was at tHe ba-fehefs of their behjt- 
vibui", his pride woUld not perrtiit him to repeat 
a detiiaiid, which, from his prefent circumftanc^s 
might be imputed to neceffity. Accotdin'gly, 
, tired 6f a place where every objedl he faw up- 
braiBed him tvfth his folVy, he purchafed a com- 
ttiiffion in the army with the poor remains of hfs 
fortune, and fought to fil&nce the reproaches of 
his own mind, by the tumults and horrors df 
war. 

Ka Of 
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. Of all the inftances of human folly. which I 
had yet feen, this afFeded.me moft. *^ O gra- 
cious fpirit ! (faid I with an heavy figh) how 
wretched is the ftate of man, that the nneft en- 
dowments of mind are not fufficient to fecure him 
from falling into this inexplicable labyrinth ! Is 
' there nolatid-mark to warn him from the danger ? 
No clue to guide his fteps in fafety thtough the 
giddy mazer* 

** The brighteft endowments . (anfwered he) 
ferve only to make folly more conspicuous, and 
aggravate the pain of ruin by reproach, except 
they will fubmit to the direction of prudence. 

" But the contrary is too often the cafe. The 
vivacity which refulia from great parts is above 
ilooping to any reftraint, efpiecially from a. virtue 
that appears to be merely negative. 

*^ Hence it is that you fee the^greatefl follies 
are generally committed by men of the greateft 
genius ; as on the other hand, the moft fojid ad- 
vantages are obtained by moderate abilities, 
-when directed by that unerring guide. Of the 
, former you have feen a flriking inftance in this 
.perfon, and every view of life makes it unnecei^ 
fary to give any of the latter. 

" As to him there is no fpecies of foHy more 
extenfively fatal than that which proved his ruin. 
Every one, who, liftening to the allurements of 
idlenefs, ncgledls to improve the prefent moment, 
and depends on chance to bring on another day 
that which application might procure him now, 
Js guilty of it. All have the means of rational 
fuccefs within their power when they firft fet out 
in life, and the many who mifcarry owe their 
misfortune moftly to the want of applying thofe 
means properly. 

CHAP. 
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A rare character. Defcription of a lady's ckfet. 
Pleajing meditations \ with one Jide of a remark- 
able cojruerfation. The hi/iory of Calia and 
Strephon. Mafqued batteries mofi dangerous in 
love as well as war. ^ 

WHILE the rpirit was making thefe re* 
flections, I happened to caft my eye up- 
on a female whofe appearance raifed my curio- 
^ty to take more particular notice of her. 

Though ihe was defcending faft into the vale 
of years, and Time's inexorable handhad robbed 
Jier charms of all their bloom, there was a fweet- 
nefs and fenfibilitv in her looks, an elegance; and 
grace in her whole form^ which made the very 
ruins of beauty look lovely, and were impoffible 
to be beheld without the tendered emotions. 

She was fitting in a favourite clofet, the firfl: 
view of which fuggefted an idea of the owner's 
■charadi^r. It looked into a fpacious garden that 
hung over the banks of a filver ftream. At the 
lower end a variety of evergreens and flowering 
fhrubs formed a number of little arbours, and 
fpread a fragrance through the air, that difpofed 
the heart to foftnefs, and filled Jt with delight. 
Beyond them a row of venerable oaks bounded 
the view, among which the ftream, fiealingin- 
.fenfibly from the fight, made the whole pro(jpe<i 
moll romantic and grand. The windows were 
fc-t out with flower- pots of the fineft cliina. On 
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the ceiling was painted the ftory of Apollo and 
li^hn^y by a ma&ejf'band. A lame^ boQk-caftf9 
carved' in the Chtnefe taif'e, and highly gilt, co- 
vered each end /of tbe clofet, ai^d difplayed a 
complete collection of all the plays, poems, and 
romances in the modern languages, which treat 
of love as a fcience, and heighten its pleafures 
by the powers of imagination. A g]a(s . that 
reached from the flopr to. the ceiling was placed 
againftthe pier between the windows, and, cor- 
refponding with one of eqifll fize on the oppo&te 
fide of the clofet, ferved to (hew the whole perfon 
at one view i and a variety of mafquerade-jiabits, 
for the charadlers of nymphs, nuns, Ih^phepdefles 
and queens, with all their d^#erent infignia, 
hung up in regular br4er onreaih fide of ike dopr^ 
and made the wh^le of a piece* 

She fat at a tabfe placed^bf foreone cf Dbe win^ 
dows, wkh a huge folio open before her, on wMcJi 
Ae leaned her elbow as'flie meditated on what 
ihe had been reading, wkh her head recUneid 
upon her hand, and her eyes'^lixed i4>on ^he oeil- 
jng; her fpec^acles lay i>p6n the book, to fna<i^k 
the place where Ae- had flpppod, and her fnuff'- 
boxandhandkerchiefbeficle.it. ' • 

After flje had been muftng <hu8 for- fomc mi- 
nutes, " Happy days (fetd Ihe, wilh a figh) 
when love and honour governed the world ! 
when ceremony gave place to flncerity, ■ and in- 
clination went hantf ih hand with virtue !^ Why 
did I not livie then ? Why was my lot referved 
for thefe dull iron times f I might have been a 
gentle ihepherdefs, and fpent my blifsful life 
with fome fele<Eted faithful fwain in fweet Arca- 
dian vales, awaking with our tuneful pipes the 
flow*-paced morn, when we arofe to tend our 

fleecy 
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ffcecy care^ and, flimibering ^v?ay the fultry 
noon, clafpeH in each other's arms,' in coolfe- 
^ucftred fragrant bowers, befidfc fome purling 
ftream, whofe murmurs lulled each wearied fonfc 
to reft.'* 

Then, tilling a pinch of fnuff, zni rifing front 
her chair, •* Or eirel might have befeh fome beau«t 
teou$ princejfs, (continued (he, as flie walkedi 
with a majeftic air acrdfs the floor) whofe fame* 
had filled the world^and brought adoring prince6« 
to my feet."— . 

She was interrupted in theft pleafing medita- 
tions by the entrance of a fervant with a letten. 
Diffniffine Mm with a nod, the moment flie fa\v» 
Bi'e wefl-known hand, arid then k'iffing the di^ 
reSiori, fhe opened the lettei-, and read it bvet 
in a perfe£): rapture. 

«* O Strephon-f (feid file, as fbon asfhe had end- 
fed) who can rcfift tJiy fweet perfuafive tongue f 
Such eloquence fure never fued in vain ! Yes, 1 
will meet yoo. CaJia will Meet her Sirephoiu 
with all the ardour of unfated love." 

When (he had thus given vent to her tran- 
f^txrt, (he fat down again very compofedly to her 
heloVed ftudy ; at which (be contintied till fum--- 
moned unwillingly to dinner. 

A loVer*s repafts are never long. As foon as 
ihe bad made ah hadFy me^l, file fet out with 
all the eagernefs of expeSation for. the (bady 
watk at the bottom of the garden. The throb- 
bing of her heart, as (he .approached 'this fcene 
fnoft opportune for love, made me imagine (he 
was waited for by fome favourite fwai'n, whom 
I expeded to fee clafp her immediately in hts, 
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But, though no fuch lover appeared, {h« feeim* 
ed neither difappoioted nor difpleafed. The mo^ 
ment ihe entered the walk, *^ 1 come, my deareft 
Striphon ! (faid ihe, fpreading her arms to em- 
brace the empty air, and talking as if to fome 
one prefent) your CW/V?, pundual to your ap* 
pointment, comes to {{>end a rapturous hour in 
converfation with her foul's beloved* Here will 
I lean upon your arm, and hearken to the mufic 
of your voice, as we walk, along the floweiy mar- 
gin of this limpid ftream. Thefe confcious mades^ 
ihe nymphs, and naiads of the ftream and grove, 
ihall witnefs for the purity of our paifion/' 

And then again, as if replymg to ibmethtng 
he had faid, '* I own the force of what you 
urge. Perfuafion hangs upon your tongue ^ and 
yielding nature pleads fo ftrongly in your behalf^ 
that virtue hardly can refift i but fpare the pant- 
ing fuppliant, nor feek to triumph farther over a 
proftrate foe." — 

— *' How can you wrong me (b ? Fantaftic 
honour! No! I defpife the thought. Leave me 
the facred fubftance, virtue, and I will chear- 
fully give up the fading fhadow, though cenfure 
ppur forth all her invenomed rage againft me«" — 

— " Exalted generofity ! Then I am fafe. 
Had you prefled rarther I had been undone. My 
rebel here wis ready to revolt." — 

In this rapturous flighty ftrain, ihe continued 
htv imaginary converfation foi* juft an hour, 
paufing at every period, as rf for a reply, uiing 
all the geftures, and ftiewing the attention of 
one engaged in deep difcourfe : thentaking leave^ 
with the moft paffionate expref&ons of regard^ 
ihe returned to her company, with whoni fhe 
ijpent the reft of the evening in the higheft fpi- 

rits^ 
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rits i and that fhe might preferve the loved idea 
full upon her mind, as foon as her maid )eft the 
room, fat up in her bed in all the flannels of the 
night, and putting on her fpe(3acles, once more 
read over his dear letter before fhe could think 
of going to reft, and then put it carefully under 
her pillow to tempt delightful dreams» 

There was fomething fo unaccountable in the 
conduft of this Jady, that, ftrongly as curiofity 
attached my attention to fuch an extraordinary 
fcene, I could fcarce contain myfelf to the con* 
eluiion of k ; but was feveral times going' to afk 
my guide what it could poflibly mean^ 

He read my aftonifhment in my looks ; and 
as foon as the drawing of her curtain ciofed the 
farce, ^^ I {ee, faid he, that you are at a lofa 
y^hsit to make of this woman's fantaftic beha- 
viour. It is a fpecies of folly fo little known 
in common life, that ft has not yet been diftin-^ 
guiflied by any particular title ; and will, there* 
fore, be1>eft underftood by a (hort; account of 
her life. 

'• She was bom, as you fee, with every ad- 
vantage of beauty, rank, and fortune, which alt 
received a higher luftre ftill from the uncommoa 
endowments of her mind* So fair a morn pre- 
&ged a. cjoudlefs dav ;. and hope looked forward 
with afTurance for a life of happinefs and honour. 
But fhe foon fell from this envied height ; and 
Jier misfortune was wrought by fuch unlikely 
means, that it feemed to- have been deiigned ca 
purpofe as a punifbment and check on human* 
confidence and vanity. "^ 

'* A gentleman, of whom it was hard to 
fay, whether nature was more liberal to his 
mindy, or cruel to his perfon, unfortunately 

hap- 
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happened to fix his eyes upon her ; and either 
frotn inclination, or to Qiew the power of hi^ 
wit, by inipiringber with love, in defpite of hi^ 
deformity,' dire^ly marked her out for his ad- 
irefks. 

** Flattery is the incenfe always offered to fe- 
male beauty, and love the only language which 
It hears : but neither did he think the proper 
weapons for beginning his attack. He was ien- 
ftble that the former wouW ohly refleA reproach 
on his own unpleafing appearance, and obviate 
the fuccefs of the latter, if ofiered' before art had 
palliated the defeds ofnature. 

•* He refolved therefore to proceed upon ano- 
the;r plan 5 arirf accordingly, wherever he met 
her, intfe^d of entertaining lier with h^c^nfeyed^ 
fulfomp compliments, and unmi^aning addrdffes, 
he afieSed to difcover new beautres iti her mind, 
which raifed his attenti6n above eVery tjiing 
elfe ; and difplayed the charms of his.oWn under- 
ftanding fo delicately in the praife of hers, that 
ihe infenfit|ly becaqie enamoured of hrs Conytr- 
^tion, to fuch a decree as t6 be in(li|Ferent to 
all other. 

** One favourable circumftance is often fuiB^ 
cient to rerhove the rtioft difadvantageous opi- 
nion* The difgufl which his deformity raifed 
foon fubfided, and hzr attention was fo fixed 
upon the perfeaipns of his mind, that fhe quite 
overlooked the defefts of his form : this Was a 
great advance j but difficuliicjs ftili as gr6at re-* 
mained, and which required the mpft confum- 
n\atp art to conquer. Virtue was the rule by 
which Ihe guided all her fteps; and F^e the 
darling paffion of her fouL 

w But 
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<' But he wAsnot at a IdTs. how to proceed.^ 
As he had before avoided flattering her beauty^ 
for fear of draw^ngpcontempt upon bimfelf, fo he 
now refrained from m'ehtlonJrig the very name 
of love, left her vif tu^e fliovild take tire alapi^^ 
and defeat his defign. His cotiveriaton v^as en-* 
tireiy fqntitpental : end he never even glanced at 
fenfual pleafure, but to fhew his dtfapprobfttion 
of it. . ^. 

** Soch a conduft 'foon won the eonfiience 
of her uhexperienccd, unfiifpeiftrng faelarC ; apd 
ther^ was fonAethi'ng fo flattering \tt the thotighi 
6f being the feledted friend of fuch a perfon, 
that Ihe coukf not refift it, but gl'adly £net his^ 
advances half Waj, and returned nis profcffibn^ 
with the moft fohd and boundlefs efleem* 

" The tranfition ftom friendfti^. to love it 
imperceptibte^ ajiid fefdom feSs between the dif- 
ferent .fexes : ttu*i1jere the vety ncieahs which ftad 
procuVed the former, at the fame time fkemed to 
preclude all hopes of the latter for ever. ^ 

" But if this difappointed his defires, it faci- 
litated the gratification of his vartity ; to which 
his hear^ was no lef$ a flave. Secure in the pu- 
rity of her own heart, fhe was eafily led into 
breathes of thofe uneffential form? which cuf- 
tom has arbitrarily eftablifhed a^ the infeparable 
Shadows of virtue, and too many fufaffitute in the 
place of the fubftance. 

** Envy inftantiy founded the alarm, bliz:on- 
jng the imaginary fstll in the blackeft colours; 
before the innocent viftim of her rage Was fen; 
fible that flie m^de the leaft flip." 
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CHAP. VIL 

The ii^aryo/CxLiA and Strephok^ continued' 
''"An extraordinary method ofhokUng converfa* 
tion at a difiance* People often fay for peeping. 
Love is a riddle'. 

•* nr^ H E cfFe£b of innocence and guilt often 
JL bear fo near a refemblance as to be mif- 
taken for each other. Provoked at fuch injuflice, 
file thought it beneath her to pay any farther 
regard to the caprices of public opinion ; and, 
confcious of her own innocence^ piqued herfelf 
on perfiftine in what had been fo bafely mifre- 
prefented : but this imprudent pride was imput- 
ed to another cauiie i and {be was laid to be har- 
dened by guilt into a defiance of fliame. 

** Her friend^ who had defignedly led her by 
the hand Into this labyrinth, thought he now 
had a proper opportunity to unmauc his whole 
defign. Accordingly he began to change the 
tenour of his difcourfe, and try to pervert her 
principles, or tempt her paffions to rebel againft 
them. He drew pleafure in the moft allur- 
ing colours, and foftened the horrors of vice 
by every fpecious artifice : arguing againft the 
eifcellence of virtue from the general oppofi- 
tion of nature to its dictates ^ and, by a dar- 
ing perverfion of divine truth, attempting to 
prove the ycry necei&ties of guilt as the proper 
means to merit the rewards of innocence.** But 

** Though his tongue 

'* Drop^dmafinaj and could make the worfe appear 

•^ The better reafon 5 for bis tbougbts were low^* 

file 
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flie faw that •' all was falfe and hollow,^* and 
refuting his arguments with an indignant afpe- 
rity, convinced him that all attempts of the 
kind muft ever prove in vain : nor was this dif- 
appointment fo fevere as may be imagined. Va- 
nity had at leaft an equal {bare with defire in hfs 
original defign agamft her ; and age and infirmi- 
ties had ROW fo far cooled the latter, that he was 
eafily contented with the gratification of the 
former. 

** For this reafon he readily agreed to a propo- 
fal of hers to hold an intercourfe of foul^ into 
which fenfe ihould never be admitted ^ ^nd as it 
might not be in their power to meet fo often as 
they muft defire each other^s converfatioi^ they 
fettled rules for a correfpondence by letter,, which, 
nothing (hould ever interrupt. 

** From this time, to enable her to fupport the 
heavy weight of public cenfure and negfeft, of 
which fhe now began to be fenfible, flie waa 
obliged to have recourfe to books ; and the turn 
of her thoughts naturally fuggefted the choice 
you faw. 

** Nothing is more dangerous than flying for 
relief frpm any difirefs to folly. The natural 
propenfity of the mind to it is (b ftrong, that 
the fainteft (hadow of encouragement from rea-^ 
fon links them infeparably for ever* The plea- 
fure fhe took in thefe books grew upon her ia- 
fenfibly, till fhe loft all tafte for every other en^ 
joyment j and the ftudy of them wrought fucb 
a change in her mind, that fhe foon relaxed the 
rules of her correfpondence, and defcended to. 
write like other mortals* 

/ « How 
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*' How far this humour might have been Jm- ^ 

proved, it is not fair to conjefture : perhaps, T 

what was her friend's confolation before ^a^ her 
prote<5ion now. However, he keeps up his cor- 
refpondence with ^all the ardour of defire j but 
as this change in the ftile might feem to lead toi ** 

more material one in their conduft, fhoUld they 
meet frequently as before, he luckily thought of 
the fantaftic expedient which you faw h^r put in 
practice of retiring each of them alone at' ah ap- 
pointed time, to converfe in the power of ima- 
gination as if together ; and to give a confiftericy 
to their thoughts, the fame letter which makes 
tbe aflignation appoints the fcehe of it ahd thfe 
flibjed of the conver(ation. 

" There is nothing fo extravagant or abfurd 
.but .habit wiU reconcile j efpecially when it flat- 
ters any favourite paffioa. Ridiculous- as this 
th6i^ht of hpldinij an ima^nary conveifation 
ihuft appear, fhe was fo plealed with if, that it 
loon became her greateft entertainment ; nor to 
this day will (he fuffer the moft ferious concerns 
of life to interfere with the enjoyment of it. 

" Of this (he has given inftances, which hax*^ 
been attended with circumffances of fo fevere 
.ridicule as muft have cured any mind of futh a 
folly, that was not und^r an abfolute infatua- 
tion. I will relate one for the whimfical fingu- 
Jarityofit. 

** Soon after this method of converfing was' 
fettled between her and her friend, while her 
charms virere ftill in all their glory, a nobleman 
of the firft rank was fo fmitten with them, that 
he relblved to propofe ah union vvith" her for life, 
concluding that the cenfures which had been 

levelktl 



dJQEiiietbuiginare: nebent faavkig ^miicilie toiigup 
^dffeandal other eroplQ]niiefit,.were:€nly the cfr 
ieft'Of emry at her. fiipofior exodleiice. 

M Tbejnfft. hifit of Jus defign rwats received 
^idi pleafore by ail .*her friends ; . and he ' was 
even beguining to inalDe fame ^advances in her 
jcflsem, >iii»hca.an unludcyaookientat once over*- 
caft fi> (air a profped. 

^^ lAsjlae .was walktx^ iakiiie.wilih lier one 
•tnoircMtig fHitbegarddn, aodlftrmjig togivebis 
conttedatidn iuch a tarn . as fhankt introduce a 
^dedaiatiim of >his>paffiQn*, as .if 4»)r. accident and 
without the painful formality oC a dire£b address, 
a icinitaat ddivered her *a ."ietter, which .in the 
oMence '«f impatience, t Ace kdia«tly openndv 
-wifebootev^ refie£blng;wbaiWa&f>rdfb^t. 
. U irhe pleifiice iflie difroiwrj^d ilniher looks 
•whtie'lhe wais. rJeadiog /it rai£bd)liis cnrriofity rttx 
'knoW'«tbo her happy correspondent coukl bci„ 
'fer lie/lawvthe iKreftico was in. a man's«hafad$ 
-and.ian^ aoeideBt<ib(»i./pEdirf7ted/him an opportu- 
tfnty «f ^attiyJQg.it: > forfflie han &a#oe r^nvtbe 
4etteir ovds, «^fin rcio^efting vtlke .unpropriety 
of what (he had doixe, -ftetliiflily. attempt^ 4^ 
put:ft<apy and making ridlni an apology for inch 
■€i breach ; orceremony, xdfanied her Botmer c6nf 
'verfation ; but with fiich anrncofififtency and 
ab&nce of mind as >evrdent)yi£hewed flie was 
thinking of ibmething elfe. 

>^ But^ imftead of putting the .letter in' her 
pocket,, fhe had in iher coiiftifion dropped it.x>a 
the aground, wdiich he dire£Hy perceived, ansT 
the nature of hrs^ intentions making him think 
he had a right' to take every method of gaining 
information <in. any thing dial xni^t afied^ hia 

hap^ 
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happinefs in fo delicate a' point, he rtfolved, if 
poffible, to avail himfelf of the accident, and get 
a fight of it. Accordingly he led her away to 
foihe company who were in another part of the 
garden ; and as foon as he faw her engaged in 
converfation, feigning an excufe of having drop- 
ped his handkerchief^ went back in fearch of the 
letter, which he readily found ^ and opening it 
without heiitation, faw to his utter aftonifliment 
and confufion, that it contained the moft raptu-* 
rous exultations of fuccefsful love ; for the fur*- 
ther gratification of which, it appointed a meet- 
ing in the fbady walk at the bottom of the gar- 
xlen that very evening. 

It is eafy to conceive his fituation at this dif* 
covery. The firft impulfe of his rage was to find 
out the bold invader of his happineis, and facri- 
fice him to his juA relentment, as he concluded, 
that he could ndt be ignorant of his intended al- 
liance with that deceitful wanton : but the diffi- 
.culty was to difcover who he was, for the letter 
wastigned only with the fiditious name of Stre^ 
phon ; and he could not expe& that fhe would 
inform him, Ihould he charge her with herbafe- 
nefs, and demand his name. 

^^ But he was not long at a lofsr He readily 
judged that (he would be pun&ual to an affigna- 
tion, which evidently gave her fuch pleafure. He 
therefore refolved to take no notice of what he 
had difcovered j but to try if he could not by 
feme means or other gain admittance into the 
garden, and conceal himfelf near the fcene of 
appointment, fo as to be able to deted them in 
fuch a manner as (hould deprive them of every 
colour of defence or extenuation, and juflify 
the feverity of his meditated revenge ; and for 

fear 
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fear the lofs of the letter fliould alarm her, he 
laid it exa£lly in the-place he found it ; and turnr 
ipg fhort into another walk, had not gone many 
fteps, when he faw her running with the utmoft 
anxiety in her look • in queft of it, as he alfo 

'.perceived' by the joy that fparkled in her eyes 
when ihe returned to the company, that fbe had 
found it* ' * 

** The next part of his plot fucceeded with- 
out difficulty : he readily got admittance in dif- 
guif<^ at the back-door of the garden, as if to gra- 

. tify common curiofity ; and had not been many 

. mmutes in his concealment, when he faw her 

• haften to the place of affignation with all the 

reagernefs and impatience of love, 

'^ His difappointment then was the fame as 
yours. He beard her hold her imaginary con- 

. verfatton in the fame manner ; and as it was im- 

.pofliblefor him to comprehend what it meant, 
that verycircumfiance only doubled his anxiety 

, to develope fuch a dark and unaccountable fcene. 
*' But though he had not deteSed Ifer in the 

.flagrant manner he defigned, hisfcheme was not 
entirely difappointed, as (he had made the dif- 
covery he wanted, by her frequent repetition of 
her lover's name in the courfe of her converfa- 

.tion. As foon therefore as fhe retired, he refblved 
to go dire£Uy to him, and require an explana* 
tion of the whole affair : but what was his fur- 
prife to find that he had been confined to his 
room for. many months by the gout, nor had a 
profpefl: of quitting it foon! He therefore 
thought that he fhould only make bimfelf ridi- 
culous by mentioning the motive of his vifit, and 
fo pafTed it off under the appearance of common 
ceremony, 

C H A P. 
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CHA'P. viir. 

CeMtnued^'—Perpkxity xvorfeperpkxe)!. Aflj^t 

^^p^e}wti^ (f edtuoH'miiptns' a n&ivfi vf^tmfk" 

Jkn^ jfcuriouf account of a JuGGtUKi HifoHs 

ihi Devil at his pwnw^apms'/ttit isjurprifed 

htmfflfin the midft of his triumph. 

cc Aw-^ HIS naturally encreafed his perplexity. 

M. He now oonfidered the affair as a maP- 

-tcr-picceof intrigue ; the ftiyftery of Which He 

was determined, if jjcffible- to xMfebyer. With 

ithis tf^fign he dJrcJHy dfl^ttcHad a trnfty Ter- 

"vant to try if ^hfecowd-firidotit among Ae'fef- 

-tantj^f the bffier, '^liWeffler ^Htefe '#ks Aityhl- 

•iercoiirfc betWeit]?thehi and tfeaf lady; 'Who inl- 

^inediitely returned with an account, ^that fcarcc 

•a iday pafed in which they* fent not letters to each 

-other in- the moft public manner; and pfarticu- 

'la'Hy, vrhich was tfie principal point oFhiseri- 

^iry,' that her footmarihad received bnefor h^r 

'that very ftiornJng. 

<« The aftonMhment into whith thia aetdurft 
threw him may be eafily conceived. The avow- 
ed libertinffm of this gentleman's charatft^r give 
hrni too juft reafon to form the worft opinion df 
any tntercourfe with him ; at the fame timetbit 
^the manner in which it Was carried on ftemed 
to contradift its being of an improper nature : 
'but, as this might alfb be only a firrcffe, he re- 
folved to try if he could not make ufe of it t6 
confirm that very fufpicion which it was devifcd; 
to elude. 

*< Ac- 



THE REjV E RI Ev X13 

^< Accordingly he employed the (ame fervant 
to corrupt the gendetnaa's pprter, by aconfid^r- . 
able-bribe, to Jet him have a Ti^t of the next 
letter he' received to fend to her, which he (b* 
lemiily promifed to return fo foon, xhat it ihould 
not be miffed • 

" The porter had had too much connexion 
with the gr^at to be proof to fuch a temptatipn. 
He g^ve the^ leter^ ancLtbe nobleman ha^ the. 
farther aftonifhrnent to find, tliat it contained 
not only another affignation, but even fyok^ in 
raptures of the pleafures of the lad. 

*« Thi§ involved hrm in tenfold darknefs. He 
fcarce knevv how to believe his fenfes i ai;d be* 
gyn to confider whether the^ wh9le might ^ot 
p90iU;y be adfean^. As-ifooyiji as he recovered a . 
little from his aftonifhment, iieretxnrnedithelet- 
tor; and prepare^ in the fame. m,anner as. before 
to be a witnefs of thismoftfurprifingfcene, when ' 
upon feeing her former incomprehenfibJe extra- 
vag^n^es, he directly :Coi^cUuled,{hek was under, 
the d^lufion of fome fa&ination, and that the 
gen^eil^ai) ufed more than natural . nxeans. to 
bripgher into this ftate, to fcrve fome bafe pur- 
pofes of his own. 

<< Full of thisnotion, which an unhappy pse« 
ji^^Q of edM^tion, his ioiagihation having been 
filled in his infancy with fuch terrors. , of witch* 
ccaft ^nd > incai(itatio(n> as it wa^ impoi&lple for 
reafoaev^ ^d>(biute)y to get the better o(, made . 
hm,«:;«e rf^diiy give into^, . l^eilipped . awj^y uor , 
perQ^iV/ec} by her^ and run^i^g; to the.houfe^ . 
aWo^i^d the^ whol^ faoiily . with a dreadful a^oqi^At 
of'tner^bei^gs a(; that yery^nftai^^-uj^dfi' the ^ 
iXMk>& ^^ eyil. (pirit, '■ \ 

«( It" 
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** It IS impofSble to defcribe the cohfterria- 
tion into which this ftoiy threw them aH ; efpe- 
cially the lady's mother, who, in the weaknefa 
of extreme age, had refigned herfelf to the illu- 
fions of a fet of pretended r^jformers, whofe me^ 
thod was to fill the minds of their infatuated fol- 
lowers with imaginary terrors, that they might 
the more eafily mould them to their own iniqui- 
tous purpofes. They ftared at each other 
for fome time, in all the ghaftlinefs of affright, 
unable to fpeak a word : but he knowing that 
the time of hei* pojfejjion would foon be at an 
end, and having obferved before that no traces 
of it remained after the expiration of the ap- 
pointed hour, defired that they would come out 
^ with him diredUy, and be witnefles of the truth 
of what he told them. 

*' On this, fome of the boldeft ventured with 
hfm, while the reft went pioufly to pi^ayers, and ' 
coming upon her unperceived, over-heard her in ' 
high difcourie, which they readily believed his 
lordihip's opinion to be with an evil fpirit, whofe 
voice fome of them even confidently afierted they 
heard talking to her, though he did not appear 
to their fight. 

"As foon, therefore, as her taking leave *6f 
her imaginary companion made them think the 
fpirit was withdrawn, and that they might ap- 
proach her without danger, they all rufhed upon 
her, and holding her faft, while her furprize de- 
prived her of power to a(k the reafon of fuch 
treatment, hurried her direAly into the houfe. j 

"Ithad happened,that while they wereout upon 
this important expedition, her mother's ghofUy 
guide had called in as ufual, to enquire into the • 

ftate 
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ftate of her confcieuce, and to exchange fpirir 
tual for bodily comforts* I'he fight of him, 
filled them all with joy. ^* O do£lor, faid the 
good old ladyi^ you are come in a lucky mo- 
ment/* — And then wringing her hands, " my 
poor unhappy daughter! O doctor, the enemy 
has furprifed her j the foul fiend has taken poi'< 
feffion of her body J O my daughter, n^y daugh- 
ter !"— ^ . ' • ^ . . ;^ 

" As it was.impofflble to conceive what fhe 
meant) the doctor turned to another of the com- 
pany, whofe grief and affright had not fo far 
overpowered- her reafon ; who in a few words 
informed him of the whole affair. Though 
upon all occafiqnjB^ he alTumed an appearance 
of the higheft refolution which his pretended. . 
fan£bity of life could infpire, his foul was fe- . 
cretly a flave to every terror which confcious 
guilt could raife to ftartle the moil bigotted fu* 
perflition. Such a flory, therefore, was far from 
being agreeable to him: however, as it bore 
not the leaft appearance of probability, and 
efpecially as it was impof&ble for him to retreat 
now, without forfeiting his credit for ever, he 
refolved to hide his fears, and a£k his part in de- 
fiance to his confcience, as he had often done in 
other cafes, be the confequence what it would. 

** While he was forming this refolution, he 
ftood with his hands and half-clofed eyes raifed 
to heaven, as if wrapt in mental adoration and 
prayer, to invoke the; divine affiance : an atti- ; 
tude which he had prfl<Slifed fo often, whenever 
he wanted time to confider how he fhoukl ex- . 
tricate' himfelf out of any difficulty, or carry 
on any glaring impofltioh, that he novv fell 

into 
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into it m^^cftliy» Tbcoi turning rtir 
tlfcmbHfig' ttiUttoti; ** Fear not^ madxin^' fakb 
b^ m a 'flow fokilin voice, gnd'with an • air of' 
impdrtartce^ '* thepraycra of the faithful are 
aUe to prtivatl over all the powers of Satan. 
Thy daifghteriftall be reftored': my fpirh hatb" 
receive aifu trance, and longs fx) undertake tke< 
cont^At' '.Now fiiall thou behold the prince of 
darknefs put to flight, and all his ftrengtb de*^ 
feited by thd Wc^rd of feeble ni;ani : but faith does 
all."—** Juft' as hefaid this, he heanl thcmn 
forcing the fuppbfed demoniack into the room, 
and fumtnoning up all his courage and effrontery^ 
prepared to exercife her according to a ritual of ' 
his own invention : the terror, that in fpite 
of all his efFdrts toconceal: it, glared inhis-eyesr 
affifling his impofitronf, and paffing upon all pre* 
fent for th^ emanation of enthufiaftic rapture. 

** All defbription falls fhort of fucb a fcene* 
The altenifhedpatient wa^ obliged to .undergo 
the whdie -ceremony,* without being permitted" 
to a(k the meaning of it, evety time £e attem[ft^ 
edto fpeak her voice being drowned by a gene- 
ral exclamation of afFright and fokmn adjura- • 
tion to filence, which her amazement made* her * 
the more «tfily comply with . 

« As fhe fat therefore in fllent wonder, with- 
out any appearance of diflradion, during the 
lafl afl: of the farce, tYie^ *yuggkry as fbon ac it 
was fimfhed, adAreffitlg himfelf to her.- motbar^ * 
*^ I told you, madanh (i^id he withiaA asr^of" 

ft 
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• See Pic^rt^icoPBrnooiei and fcUgious cuftoms. Vol. III. " 
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<^4umph), that my method was infallible : it was 
partly invented by that fage and pious prince 
yames !• to whom the policy of Satan's kingdom 
was as well known as that of his own ; the reft 
is an addition of mine, in which the fuccefs 
teilifib^ that my ipiritWas not denied divine af- 
iifta^ce: fceptieks and infidels m^y fcofF and 
doubt; but to pious feith is given demonftra- 



*ion."— — 



Then turning to liis patient, *^ And you, ' 
my daughter, mould repent of all your evil 
ways, artd turn your heart to righteoufnefs, left 
the evil one J(hould not only come again and 
take pofleiEon of his former habitation, but 
alfo bring others more wicked than himfelf with 
him; fo that your laft eftate would be worfe 
than the firft. Open yotil* heart therefore to the 
entrance of faith, and -obey the call of grace." 

This edifying addrefs had an efFeft very con* 
trary to what was intended. The aiHhoritative 
air with which he delivered it, and the infinua* 
tions of fome fecret guilt in his exhortation to 
repentance,. p^voked her. fpirit^ nafturally high, 
to fuch a degree, that her anger getting the bet- 
ter of her aftonifliment, ** Idellre to know, fir, 
{faidihe, with a look of indignation and con-» 
.tempt) by what right you prefume to fpeak to me 
in lius infolent ivanner ? Overpowered by vio- 
lence, and out of refpeft to a perfon whom I 
am forry to fee join in fuch an unnatural com- 
bination, I have fubmitted toliften to the incom- 
prehenfible nonfenfe, by which the facred name 
of tiie Deity has been profaned in the ridiculous 
firce, which you have been juft afting : but I am 
not under the fetnc obligation to bear with you." 

^ Vol. I* L The 
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<< The refentrxient that ilailiecl from ber eye^ 
\vhenfhe began tofpea]^,.^ad raifed the ^pprie^ 
henfions of the company, that Ihe had not been 
fufliciendv exorcifed, which were too ftroi^y 
.confirmecl by what ihe faid : refpefl:^ however, 
jfnot perhaps fear, prevented their interrupting 
her, till a tame jackrdaw that b^^ gpt ^P to 
the top of the houfe happening tp chatter its he 
fell down the chimney, juft as fhe faid thefe lafi; 
\vords, they all thought the Juggler^s prophetic 
fears fulfilled; and that a legion of devils was 
coming to take pofleflion of Her, and falling up- 
on their knees at the fame inftant, the Juggler 
began to run his lore' over again in the moft vio- 
lent agitation; bis fuperftitious imagination fak- 
ing the general alarm, while the r^ft hung down 
their heads, nor dared to raife their eyes for fear 
of feeing fome horrible fight.' 



C H A P, IX. 

^eHiftory,9fCxhik and STRnvnovi "concluded^ 
The Juggler juggled ; and the myftery cleared 
up at lajl. Habit too fowtrful f^r cmo't^hn* 
Uhe advantage. af making thefirft ftory goodl 

• 

THIS doubled her diftrefs, and almoft com- 
municated the infe<^^n - to her. The 
^terror glaring in all their ghaftly looks con- 
vinced her that there was fomething in their 
conduiS): more than ihe could comprehend, and 
that they did not a£l thus merely to infult and 
ridicule ner as ihe had imagined. Unable there- 

. fore 
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fore to refift her impatience to be informed in 
the meaning of it, fhe ftepped up to her noble 
lover, for no one dared to hold her any longer, 
and addreffing him with an earneftnefs- that 
(hewed the anxiety and aftonifhment of her foul, 
and added not a little to tbe affright of his, 
•* To you, my lord, (faid fhe) I apply for re-» 
lief from an amazement and perplexity which 
torture me almofl to madncfs. What means 
the violence which has been offered to me? 
What means this incomprehenfible behaviour of 
all prefent ? Ypu have given me reafcn to ima- 
gine I held fome place in your efteemj by 
that I adjure you not to let me burft in igno- 



rance/' 



'* Tliough his lordfliip's fright was little in- 
ferior to that of the bldefl: woman prefent, and 
fcarce left him power to comply with her re* 
quefl:, there was fomething fo afte^liing in this 
application, that he could not refift it. " Ma- 
dam (faid he, looking earneftly at her as he 
arofe from his knees) I hardly know how to 
obey your commands, for fear of giving you of- 
fence/* 

** Fear not, my lord, (anfwered fhe, impa- 
tiently) I afk for information, and defire to be 
told the truth/' 

** Then, madam, I am forry to tell you that 
you were feized in the garden on an opinion of 
your being at that inftant under the power of 
witchcraft, if not aftually poflefled by fome evil 
fpirit J and to deliver you from fo dreadful a 
(ituation was and is the motive of that beha- 
viour at which you feem to be fo much fur« 
prifed/' ^ 
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" Bewitched! Poffeffed ! Patience. Kind 
heaven, grant me patience ! What can have 
given occafioa to an opinion So bafely infamous 
andabfurd?" 

<< Before he had time to reply, the unlucky 
jackdaw hopped from the chimney, and, with- 
out giving him' any warning, perched upon the 
yuggter^s head, who happened to kneel very near 
with his back toward it, and at the fame inftant 
repeating the tremendous chatter, caught him 
by the nofe, which was thrown up in his ufual. 
attitude, as he muttered over his incoherent eja- 
culations. 

^< Such an attack was too dreadful to be borne. 
The affrighted wretch threw himfelf forward on 
the ground, and in the guilty terrors of his 
imagination, thinking all the devils of hell bad 
laid hold on him to revenge the infolence of bis 
pretending to an authority over them, roared 
out with all his might, ^' O fpare me ! Spare 
your poor fervant, and I will never give you 
the leaft difturbance more ! Never prefume to 
offend you by mimicking a power which I too 
well know I am not poftefTcd of! Do what yoq 
pleafe with all the world befide, but fpare your 
faithful indefatigable flave ! Spare me at leaft for 
this time, and take me wholly when 1 die/' 

^' His lordihip, who by nis having rifen to 
anfwer the adjuration of his miftrefs, had an op- ' 
portunity of feeing the caufe of the poor Juggler^s 
fright, the ridiculou^e fs of which opened his 
, eyes lo the abfurdity of the whole fcene, burft 
but into an immoderate fit of laughter, in which 
flie joined him with all her power. 

As foon as he was able to fpeak, " Never 
fear, dodlor, (faid he) TU infureyou, for this 

time ; 
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time ; your mafter has given you the reprieve 
you dehre, and left this honeft jackdaw to wit- 
nefs the bargain." 

" It is impoflible to exprefs the eiFe£t which 
ll)is fpeech had upon all prefent. They inftantly 
raifed their heads, aqd turning their eyes to the 
proftrate Juggler^ faw the jackdaw bufied in 
tearing his wig, which had unluckily tangled 
about his claws. 

*' This fight inftantly put an end to ail their 
fears : they raifed a peal of laughter that fhook 
the room, which fufficiently informed the un- 
fortunate juggler of his difgrace, who, rifing 
from the ground in the utmoft confuiion, flunk 
away without daring to fhew his face, efpecially 
as he had made fuch a fatal difcovery of his ig- 
norance and impoftures, as it was impoflible for 
his moft inventive afiurance and hypocrify to 
extenuate. 

^^ But the company was too intent upon other 
matters to take any farther notice of him. As 
foon as the tumult of their mirth, in which all 
ftrove to hide the remembrance of their paft 
folly by their prefent loudnefs, had fubfided, 
they made all poflible apologies to the lady for 
their behaviour, and exprefled the higheft afto- 
iiifliment at their own weaknefs, in giving cre- 
dit to fuch a ridiculous ftory, at the fame time 
fixing thehr eyes upon his lordfbip as the author 
of ir. 

•^ This threw him into a very difagreeable 
fituation. He faw that it was neceffary for 
him to exculpate himfejf ; but how to begin, 
or in what manner to do it, he was utterly at a 
lofs. 

L 3 " The 
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The lady and he ftood> looking at each othcff 
,thus, for fome time, till at length hex impatience 
made her break filence. *' I hope, my lord, 
(faid fhe) that yow are ^fatisfied with the Aiccefs 
of your exorcifm ; and now that 1 am reftored 
to myfelf, flxould be glad to know your lord* 
fhip's reafon for entertaining an opinion not on- 
ly io injurious to me, but alfo fo ridiculous in 
itfelf." 

" Madaih, (anfwered he, in the higheft con- 
fufion) I fee the abfurdity of the fcene in the 
ftrongefl light; and ihould be fincerely glad 
that the removal of one dijBfculty convinced me^ 
that the opinion which gave rife to it was as ill 
grounded as I am fenfible the cionfequences of 
that opinion have been ridiculous/' 

^' For heaven's fake, what can that difficulty 
be, my lord? Speak! Speak without referv<i I 
That delicacy which at other times is necefTary^ 
rs improper in fuch CAfes as this, and muft give 
place to pJaihnefs and fincerity." 

" I mean, madam, thofe myfterious conver* 
fations which you hold in the fhady walk, jra« be/t 
how by what meansy with an abfent pcrfon." 

*' Means, my lord I — ^By vihat rmans / — I 
don't underftand you." — r— 

*' Such converfations, madam, can be held 
only by the afliftance of evil fpirits, or under the 
illufion of fafcination: this is what I mean» 
madam ! And I wifh I was not obliged to add, 
that your manner of a^ing, at the fame ti^e, 
was fo extravagant, that nothmg but being 
under ibme fuch unhappy influence can account 
for it." 

It is not eafy to conceive the confudon wltlt 
which thefe wOrds ftruck her. In the flighti- 

nefa 
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nefs.of a warm imadnation, flie had confidered- 
thia method of holding an ideal converfation, 
not only as innocent and fafe from reprehension, 
but alfo as fomething of a refined and elevated 
nature, never fufpe£ling its being fubjeft to fo 
ridiculous a conftruftion, nor iijdeed giving her- 
felftime to refleft, that flie muft certainly be 
t^ken notice of one time or other; and iome 
fuch wrong conftru£tion' put upon it, as it was 
impoffible that reafon ever could fuggeft the moft 
diftant conjedure of the right. 

^' J^ her eyes were now opened, and fhe 
&w her folly in its moft mortifying confe- 
quences. At firft ihe was undetermined how 
to a£l, whether to attempt paffing it off as no 
more than a mere whim of her own, without 
any meaning or defign, or candidly to confefs 
the whole ; for (be faw the indirpeniible necef- 
fity fhe was under to give fome account or other 
of it, > 

** The dilSculty was diftreffing ; the latter 
muft betray a myftery^ which, as too fublime 
for common minds to comprehend, would only 
txpofe her to farther ridicule ; and the former 
ihe thought would ihew a levity and childifti- 
nefs which muft brin^ her underftanding in 
iq,ueftion. 

" This reflexion determined her. When 
once a woman entertains an opinion of -her owit 
underftanding, there is nothing which fhe will 
not iacrifice to prefcrve it.^ *' I find myfelf 
reduced, my lord, (faid fhe, after fome paufe/ 
to the difagreeable neceffity of difcloflng what 
I will own I had rather conceal. The converfa^ 
tions i^hich have given occafion to all this folly 
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and difiurbance^ are fo much out of the coitw 
mon way^ that, to fet them ui a proper lights it 
will be neceflary to trace them to their original •'* 

** She then, in a ftw words, ingenuoufly told 
the whole, in the manner I have related j and,: 
to confirm the truth of her account, produced 
feveral of her friend's letters, raakii^ appoint** 
m^nts for, and fixing the fubjedls of their ima- 
ginary converfations. 

^^ His lordfhip, who, from the circumflancei 
he kne>v, though for obvious reafons he had 
thought proper to conceal Jiis knowledge of thetn^ 
was convinced that (he had told the truth, afked 
her pardon in the politefl manner for the part he 
had unwittingly adted in the affair, and was fei 
charmed with her ingenuity, and the delicacy and 
fublimify of her fentiments, that he left her, tea 
times mgre in love than ever.'* . 
. *' But when he came in a cooler moment to 
reAcct ofi the chara6ler of her friend^ and the 
iiiihappy confequences of utter lofs of reafon, 
\^hich luch a Bightinefs of imagination might 
tco probably end in, even though his other ap- 
prc'henftons could be ^removed, prudence pre- 
vailed upon him, to put a violence upon,his in- 
clinations, and break oiF, while it was yet in his 
power, fo dangerous a conne<3ion. 

" As to the lady, her mind was fo much taken 
up with her darling folly, that inftead of being 
cured of it by all this vexation and difgrace, flie 
immediately gave her friend an account of the 
whole, and appointed ^nueeting ihzt very even- 
ing in her clofet, to.enjoy a laugh together at fo 
whimficaJ an lafFair. . ■ 

" From 
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** From that time fhe has dreamed aWay her 
life in the manner you faw, an abfolute blahk ia 

the creation, ufelcfs to herfelf and all the world ; 
fo unaccountable a ftory railing fuch a preju^ 
dice againft her, that no one ever fought an aK 

-liance with her after. 

*> Nor were the confequences of it much 
lefs difagreeable to her friend. The yuggkr^ 

!who was fenfible that he had totally forfeited his 
influence in that family by the unfortunate ad • 
ventureof the jack-daw, was refolved to obviate 
the eiFeA of their telling the ftory, and be rer 
venged for the mirth they had indulged at his 
expence, by making fuch a representation of the 
whole asfhould throw the burthen ^itirely upon 
them. 

** Accordingly, the very next morning, he 
entertained his flock with a moft melancholy 
tale of a lady of dtAin<Slion's being bewitched 
by a certain gentleman, and holding frequent 
€onverfatk>ns with him, in his abfence, by the 
affifhince of an evil fpirit, under whofe domi- 
nion he had put her ; and how he himfelf had 
offered to* ddiVcr her by the power of his. 
prayers; but that her friends, out of aperver(& 
pride, had refufed his affiftancei ^nd afFe£led to^ 
make a jeft of the afiair ;. and then, with the 
higheft appearance o^ piety and compaflion for 
fo deplorable a cafe,, o^ered up a long and fer- 
vent prayer for her deliverance. 

" This reprefentation he knew would pre- 

. poflefs bis followers in his favoiir, and prevent: 
their giving credit to any thing that might be 
faid to his difadvantage, however, notorious and. 
true : and though he did not diredUy tell the 
perfons names, he, as if without defign, gave- 

L 5 iuchi 
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fuch a deicription of them, tbat no one couM be 
at a lofs to know whom he meant. 

*< This ftory, as he intended, was indiiftriouf- 
ly pK)pagated, with the advantage of fuch cir* 
cumftances a$ every rehter thought proper to . 
add ; in confequence of which not only the 
iady was a&amed to fliew hdf fiace, but there 
was alfo fuch a prejudice ratfed agparinft hit 
friend^ that for a tong time he was infuked and 
reviled by the mob in tlvs moft approbrious nian^- 
ner whenever he ftirred out, and mose than 
once was in danger of having his innocence put 
to the teft of a dipping \ the deformity of his 
perfon unhappily agreeing with the idea which ^ 
the vulgar entertained of witches, and confirm- 
ing their prejudice againft him ; while by this 
addrefs oi making good the fixSt ftory, the ftcret 
by which he had folong fupported himfelf againft 
the force of nufhberlefs detedions of the blackeft 
nature, the Juggler had the fatisfa&jon to fee his 
enemies overwhelmed with a ftroke which he 
had fo dextroufly (hifted from his own head/* 






CHAP. 






» '- •! 



THE REVERIE. 127 



)feifGliO£lf^^ 



C n A P« A* 

DiffigtiHl appearancef of the fdme ohje^ fien in 
different lights. A ^himjical reprefentation ef 

• m lafi effmt of gifttantryi Hoith oiher no leji 
curietts matters. 

^ ^TOU may perhaps have a curiofity (coii- 
X tinued the fpirit) to fee one who has 
siScd a part in every refpeft fo extraordinary as 
this gentleman. Behold* him yonder; and ac- 
fcrtOAi^lcd^ the power o^ a wit able to conquer. 

'tift antipathies of nature^ and make fuch a per- 
fon thfe oWeS of a tender paffion/* 

The ^ftonifliment with whFch the fight of 

'him ftfuck me is not to be conceived. Thoughf 

.1 was prepared to expeftan appearance remark- 
ably difegreeable, • my imagination had never 

'franted an idea o^ fuch abfolute deformity as 
irtio# niet my eyes. ' The defcriptlon -^ould be 

' too drfgufting. Turning from him haftily, ** Is 

'itpoffiMe, O mypfuide, '(faidl) that tnis can 
hartrt been the obje£l for wh6m that beauteous 
Creature facrificed her hap]pinefs ? I have feen 
too many inftances of tlie frailty and capriciouf- 
hefs of the female heart j fiut never did I think 

* they could rife fo high as this before." 
' ** View him agtiin, (faid he, touching my 
eyes with hi* wand)* arid "then let mchear your 
fentiments." 
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** O gracious fpirit ! (exclaimed I, in a tranf- 
port) what lovely creature can this be ? Such 
beauty never did my., eyes, behold, b^j:^ ihii 
moment. What grace f What elegance ! ■ 
And then the unbounded generous benevo- 
lence ! That fpiptted'^ ienfSilky and fire ! — 

Sure he muft be the raafter- piece of nature ! 
Some favourite work of heaven, to ihffw mantir 
kind an inftance of perfe£);ion.!- , 

*' Such is thje light 1 ^fwcre4 he .with a 
fmile, as he touched my eyes a^a|o with. , the 
wand, and reftored the gentleman to his former 
appearance) fuch. is the light in, which his wrk>- 
ings reprefent him 5 and io. does the brilliancy 
of his wit dazzle the delighted imagination, and 
make his very defedls appear perfedtions. 'I hav£ 
.;given you this view of him,, to coovijtice yoaof 
the error of judging toahaftijy from the ililt ap- 
pearance". Not that you are to give too implicit 
credit to this either* Ta form a proper, judg- 
ment of a man, his a£lions jmuil be confidered;.; 
and though the motive may in reality. often alter 
the intrinfic merit even of thefe, the error will 
be pardonable. - Obferve his prefent employ- 
ment, and it wUl give you a jufl idea of hJs 
chara£ler. Such parts of bis pad life aa may 
illuflrate this, ajid afibrd inflru£tive entertaia- 
ment, I will afterward&.draw a (hort iketchofc" 

On turning my eyes then to the gentleman* 
I faw him in the moil whimfical fituation pof- 
fible to be conceived. He was fitting up in his 
bed, wrapped, in flannels,, and fupported bytql- 
fters, with a writing-table befoce him,, fixed up- 
on a frame that flood acrofs. the bed, to prevcjit 
its bearing on his feeble kilees* 

Orv 
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On tbis lay ian heap of love-letters, odes, and 
fennets, the fubjefts of which were fo ill fuited 
•to his condition, that they almoft Teemed to be 
a fatire on ft, at the fame time that he perufeil 
them with' an appearance of pleafure, which 
made his very infirmities ridiculous, every at«- 
tempt at laughter being echoed by a groan, 
every feeble fmile followed by a frown of 
agony. 

As foon as he had read them through with 
attention, he redined his head upon his ihoul- 
der, and, {hutting his eyes, fell into a medita^ 
tion on the manner in v/bkh he fhould anfwer 
them. 

When he had mufed for fome moments in 
this pofture, ** Sylvia/ — (faid he, thinking 
aloud) Syivia ! — Aye, fhe begins. •— Raptures 
and fire for her ! — Damon muft prefs her home. 
Youth and luxuriant health require a bold ad* 
drefs, The thought will warm me, elevate 
my fancy ! — O my (boulder ! — My back too !'* 
Then calling to a fervant, <* Fetch me another 
blanket. The cold fhoots through me. There ! 
That will do ! — So much for Sylvia/ (conti- 
nuing his former ftJiloquy) Who comes next? 
^*—C^r/««^?.—- Wanton baggage I "^Amcret muft 
wooe in double entendre ! Lewdnefs fcarqe wrapt 
in gauze muft be his cue. — This cholic — Oh ! 
—Some cordial } Fill the glafs. O my bowels I 
•—So. Now I'm better. ■ Then for Pamela^. 
I'm tired of Mufidorus^ I muft drop her. That 
unimpaffioned (entimental ftrain gives me the 
hip. VA fooner write a fermon— Ci/?/ / -^ 
Lucinda /^'-Phillis / — Aye. They'll come of 
cowrfe ! 1 need- not ftudy much for them/* 

Havmg 
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Having ran over the lift of his cotrefpondenfs 
in this manner, be dire£Uy began to anfwer 
them, as faft as the frequent interruptions of 
his various pains and aches wouU pelmit. 

It is inconceiveable with what addrefs and 
ipirit he aflumed atl thefedifFerenteharaders, in 
fpite of the repugnancy of nature, in his en*- 
feebled tortured ftate to isvery fenfation of plesr 
Aire. Gay, grave, or loofely light, cold^ 
dkmorous, pious, or pf efanb, he was every thing 
to every one> according to the p9||rt he under^ 
took. 

.The £aitigue of fuch a ta(k was too great. As 
foon as it was finifhed, his fpirits failed* bimt 
and he funk back upon the bed, where he lay 
in more than infant imbecilttyy while his 
fervant removed the writing, table^ and locked 
.up his works. 

*^ What think you how (faid my guide) of 
the volubility of human genius ? — Of the power 
of imagination to create its own happinefs ?'^ 

^^ It is impoflible (anfwered I) not to admire 
fuch abilities,' thoi^h the ufe they are put to 
almoft takes off their merit : for, what can be 
conceived more ridiculous and difgufting than 
to fee old aee mimicking the levities of youth, 
and pretending paffions which it can no longer 
feel ; paffions too powerful of themfelves widl- 
out fuch irritation, and to which nature^ that 
makes their impulfe irrefiftible^ prefcribes myf* 
terious ptiyacy and reftraint." 

^' Yet fuch (replied the fpirit) has been the 
cotiftant bufinefs of hi» life, and to this fooliih 
vicious Vanity have abilities been proflituted, 
which proper application would hgve n^^d^ an 
honour to himfelf, and an advantage to his 

country. 
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country. Sometimes, his true, he has broke 
the chains of this infatuatioh, and given in- 
ftanccs of the moft exalted powers and virtue* 
of the human mind ; but the force of habit foon 
funk him down again^ to his former folly, and 
the glory of thefe (hort emersions, like lighten- 
ing flafliing through the darknefs of the night, 
feemed only to mew his indolence in a more 
flrikine light. 

<^ You have feen the number of fonneti and 
epiftks he has now wfote iil varied chara£iersr, 
and to various perfons, and juftly reprehended 
the iblly of an amufement (o inconfiftent with 
his prefent ftate, fo much beneath his better 
reafon* 

*' But how much higher ftill will your indigo- 
nation rife when you kAow^ that of all thofe in 
writing to whom he thus confumes the few re^ 
mainirig moments of his life, two only have any 
exiftence out of his own imagination. Galta 
whom you have juft now feen, and one more, 
whofe vices have been a difgrace to her fex ; 
though, to indulge his abfurd vanity, he ihews 
thefe labours of his folly as the genuine produce 
of a real correfpondence* 

«' The hiftory of the former you already 
know \ that of the other, though not {q mucn 
out of common life, is filled with incidents 
which would afford abundant matter of enter- 
tainment, were they not foreign to our prefent 
purpofe. One only in which this gentleman 
was concerned I will relate, as it iUuftrates his 
charadler in the firongeft light.^ 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XL 

Anecdotes of a celebrated female. J fencer foiled 
at his own weapons* Secret of a correfpondence 
notfo uncommon as unaccountavk ; with ajiril^ 
ing in/iance of vicious vanity.. A mw fcene. 

^* TP HIS celebrated ferfjale was one whom 
JJL hfer vices of every kind had reduced to 
the neceffity of flriving to fubfift by firatq^em, 
when debauchery had anticipated old age, and 
worn off the bloom of thofc beauties which had 
been the firft caufe of her fall, and the price of 
whofe proftitution had fince afforded her x 
wretched fupport* 

** In the promifcuous acquaintance of fuch a 
life, ihe happened to fall into the company of 
this gentleman^ and, readily forming an Idea of 
his chara<S^er, judged that he was a proper fub- 
jefi for her to try her talents on. 

" Accordingly flie wrote him a letter, pro- 
feffing a paffion, the extTaordinarinefs of which 
for fuch an objed ihe palliated by praifing the 
charms of his mind, and turning the imaginary 
.advantages of external beauty into the moft de- 
Jlicate and poignant ridicule ; and propofing a 
correfpondencc,. on condition of his giving her 
an inviolable affurance, that he never would 
take any methods to find her oiK, as it was ab- 
folutely impcflible for them to have any perfonal 
intercourfe whatfoever, gave him an addrefs, by 
which Aie took care it (hould not be in his power, 
to trace hen 

«•• Thi$ 
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'* This was attacking him at his own wea- 
pons. The vivacity and wit difplayed in her 
letter ; for nature had heen as liberal to her in 
the endowments of mind as in the heauties of 
form J and her way of life^ which had worn out 
the latter, ferved only to ^olifli and give a 
keennefs to the former, furprifcd and charmed 
him beyond cxpreffion. Befides, myftery doubles 
.the pleafure of intrigue, by giying fcope to the 
imagination incefTantly to frame new fchemes 
6f delight, and keeping the attention always 
fixed. He therefore readily accepted her oiFer, 
and begun a correfpondence, in the courfe of 
Ivhich Ine raifed his dedres fo high, (for he was 
not then quite funk into his prefent nate of de- 
crepitude) and played with them fo artfully, 
fometimes jTeeming to difcover an inclination, 
and then ftarting difficulties as from virtue, and 
giving equivocal hints of. dependence in her 
circumftances, that (he led him infenfibly to 
make her moft liberal offers, if flie would only 
indulge him with an interview on terms of the 
ftri£left honour 5 and, to remove every doubt of 
the fincerity of his intentions, figned his pro- 
pofal regularly with his own name ; the corre- 
fpondence between them having been till then 
carried on under the fictitious ones of Corydon 
and Phyllis. 

•* Though this was dlreftly what (he aimed 
at, (he ftill affedled difBculties, and exprefled 
doubts to preferve appearances, and draw him 
to explain and confirm his propofals beyond a 
poiiibility of retraftion or evsfion ; and then at 
length complied with his defire of an interview, 
with all the diffidence of virgin modefty, the 

€oy 
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coy^ rebi£iant^ amorous dtlay of uaexpcrienced 
young defire. 

^^ Raifed to the higheft pintiacle of expe£]ta* 
tion by this management, his aftoniihment may 
be eaiily conceived,, when he met an old ac- 
quaintance at the place of aflignation. His dif- 
appointment was fo great, that he ftared at he^ 
for fome moments before he could believe his 

^< But {he foon convinced him that he was no 
longer under a miftake. Throwing herfelf al 
his feet, ihe conjured him to pardon a deceptioti 
which neceffity and hopelefs love equally fug- 
gefted ; and, wretched as he muft know hef 
circumftances to be, oflFered to return him all 
his letters, and depend entirely on his genero^ 
fity, if he would only allow her to enjoy per- 
fimally that place in hia efteem which ne ha4 
honoured , her correfpon4ence lyith \ and ap-« 
pealed to all her letters, if (be had been guilty 
of any other deceit than that tacite one of not 
revealing herfelf dire£Uy } or had givjen him juft 
reafon to form any particular expectation from 
this meeting, in which he could iay he was dif- 
appointed* 

*< She was fufiici^ntly acquainted with him 
to be convinced of her fafetyi in making this 
ofFer. His ample fortune raifed him above re- 
gard to money \ and no human heart ever 
glowed with a more benevolent, readinefs ^to 
difpenfe it to the relief of the diftrefled. Be** 
fide, (hould he ihew any defign to take an un- 
generous advantage of this confidence, there 
was a material difference beDween adually giv- 
ing up his letters, and making fucb an oSlbr^ 
which ihe could eafily retract 

« It 
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** It was fome time before he recovered liim<» 
fclf fufficiently to give her an anfwer. At 
length, having weighed every circtimftance dif* 
pslffionately, he raifed htir from the ground^ 
and fmiling, with a beneficence that diffipated 
all her doubts, ^^ Make no apology, madam^ 
(faid he) for a device that has afforded me the 
higheft pleafure I have ever enjoyed. All man* 
kind wears a mafk; and happy are they to 
whom the pulling it off proves no greater dif^- 
iKlvantage* If I have fbewn any furpnze at 
feeing you, it was only at my own inattention^ 
that had not before difcovered the beauties of 
your mind in fo much converfation as we have 
had together.*' 

'^ He then afTured her of his friendfliip, and 
\n return for the generous offer (he had made 
him of reiloring his letters, gave her a confix- 
derable fum of money, to fettle her af&irs ; 
which (he preferred to an annuity, that might 
prove precarious." 

'^ Since that time fhe has been, . though pri«» 
vately, his principal correfpondent in different 
diara^ers, which £be aflames with as much 
eafe as himfelf, to give variety and afford mat* 
ter for agreeable furprize, the pleafure of which 
he never fails to reward liberally on the difco- 
very : thus ihe is the Cynthia^ Chhe^ Conftan^ 
ttay Phryniy Phillis^ &c. of his mufe ; and in-^ 
deed fends him all the letters he fliews with fach 
oilentation as from different perfons, except 
thofe he often does himfelf the honour of writing 
to himfelf^ Cairo's being in general too particu«- 
lar for publick infpe£tion. 

** In one inflance only has their correfpon- 
dince b^en made public, which was by her ad-. 

dreiling 
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drefling to him a fpecious apology for the par- 
ticular vice of her profeiSon, in which (be lef- 
fens the merit, if not denies the neceffity, of the 
oppofite virtue that has ever heen efteemed t\ie 
indifpeniible teft of female honour. His ac* 
cepting fuch an addrefs at a time of life when 
the fubjed of it was meer matter of fpeculatton 
to him, is ailrQ)ig> though not uncommon in- 
ftance of the force of vicious habit, which can 
thus influence old age to a ridiculous vanity of 
infinuating a tafte for the moft reprehenuble 
pleafures of youth, by countenancing them ill 
theory, after the pra£Uce is become impof- 
iible. 

.** fiut the greatefl danger of this infatuation 
is, when it fixes upon a particular obie<9:. Its 
force, which before was weakened by difperfion, 
is then collected into one point, ana the extra- 
vagance of its efFeifls encreafes in proportion at 
the abilities for its gratification failJ' 

*' Ohferve that perfon walking in deep rnc* 
dttation, by the fide of yonder flream. The 
fituation he is in at this very moment is one of 
the moft flriking inftances nature has ever, 
fliewn of the difficulty of ihaking off the afcen- 
dency which loofe, lafcivious blandifhments 
and female artifice will infeniibly gain over the 
heart, in fpite of the firongeft admonitions of 
reafon and virtue. 

~ '* While he is forming a refolution on his 
fteadinefs, in which depends the crifis of his 
fate, ril give you a few general fketches of his 
paft life, as far as is xiecefTary to explain his 
prefent perplexity," 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XH. 

Account of a remarkable perfon. Common confer * 
quences of a common connexion. The fcene 
changed. A good partner ofien helps out a bad 
game,. 



TTIS youth opened with every profpe^l 



of happinefs and glory, which an ex- 
alted rank and the moft promifing abilities of 
mind could prefent ; nor did his rifing years 
difappoint the moft fanguine hopes formed of 
him, till an unlawful paffion, after his ihado^v 
had begun to lengthen in the vale of life, poi- 
ibned his domefiic peace> and gave his mind a 
loofer turn. 

^^ Happening to go to one of the fcenes of 
public entertainment with which this place 
abounds, he was ftruck. with fomethins in the 
appearance of one of the female performers* 
Curiofity to know whether her converfation 
was equally agreeable with her looks prompted, 
him to intimate a defire of fitting half an hour- 
in her company, after her performance was 
ended. His rank raifed him above refufal ; (he 
received his invitation as an honour, and ex- 
erted her powers of pleafmg to fuch advantage, 
that, though he had not the lead intention of 
enteiing into any particular connection with 
her when he defired this interview, before they 
parted he propofed to her to quit her prefent 
precarious occupation, and live with him. 

The 
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** The beauties of fuch perfons, as well as 
their talents^ are too often venal. She com* 
plied with joy ; and fafhion, if not abfolutely 
juftifying fuch indulgencies, at leaft making 
them pafs uncenfured, he not only received her 
publicUy lA the x:hara£ter of bis miftrels, but 
alfo, to remove every obftacle to his pleafure, 
procured her pioAigate huiband an employment 
in one of the diftant colonies ; who readily made 
theinfamousy though advantageous, exchange of 
an abandoned wife, for an independent fubfif- 
tence. 

** When a woman of this caft once gets ad- 
mi&on into a man's heart, ihe leaves no artifice 
untried to gain the abfolute dominion of it. 
Her's were too fuccefsful. By her infinuating ad- 
dre6 ihe foon improved the influence of her 
charms to fuch a degree, as to be an over-match 
for reafon in all his refolves, and in fome meafure 
to become the fovereign arbitrefs of his fate. 

'^ Virtue^makes many ftruggles before it will 
entirely give up an heart of which it once has had 
pofleiHim } of this the perplexity in which you 
behold him atprefent is a fignal proof. Surfeited 
with the tumultuous gratification of loofe de- 
fire he Iangui0i6s for the pure tranquil happi- 
nefs of oannubial love. On thiis important oc- 
cafion prudence and inclination have gone hand 
in hand in direding his choice, of the fuccefs 
of which reafon fges no room to doubt. The 
only difficulty is, to break the chains of his pre- 
fent unhappy connexion, as the generous de- 
licacy of his heart will not permit him to put on 
an appearance of diflike, or exert an authdrity 
over one abfolutely in his power, and who has 
always been fubfervient to his pleafure : and (he 

is 
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Is too firmly attadied to her own iniereft to un- 
derftand the milder hints of rejedidn which h« 
has of late given her. The throws of fuch an 
heart in this trying confliA may be worthy of 



attention/' 



Juft as the fpirit fatd this, the peHbn of whom 

he fpoke (lopped fhort, and knitting his brow, as 
if in thea6lof forming f^me important refblution, 
^^ It (hall be fo ! (faid he, widi vehemence, and 
flapping his right hand upon his heart) It fliall 
be fo ; ril (hake oiF this difgraceful infatuation, 
and return once more to the deferted paths of 
virtue and glory/'— —At thefc words a bJufh of 
confcious indignation overfpread his face; and 
his eyes fparkled with the ardour of a refelution 
which inftantly enlivened all his fame. 

He was prevented from purfuing his medita- 
tions any farther by the approach of a perfon, the 
fight of whom feemed to double his emotion* 
This was he to whom the education of his youth 
had been moft worthily entrufted, and who had 
for fome time felt the moft poignant grief, at fee- 
ing the fruits of all his anxious care blafted by 
the baleful influence of this paffion, though re^ 
pcA for his fuperior ftation had hitherto kept him 
filent on fo delicate a fubjed. 

But he was no longer able to contain him- 
felf. A fenfe of duty over-ballanced all regard 
to forms, and he refolved to^ acquit himfelf 
of the facred office of a friend, by (hewing fo 
.deftru£tive an error in its proper light, be the 
confequence never fo difagreeable to him. With 
this refolution he had followed hiin hither, 
when the gentleman advancing to meet him, 
anticipated the painful«attempt. <^ My friend, 

(laid 
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(faid he, ernbracing him with ardour,) my friend 
is come in an happv moment to confirm the re- 
folution of my foul : I fee at length the fatal 
error into which I have unwarily fallen, and am 
determined to avoid iti fnares for the future. 
That wretched woman Ihall no' longer lead my 
heart aftray."— 

^^ Hear, gracious heaven 4 faid the good old 
man, dropping upon his knees and raifing his 
hands and eyes in extafy), and ratify that refi> 
lution." — Then catching his hand, and pref- 
fing it eagerly to his Jips, ** O my friend! — 
my fon! " — fobbed he, while the big tears rol- 
led down his reverend cheeks, and choaked his 
utterance. 

Such eloquence was not to be refitted. ** My 
friend ! — my father ! '* anfwered the gentleman, 
falling infenfibly on the good man's neck, and 
mingling tears of piety ancl joy in the honeft 
over-flowing of his heart. 

After fome moments fpent in this filent rap- 
ture, ** Infatuated wretch that I was (feid the 
gentleman, raifing the other tenderly in his arms) 
to flight the friendly admonitions which my con- 
fctous foul read in thy troubled looks : how 
could I give that worthy heart fuch pain ! '* 

** Name it not, my fon (anfwered he, in a 
voice of extafy) think not of any thing that I 
have fufFered, This blefied account of thy rcr 
turn to virtue has amply overpaid it all. May 
heaven enable you to keep this facred refolution, 
fo worthy of your truly-noble heart ; and I have 
nothing more to wifh for in this life." 

" Fear not ! (replied the gentleman) your 
friend fliall never a£l unworthy of himfelf again J 
ihall never more difgrace your virtuous care. 

This 
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This is not a fudden gsft of paffion. Reafon 
and virtue, which have infpired the thought,- 
will bear rrte through the execution. Never 
V/'Al I enter yonder monument of my foMy, 
(pointing to a lumptuous houl^ which he had 
built for his miftrers) till the forcerels'is remov- 
ed. The enchantment undqr which flie held 
me is at laft: diflblved, and I am my own maf- 
ter again : nor is this all ; I will go this mi- 
iiute, and offer my heart and hand to one who 
will do honour to my choice ; you fhull accom- 
pany me, plead for your friend, and be furety 
for the immovable firmnefs of my i-efolution, 
my truth aiid honour. A fervant can deliver a 
mandate of my dirmiflion to that unhappy crea- 
ture." 

' " Saying this, he Hepped into his chariot, 
which he had ordered to attend him there; 
and taking the venerable old man with him, 
drove to the lady's houfe, on whom he had in 
Tecret fixed to be the partner of his life, where 
he urged his fuit fo powerfully, and was fo wetl 
■affiited by his advocate, that as jeafon could fug- 
geft no objeiilion to the fair one, and hei hcaTe 
really felt none from inclination ; fee ihewetj 
her aficnt to his propofal as fa* as wae confiftent 
with the forms obferved on fuch delicate occ a- 
iions. 

" Fluflied with this fuccefs, as foon as ever 
he went to his own houfe, he fent a peremptory' 
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and regular condud for the remainder of her 
life fhodd merit fuch a favour. In a coaler 
moment, he would have found it difEcuIt to 
fend £o harfh a mefiage ; but his fpirits were 
now up, and he could think of nothing but the 
happinefs he had in view in his intended mar- 
riage. 

*^ This was a ftroke for which his miftrefs. 
was quite unprepared. Her aftoniihment there- 
fore at receiving fuch an order may- be eafily 
conceived. At firft fhe doubted the authenticity 
of it, and threatened the fervant with his maf- 
ter's fevercft wrath for fuch an infolent abufe of 
his name : but when his perfifting in it convinced 
her of the fallacy of fuch an hope, (he refolved^ 
to try all poffible means to avert the misfortune ; 
and as (he was free from every attachment of 
perfonal regard that might have made grief dif- 
turb her mind, her ready genius foon fuggefted 
the moft efFeAual one to her« 

" Accordingly^ the firft thing £he did was 
to gain the fervant to her intereft by a con-, 
fiderable bribe, and promifes of farther favour^ 
whqn thife ftorm {hould blow over ; the fud- 
den, and. groundlefs violence of which, fhewed, 
fhe faid^ that it could not lad ; and then giv- 
ing him inftruiSlions what to fay to his maf- 
ter, prepared to ail her own part in this im- 
portant fcene, according to the fuccefs he met 
with, 

*' The gentleman, as foon as the fervant re- 
turned, naturally enquired how flie had received 
his meflage ; '^ Sir, (faid the fellow, who had 
put on a melanqholy look, and now fighed as 
firom ike bottom of his heart) (he at firR could 
feArce believe wiut I faid -, but when I had re- 

moved 
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moved her doubt, flie lifted. up her eyes for fqgne 
moments without fpeaking a word, and then fell, 
ixito a .fit, from which ifthought fiie never would' 
recover: however, fhe came to lierfelf at laft; 
and when a (hower of tears had given her heart 
fome eafc, and fhe was able to fpeak, *« Tell 
your -mafter^ faid the dear lady^. as fhe fat upon 
the floor, that- it is my duty to obey his orders^ 
be they what they will ; though I little'thought 
ever to have received fuch -as ^efe, and in fo 
fcornful and cruel a manner. ' Sure he might 
have fp6ke to me himfelf, without expofing me 
to fervants ! But I have^pp right to complain : 
God bl.efs him and profper hini in all his way^ ;*' 
—and thqn fhe wept again, and wrung her hands 
in fuch agony it would have melted an heart of 
iione.r— Saying this, the fellow wiped . his eye^ 
V/hich. had been w^ll onioned for "the pufpofe, 
and hung down his head, as if he was .'overcome 
with^tiefl '! • ' 

'' It is impoffible to defcribe the gehtlcmah's 
fituation when he received this account. He was 
ifFefted by her diftrefs in the fevereft manner* 
The generous hum-uifty of his heart woiild have 
fhared in the fufferings pf , Ws , greateff enemy^* 
what, then miift he have felt at th'ofe of one 
whom he had fo lately been acciiffomed to think 
of with the tenderefl: regard! His delicacy 'alfo 
was hurted at having fent fuch a melTage in fucK 
a marinex, anc] he difdaiined the tlioughc o^/x- 
ertingj authority with rigour, where refiUaiice 
was i^ipoflible. In a word, though his reforu-^ 
tion was npt abfoIuVejy.^.overturn^d, he Tec-retly 
began to .wi(h, that he had hot been (b precipi- 
tate in putting it in eicecutiou, . , . 

Mi-' ' The 
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« The fervant faw the coniHa- iii his hteart? 
and, faithful to the triiflr* he had bafely under- 
taken, as foon as he was difmifTed from bis pre** 
fence, flew to acquaint het with it. 



'CHAP. xm. 

Looking haci often dangerous. Female artijke tri* 
umphant over rtafm and virtue. TTfe natural 
confequences of ibts. A remarkable injiance of 
the effect ofcompfying with thefajhion* 

^^ /TTI HIS account ccufirmed her wavering 
Jl hopes J (he refofved npt to lofe a ,mo- 
ment, but ftrive to improve the impreiHon 
which her afTociate had thus fortunately made 
in her»favour, before the unknown motive of 
her difgrace ihould have time to counteract it« 
Accordingly fhe wejit directly to hi^ houfe, and 
as he had not taken the precaution to forbid her 
admiffion, rulbed into the room .where he was, 
in a well-imitatfed phreniy, threw herfelf at his 
feet, and embraced his knees, in all the apparent 
agony of heart which the fond eft defpair could 
dilute, before he could poiEbly prevent her, 

<* There is nothing mor6 dangerous than look- 
ing back to former fcenes of pleafure ; it fof* 
tens the mind, and makes it lojig for a repeti- 
tion of them. The account of her diftrefs had 
awakened his compaifion, and he was unde- 
iignedly running over all the engaging qualities 
and foft endearments which had given him 

fuch 
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fuda ddight the very moipeat fixe entered the 
room. 

If the defcription could afFecS him fo ftrongly, 
what then muft he not feel from the fight ? He 
was not proof to fuch an attack. All his refolu- 
tion vanifhed in an inftant ; he raifed her from 
the ground, and, emhracing her tenderly, re- 
ftored her to the empire of his heart with ten- 
fold the authority fhe had poflefled before. 

'* The only difficulty that remained was how 
to breaik off his engagements with the lady, 
whom he had juft paid his addrefles to in fo fe- ' 
rious and public a manner : as for his friend, he 
concluded rightly, that after this relapfe he fliould 
never fee him more. 

** He was not long at a lofs. Even in fo de- 
licately diftreffing an affair as this, his foul de- 
tefled difingenuity, and he refolved to make her 
.admire his candour at leaft, though flie might 
blame his ficklenefs. Accordingly he wrote her 
a letter next morning, to tell her, that upon ex- 
amining his heart more nearly, he found ano- 
ther had taken fuch ftrong poflejflion of it, that 
it was not in his power to give it with his hand ; 
wherefore he thoXight the latter alone unworthy 
of her acceptance, nor (hould prefumc to prefs 
the offer of it any farther. 

*' The lady's indignation was equal to her furr 
•prife, at fo defpicable an inflance of levity : (he 
thought it beneath her to return ananfwer to fuch 
,a letter, or take any notice of the writer 3 to 
Ihew her perfedl indifference and contempt for 
whom (he foon after liflened to the addrefles of 
another. 

**.As for him, his condition became worfe than 
,c\fcr. According to the common though mif- 

M 3 taken 
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taken notion of 67er-bearing contempt, he glo« 
lied in his diigcaceful folly, which .h^ carried 
\o ten times more extravagant excefles than be- 
fore ; while (he, convinced that he had now 
fattened his chains too ftrongly ever to be fhaken 
off, returned his fondnefs with indifference,s and 
at the very time that (he was making him the 
dupe of her mercenary defigns, took every oc- 
callon of treating him with infolence and ty^ 
ranny. 

*' The confequence of this was natural. Def- 
titute of domeftic peace, robbed of the approba- 
tion of his own mind, and confcious of the con- 
tempt of every man of fcnfe and virtue, he grew 
carelefs of himfelf, his affairs ran to confufion 
sLiid ruin, and his name became a by-word among 
all his acquaintances.'*— 

^* Omy guide^ (fafd I, fliockedat fo deplor- 
able a fall) how powerful are the wiles of wo- 
man ! How dangerous is it for a man to let her 
^et an afcendency over him ? If once he refigns 
the reins which nature wifely put into his hands^ 
I fee that it is impoflible for him ever to refume 
them again, and affert the juft prerogatives of 
his fuperior ftation I'* 

" It may perhaps be too much to fay that ft 
is abfolutely impoflible ; (anfwered he) though 
many circumftances concur to make the at- 
tempt moft difficult. Prefuming on his greater 
ftrength, man thinks it beneath hhn to be up- 
on his guard againft her, till {he haa taken fuch 
firm poflelEon of* her authority, that it appears 
lefs painful to fuffer, than ftruggle to £hake 
off a tyranny whpfe chains ve riveted fo fatt. 
Or, fnould he venture on the attempt, flie 
^makes her very weakhefs a defence^ and ex- 

pe<3» 
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pe&s to be let conquer, becaufe (he is unable to 
refift, throwing herlelf upon a generofity to which 
her own heart is a ftranger. The event is gene- 
rally more favourable than (he defervcs ; and a 
falfe tendernefs 4:)ermits her to retain a power 
which fiilfe fecurity firft gave her an opportunity 
(o ufurp. 

*' But the fevereft cafe is to be governed by 

a woman who is herfelf a fluve to any particular 

vice, or folly. To break the double chain is a 

.difficulty few have rcfolution to attempt; and 

fewer have attempted with fuccefs. 

' *' Of this you may beheld a. {?Tilrin0i*ifl-«x*i— 
;in yonder houfe, which prefents you with a 
fcene of fuch confufion. That gentleman whom' 
you fee in all the apparent agitation of the moft 
determined wrath, gave his heart and hand to- 
gether to the lovely woman who fits befide him 
.melted into tears. The advantage of the matcli, 
according to the mercenary maxim which pre- 
vails at prefent, was on her fide ; but love over* 
-looked fuch mean confiderations, and he thought 
his elevated rank received honour from her par- 
ticipation. 

, '* Her heart felt all the ardour of fo generous 
a paflion ; (he devoted herfelf entirely to his 
happinefs, and, by her obfequious attention to 
every motion of his will, gained fuch an influ- 
ence over him, that he foon forgot he had any 
will of his own, and refigned himfelf abfolutely 
and folely to her diredlion, pleafed with a yoke 
which fondnefs would not let him feel the 
weight of. 

" From the firft dawn of reafon in her mind, 
Ihe had ever exprefled the ftrongeft diflike to 
the idle drudgery of play \ but now the tyranny 

M 4 of 
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of fafhion obliged her to give into a prafticfe 
which was become the cement of fociety, the 
"general bufinefs of genteel life. Example can 
foften prejudice, and habit even reconcile anti- 
pathies. The relu6lance with -which (he com- 
plied with this cuftom foon wore ofF, and fh6 
entered into the very fpirit of gaming with an 
avidity that exceeded her former averfipn, 

** Her hufband, whofe heart happily was un- 
tainted with this fatal vice, was alarmed at a 
madnefs which he faw in all its dreadful confe- 
quences. He knew the rich muft always lofe v 
•*-• ^~.nt«.^ wKo are deftitute of any other 
means of fubfiftence, befide their expertnefs in 
the myfteries of play, making a property of their 
folly 5 and experience had fliewn him to what 
black expedients women will have recourfe ta 
repair their lofles, how debts of honour are coa 
often paid with honour itfelf. He refolved there- 
fore to take the firft opportunity to Warn her 
againft indulging a paffion, the apprehenfion of 
whofe confequences gave him fo much pain ;. 
judging that his advice would have more weight 
when it fhould feem to arife from fome immedi- 
ate caufe, thaA if obtruded abruptly, or offered 
only in cool fpeculation. 

" Nor did he long wait for the occafion he 
defired. Obferving an uncommon uneafinefs 
in his wife's looks one morning as they fat 
done at breakfaft, he enquired what was the 
caufe of it, with all the tender anxiety of love. A 
guilty blulh overfpread her face ; fhe hung doWn 
her head in the utmoft confuflon, .and could 
fcarce find fpirit to fay, on the moft earneft 
entreaty, that fhe had loft afum of money at 
play the night before, which £hc -could not pay 

with- 
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Without his affiftance, her private ftipend, ample 
as his love had made it, having all funk in the 
iame gulph before. 

** The pain (he evidei^tly felt at making thia 
.difcovery, 4^tt^red him with an hope that ihe 
would for ever after avoid the occafton of it« 
He therefore would not aggravate her concern 
by faying any thing juft then ; but giving her 
the money ihe had lent, and an additional fup- 
ply for her own neceffary occafions, told her, 
with alook ofinexpreffible tendernefs, that fhe 
ihould never feel any uneafinefs in his pOwer 
to remove. 

** However, not entirely to mifs fo favourable 
an opportunity, he took occafion next morn- 
ing, from fomelate occurrences of a fimilar kind 
among his own acquaintances, to exprefs his 
:diiapprobadon df that pernicious, practice in the 
ilrongeft terms, and drew the confequences of 
it in To black a light, that, unable to bear the 
reproacfaes of her own confcience, ihe burft into 
tears, and, falling on her knees, implored his 
pardon in the moft afFe£lijag manner* 

*^ Rejoiced at this behaviour, which he 
thought a proof of her concern for what fhe had 
iJiformed.him of the day before, and an happy 
.:]atflrurance Qf her never, falling into the fame er- 
ror any more, he raifed her from the ground, 
and, embracing her tenderly, told her he had not 
fpoken in aliuiion to any thing pad, which he 
had thought no more of fince, and hoped that no 
future inSance of the kind fhoMld.everrecal it to 
his remembrance. 

** This was more than {he was able to. bear. 
She funk down upon her knees again, and, as 
foon as a flood of tears had given her utterance, 

M 5 owned 
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owiied m terms of the* warmcft contrition, tha€^ 
tempted By a hope of rccovenng her former loft,. 
. (he had ventured to play again the night before^ 
but with the famefuccefs, having not only loft 
all the money he had given her, but added con?- 
fiderably to ner debt alfo.. 

XXXXXXX^>D<XXXXXXXXXXX 

w ■ 

: . C H A p. XIV. 

JForfe luck^ and more of it, A new method for- 
hnaking a b£id habit. Travellers often return- 
without their errand* . 



cc ^npHE hufband's aftoniffihient and dift'refo 
X at this unexpected news may be eafily 
conceived^ He flood fome moments before he 
had power to fpcalc. At length, raifing her from 
the ground, though not with the fame emotions^ 
as before, *' I had flattered myfclf, my dear, 
(faid he with a ferious look, and accent of re- 
proof) that the concern you {hewed yefterday 
fecured me from any more' follies of this kind,; 
but I fee I was^miftaken. However, I will pay 
your debts once more ; but remember, I tell you, . 
this is the laft time I (hall do fo. My fortune, 
though fu^cient with prudence and oeconomy 
to fupport the dignity of my rank, is noteqiial 
to fuch boundlefs diffipation, by which I may be 
ruined before 1 am aware. Nor is this all j- other 
confequences too often follow this paflion, the^ 
cemoteft apprehenfions of which. I cannot heart 

^ Diilant. 
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*' Diftant as this infinuation was, it ftruck 
her to the foul. Though Ihe was confident of 
her own virtue, too many melancholy inftances 
fhewed that in the general it was not unjuftly 
founded. She begged that he would have a more 
favourable opinion of her, implored again his 
.pardon for what was paft, and promifed in the 
ftrongeft terms never to give him the fame caufe 
of dilpjeafure more. This was all he defired^; 
he diredlly gave her the money ; and throwing 
his arms around her neck, fealed her forgivenefa 
M'ith a kifs of rapture. 

" It is a juft obfervation, that vices take the 
deepeft root in weakeft minds. This accounts 
for the common remark that woman, when once 
{he goes aflray, is more profligate and harder to 
be .reclaimed than man. Of all the paflions 
which mark-tbe charafler of the prefent age, 
that which runs into the moft extravagant and 
incorrigible excefs, even in the ableft minds, is 
this of gaming ; what havock then mult fuch a 
tyrant make where it fcarce meets any oppofition 
from reafon ? How difHcult muft it be to break 
its chains ? 

*' She had. promifed more than fhc was able 
to perform. The love of play had taken too fa ft 
.hold of her heart ever to be entirely expelled, and 
in a verv little time drew her into the fame 
.diftrefs again, with this additional aggravation, 
that {he knew not how to apply to her hufoand 
for relief/ as fhe had formerly done. But fuch 
an affair could not long remain concealed from 
his knowledge. Her creditor, on two or three 
breaches of promife, applied to him direftly for 
it by letter. What he felt on receiving fuch a 
demand is not to be defcribed. He anfvvered 

M 6 . coldly. 
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coldly, that he would enquire into the affair, and 
then went to his wife*s father to afk his advice^ 
how he fhould wean her from fb dangerous aa 
habit, telling him the preceding circumftances 
without exaggeration or excufe. 

** The father's wrath arofe almoft to madhefe 
at fuch an account. He propofed methods which 
'were not only improper, but even impioffible to 
he purfued ; and treated her hufband's propofal 
of removing her from the' temptation, as there 
was no probability of reclaiming her other wife 
from the folly, as an inftance of unmanly weak- 
nefs rather than the eifFeft of prudent modera-^ 
tion and tender afFe6lion : however, as his paf- 
Jlon cooled, he was obliged to yield to the juf- 
*tice of his arguments ; and he undertook to en- 
force her obedience by his authority, Ihould fhe 
attempt to oppofe her huflband, whofe love made 
him diffident of his own refolutiqn in fo delicat* 
a ftruggle, 

** To avoid a conteft that muft be equally 
difajgreeable to them ally they judged it would 
"be the beft way to give her the firft intimatioa 
of the defign, in fuch a manner as fliould con- 
vince her that it muft be in vain for her to op- 
pofe it. Accordingly, as her hufband and (he 
were fitting at breakfaft next morning, when' 
the news-paper was brought in as ufual, the firft 
glance (he caft on it prefented her with an ad- 
vertifement, (placJed in the moft confpicuous 
part of it for that purpofe) giving notice of a 
fpeedy fale of all her hufband*s coaches, hor- 
fes, furniture, &c. who intended to go and 
refidc abroad with his whole family for fonqie 
years*'* 

« Starting 



THE REVERIE. 253 

** Starting in aftonifhment, " Good God, 
tny dear, (faid (he) look here ! what can thia 
mean ? 

*« To pay this demand," (faid he fternljr^ 
pulling her creditor'* letter out of his pockety . 
and reaching it to her.) 

^< It is impoffible to deferibe her fituation at 
this fight. Gonicious guilt deprived her of pow- 
er to ^eak or move. She ftood petrified with 
&ame and horror." 
. *' 1 am forry, madam, (continued he) that 
you have driven me to this extremity; hot I 
will not facrifice my fortune, if not perhaps 
worfe, by flaying any longer in this place.'V 

** O, forgive me ! Try me !— Try mcr 

but once more !■ ■■■ I promife" She was 

unable to fay any more, a gufh of tears ehoaked 
her utterance ; which he -waked for hereto give 
full vent to before he would purfue hi« pur-' 
pofe any farther. In this critical fituation you 
behold them at prefent, your own obfervation 
of their condufl: in which, will be more fatisfac- 
tory than defcription. Take notice only, that 
his ^rath is worked up to thi^ height by art, and 
that his refolution is fcarcefy proof to the 
fight of her diftrefs ; while, on the other hand, 
vexation gliftens through her tears, and fliews 
that flie is lefs grieved for the caufe than alarmed 
forthe confequence of his difpleafure, which (he 
is this very moment cafting about how to evade. 

When my guide had concluded this account, 

I fixed my attention on the fcene which had 

vgiven occafion to it. The 'firft violence of the 

lady's grief had by this time began to ful^ide, 

which her hufband thinking the proper moment 

to 
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.to make an impreffion on her ; *^ Madam ^ 
(faid be replying to her Lift words) my re(b- 
lution is unalterably fixed j you know what 

Jiatth I ought to phce in promiifes/' 

The rcproaph. implied in thefe wprds ftung 
her pride. She had been too long accuftomed 
to receive implicit obedience to every thing fhe 

-faid, to bear fuch an aiFromiye infinuation paf- 

. lively, and refoived to fhew that flie would not 
give up her authority (o e^fily. Rifing there- 
fore in aA inftant above her fuppliant mood,. >*"! 
know too, fir, (laid fhe. with an indignant air) 

.that I am not your flave, nor to be forced to any 
thing againfl my will. You may keep your re- 
folution, and go' if you pleafe, mine is to flay ; 
nor fliall you find it lefs unalterable than your 



Qwn-" 



: " Madam !. madam ! this falfe fpirit ill be- 
comes ,you ; nor' think it will avail. ,YoMr 
tears were far more powerful ; but all are now 
in vain; and* I will be obeyed." With thefe 
words he left the room, proud of having fup- 
ported his refolution fo manfully, and went to 
give orders for the immediate execution of his 
dcfign. . . . \ 

But (he, was far from thinking of obedience 
yet. Her heart was fo wedded to the pkafures 
of her prefent way of life, that fhe looked on 
leaving it as the fevereft punifhment. Befide, her 
pride was piqued by the authority with whicli 
he rpoke , and flie refoived to fuffer tl^c worfl 
effects of his anger rather than to fubnxit to a 
yoke which fhe thought fhe had fo efl^e^^ually 
ihaken oiF, 

When 
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When (be had formed this refolutfon, the 
^ next difficulty was how to execute it. The firft 

• thought thaf occurred to her was, to throw her- 
felf upon the fondness of her father, whcJfe.in- 

• dulgence flic had ever experienced in the moft 
; unhmited degree, and did not doubt but (he 
' fhould find equally on the prefent occafion. She 

accordingly fle^ to him aine£Hy^ aid, pouring 
out the ahguifh of -her heart before him, im- 
plored his protection againfl her hufband's. laiy- 
leis tyranny. 

Not to appear* prejudiced by any former rriif- 
reprefentation, he beared her ftory with the 
greateft attention; and then condemning her 
from her own mouth, flew into a rage a thou- 

• fand fold fevcrer even than her hufband's, Up- 
braiding her with ingratitude to his love, and dif- 

" obedience to his jjuft authority ; and drawing her 
crime, and the too probable confequences jof it 
in fuch dreadful lights, that, terrified at the 
horrid reprefentation, fhe gave up all farther 
thoughts of oppofition,' and only befought he r 
father to mediate a peace, on condition of btr 

- abfolute obedience id every aft ion of her future 

. life. 

. Such a reconciliation was eafily efiTeftedj he 
defired no more, but paid her debt diredly : ai»d 
all things being prepared for their departure as 
foon as poffible, he fet out on his intended 
exile, taking his whole family with him, in 
hope that a paffion which had given, him fo 

' much uneafinefs would wear off, when the op- 
portunity for gratifying it fhould be no more. 

But, like the wounded hart,, flie bore the 
deadly arrow in her fide ; and, though {he com- 
plied, becaufe Ihe could not help it, the re- 
formation 
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formation intended by this harfli expedient was 
far from bein^ probable^ The poifon had talcen 
-too faft hold to be cured by any. change of cli- 
--mate, and flie languiflied to return to her own 
country, only that flie might return to her be- 
loved pleafure ; while her hu(band thus facri- 
ficedtoa vain hope the flower of a life which 
his exalted rank and abilities might have made 
an honour to himfelf, and an radvantage itojvis 
country. 

CHAP. XV. 

Anecdotes of a profeffed wit. A lucky hit modi the 
mojl of. Too much of .one iking wont do. :A 
rough retort of a eoarfe jeft\\ with other curious 
fnatters of the fame kind. 

""X/ OU fee (faid my guide) thecoofequence 
X of indulging a paffion tiil the gratification 
of it becomes an habit ; though there may be but 
few actually fo fatal as this of gaming, the ex- 
cefs of any other will be attended by efFedls far 
from defirable, and end in ridicule at ieaft, if, 
not in ruin. 

** Obferve that man who ftands in yonder 
coffee-houfe, pumping his brain for pleafantry, 
and labouring for wit to entertain the fneering 
croud around him, whofe fulfome compliments 
and ironical applaufe pafs upon his vanity for 
a tribute juftly due to his. merit. He is one of 
your profefled wits, whole good opinion of 

them- 
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thfemfelves makes them think every one obliged 
to admire what they fay. 

" He was raifed to this eminent ftation by 
the fuccefs of a ballad he wrote fome time ago, 
of which it may be difficult to determine whe- 
ther its merit lay in its oddity, its obfcenity, or 
its profanenefs. However, the thing took with 
the public tafte in fo extraordinary a rpanner, 
that the happy author not only got the price of 
a new coat by the fale of it, but was alfo admit- 
ted to the tables of all thofe who liked fuch buf- 
foonery, to entertain them, and their company ; 
where, having an eye to bufinefs, he always 
took tbc opportunity when they were in high 
fpirits and could refufe nothing, to follicit fubfcrip- 
tions for a coUeiStion of oldfaws which he had 
picked up and tagged fome how together, by 
which artifice he contrived to make a good pen- 
ny of them alfo. 

^< Elevated with this fuccefs, he thought he 
had nothing more to do but ^\xh\\Sti a fecond part 
§/ the fume tune^ to make his fortune at once ; 
but, to his great mortification, he found himfeff 
miiiaken j for, the novelty that recommended 
the former being now worn ofF, there was little 
or no notice taken of it:' befide, he had ex- 
haufted thefpirit of obfcenity and profanenefs fo 
thoroughly in the firft part, that there remained 
nothing for him now but dregs, too coarfe for 
the groffeft tafte, though he ftrove to make up 
for the quality by the quantity, of which he gave 
moft plentiful meafure. 

^^ Severe as this difappointment wasto him 
in every refpeft, he afFedted not to feel it ; but, 
modeftiy imputing it to the badnefs of the public 
tafte, takes the liberty, by way of reprifal, to 

tura 
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turn every thing that it approves into ridicule, 
with a petulance little ft ore of fcurrllity ; and, 
to fupport thecharafter of a privileged wit, ne- 
ver miffes an opportunity of being impertinent 
to every perfon he converfes with; 

" Such a condudi cannot always efcape re- 
proof; fome, and thofe fevere ftrokes of it, he 
frequently meets from thofe who have not a tafte 
for his jokes, or do not think that a pretence to 
wit givtes a privilege for ill manners. An in- 
ftance or two may not be unentcrtaining, and 
may a!fo give you a notion of the dangers which, 
attend fuch a pra6Hce, 

%il^^ Talking away the other eveniiig at his 
ufual rate, in a mixed company, one of his 
random^fhots happened to hit the profeffion of. 
a gentleman prefent. As there was nothing \n 
"what he . faid more than common cant, the 
other, who was a man of years and chara£^er, 
would not have thought it worthy of his notice, 
had not our hero at the fame inftant looked 
him full in the face, and burft out into a loud 
laugli. 

•p* *^ As this was fixing the ftroke rather too 
clofe to be overlooked, the gentleman gravely 
afked him what he laughed at, as he really could 
not fee the wit of what he faid, " Not fee it, 
fir, (faid the other, ftarting from his feat and 
goingupclofe to him) then, fir, you may fmell 
it, if your nofe is not as dull as your apprehen- 
fion ; and letting a great f — t, raifed a louder 
laugh than before. 

*' This was an infult too grofsly pcrfonal to 
be bdrne. The gentleman rofe up, and, without 
faying a word, gave him a kick on the offending 
part, that drove him to the other fide of the 

room^ 
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Toom,. and then ringing the bell, cooly ordered 
the waiter to turn that ftinking cur down flairs. 
This nat4irally turned the" laugh to the other fide, 
'The unfortunate wit had occafion for all his af-* 
furance to ftand it ; and the poor efforts he made 
*to turn it off with a joke only fliewed bis impo- 
tent vexation, and made him appear, if poffible, 
ftill more ridiculous. 

** The proper province of wit is-, to difcover 
and point out a relation and refenfiblance in fome 
particular circumftances, between ideas'obvioufly 
'inconnec^ed and unlike j and by that means (hew 
them in a light, the novelty and oddity of which 
may give a pleafing furprife. To do this, the 
*mind muft be endowed ^ith a power of viewing 
a variety of things iii ^11 ifceir (hapes and fittia- 
tions at the fame inftant, and a readiiHefs at 
catching thofe fugitive refemblances, and fhev^* 
ing them in obvious and ftriking colours, 

" Thus far reafon can trace the origin and ef- 

fecSls of a faculty, equally mifunderftood and mif- 

applied 3 or, I might rather fay, indeed, whofe 

"name is ufurpedby another of the moft contrary 

* nature : for inftead of this fpeculative manner 

* of exertion, and the inoffenfiveand delicate en- 
' tertainmeht arifing from it, the employment of 

what is at prefent called wit, is to difcover and 

invent perfonal misfortunes and defers, and dif- 

play them in the groffeft lights of ridicule and 

'infult, as the pleafure which it gives arifes from. 

* the bafeft and moft malignant motive, that of a 
man's feeling a fecret fatisfaftion on feeing that 

' others are as bad himfelf, or perhaps fuffer a 
difgrace' which he efcapes. 

*' But generally as this pleafure is enjoyed, 
the authors of it always meet a juft return of 

- averfion 
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averilon and contempt for that pfoftitution of 
their abilities, by which they afford it. This is 
not fo ftrange or ungrateful as it may appear. 
As thofe who can have a tafte for fuch entertain- 
ment are confcious that they themfelves are liable 
to be made the fubjeft of it to others, they natu- 
rally fear and hate the perfons who may poilibly: 
bring them into fuch a difagreeable fituation. 

" Thus the moment ;a m^n profeffes hijnfelf 
a wity he, as it were, declares war with all the 
reft of the world ; as in return every one lies on 
the watch to pull down and punifh fo invidious 
a prefumption. Of this he continually meets 
the moft mortifying jnftances, to which the 
means he is obliged to make ufe of to fupport 
fuch a charadler, lay him conftantly and de- 
fencclefsly open. 

^' Befide this kind of wit, which preys upon 
particulars, there is another more malignant in 
its efFeds, becaufe more extenfive ; though mo- 
tives of the fame ungenerous nature with thofe 
which recommend the other, make it pafs almoft 
uncenfuredeven by the injured obie£ls of it, who 
ai;e afraid to complain for fear their feeming to 
feel its force fhould be taken for an acknowledg- 
ment of its juftice, and fo make the injury irre- 
mediable. This is turning prcfej/ions mto ridi- 
cule ; by which means individuals are precluded 
from the fruits of their honeft induftry, and the 
community robbed of their contribution towards 
the general ftock : for, however abfurd a preju- 
dice raifed in that manner may appear to reafon, 
experience ihews too many unhappy inflances of 
its influence to admit its being doubted. 

" But though the fufferers do not think pro* 
per to cjomplain, they never mifs an opportunity 

of 



T* H E 'R E iy E R I E. i6i 

I 

'C?f returning an attack they (bfeverely fee! ; and 
many a-. wit has paid dearly for his plcafantry, 
when he has happened to come intx) the power 
of thofe whom he has fo irreconcileably offend- 
ed; Of this the perfon before us lately experi- 
enced an inftance, difegreeable enough to fur- 
feit him of this his very favourite practice as long 
as he lives. 

** Of the many profeffions which he has wan- 
tonly fallen upon, the medical art has felt the 
fevereft falHes of his uncommon turn for ridi- 
cule. As he was riding one day to pay a vifit to 
, a nobleman, who had defired him to come ia- 
that manner, that he might take a view of the 
extenffve and grand impVove'rhents about his feat, 
the heat of the day, and his being unufed to that 
method of travelling, expofcd him to {arae inju- 
ries which made his fitting on a faddle very pain^- 
ful tdhim. ' ' ' 

'' While he was in this diftrefs, hc« happened 
to go by the houfe of an apothecary on whom 
he had exerted hFs Unlucky talents with the moft 
injurious fuccefs, having fixed his gener&l ridi- 
cule of thtprofeflion upon him, by a particular 
* dcfcription of his perfon irreffiftibly ridiculous* 
Without thinkrng of thi^, or dreading any reta- 
lia'tion from a refentment fo juftly provoked, he 
called upon him, and, making known hi« com- 
plaint, defired his ailiftance« 

" The apothecary • whofo difpofition' was 
equally fpiteful arid dtoll, refolded not to itiifs 
fudh an 0{iportunity of takirtg 'a fi?gnal revenge 
for all the mortifications which the other had 
brought upon him. Accordingly he defired hiat 
to alight for a moment, with aft the placid po- 
iitenefs c^ his profdl&on^ and made him lip two 

plaifters 
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plaifters, pnd of which he himfelf moft offiqioufljr 
applied to the part aiFe^led, dirediing him. to put 
on the other when that (hould come off: and. 
refufing to take any return for a piece of fervice, 
which.he aflured him the pleafure of conferring 
amply overpaid^, wiflied him an agreeable ride* , 
'' The piaifterhad the d^fired efFefi, and he 
felt no farther pain during the reft of his jour-. 
ney ; at th6 end of which > finding that the mo- 
tion of > the horfe had rul^bed it off, he took an* 
opportunity to ftep afide, juft before he went to. 
dinnei;, andput on the other, as he had been^ 
dire£ted« The firft application of this was at- 
tended with fenfations far from pleafipg ; how«> 
ev^r, be,thoi|ght that muft prpceed from his be- 
ing mpr^e chafed than before^ and concluding tha< 
they wouI4 ioon go off, wentdire<^ljf in to din- 
ner, w^ipre, as if fortune combined with his foe, 
he was placed between two young ladies, equally 
iprightly and arch. 

. *V He had not been feated long before the 
plaifter b^gan to operate, in ^ maniier that made 
him.flncertly fick ,of his honourable fituation* 
He wias in torture impoffibje to be fuppo^ted ; 
and what added to his diftre/s, he kne\vnpt how, 
to get away to remove the caufe of it, o^nfcipu^ 
that th$ difcovery of a trick he was no>y fufiici- 
ently. fenfible had been piay^^ hWi. WP^^^.^'^ ^ 
ridicule upon him, .which he fliould never be 
abk to (hack^'o^, .ashe/ had had tp.^ many proofs 
of. the pleafure every body took in every thing 
that gave ; hira , the leajd vexation or' fiifgrace. 
This.ma(i^ihiim.refolve to, fit. it out, intolerable 
as.the.piiiA he iuffered was* .1. 

*' But he had piore plagues to encounter thar^ 
his utmoft fpr^caift 9puld proyiide againft. The 

ladies 
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ladies between whom he fat foon faw that he 
was in ibrue uncarmfefo, and refolved, with the 
ufual good -nature of the fex, to aggravate it, 
for their own entertainment, by every teazing 
trick they could devil'e; Accordingly winking 
to each other to acS in concert, they drew their 
chairs*" clofer to him, (o as to make it ,impoffible 
for him to ftir, which neceffity was now begin- 
ning to make him think of, in fpite of all his 
refolutions, and made the mofl: malicious con- 
jeftures at his want of his ufual mirth and fpi- 
nt ; to awake which they puflied him from iide 
to fide with their elbows, though every time he 
moved upon his chair pierced him to the foul. 

'* The efFed^s of the plaifter were by this tipne 

.i>ccome {b violent, that nature was no longer able 

. to fupport them. He fainted away in the midft 

of the company, and was removed to . another 

room, to undergo a fcene of raillery and ridi-. 

cule, if poffible more fevere than his pain. 
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Jnftancei of the compajjion common on fuch occajions^ 
The praSiical joker enjoys a double triumph, over 
the wit. Other worfe confequences of the profit'* 
iuti^n of genius • 
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'Tp H E firft thing that ftruck him when he 
* came to himfelf was the ridiculoufnefs of 
his fituation. He was laid on his face, acrofs a 
bed, in the midft of a number of fervants, who, 
in undrefling him, had difcovered his ailment, 
ibme of the confequences of which they were 
bufied i« removing with wet cloths, in the fame 
manner as a nurfe cleanfes an infant. It was 
fome minutes after he recovered his fenfes be- 
fore he was able to fpeak, during which time he 
had the mortification to hear the unfeeling wret- 
ches round him cracking their coarfe jefts at his 
misfortune. At length too rough an applica- 
tion to the part affeSed, extorted an involun- 
tary roar, which (hewing them that he was come 
to his fenfes, they inftantly changed their feoffs 
for a curiofity equally difagreeable, all opening 
upon him at once to enquire what had thrown 
him into that condition. 

** It may be thought he had no great incli- 
li^tipn to anfwer their queftions. He thanked 
them for their care, and, defiring they would 
let the chaplain know he wanted to fpeak to 
him as foon as he had done dinner, begged to be 
left alone. 

3 ^« His 
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<< His meditations in fuch a fituatlon coulcl 
not be very pleafing. He was not ^t a lofs to 
•difcover the caufe of what had happened ; and 
curfing hfs own foolifh confidence for putting 
himfelf any way in, the power of one whom he 
might naturally fuppofe to be his enemy, re7 
folved to take the fevereft revenge which the 
law could procure him, for fo painful an injury, 
without making any allowance for the provo- 
cation that had prompted it. He comforted 
himfelf with thefe thoughts as well as he could^ 
till the arrival of the chaplain, whofe refent- 
ment for fome la&es of wit made him in no 
hade to come, had not the curiofity of the reft 
of the company, which was raifed by the reprc- 
fentation of the fervants, accelerated his mo- 
tion. 

" As foon as he entered the chamber, the 
poor fufferer, whofe pain was far from being 
entirely removed, exclaimedjn the anguifli of 
his heart, " O my friend, I have fent for you 
to implore your affiftance to infiidl a proper 
puniihment upon the villain who has brought 
me to this difgrace and torture.**— He then re- 
counted the affair of the plaiAer, as I have re-^ 
lated it to you, and concluded with cpnjuring 
the chaplain to ufe his influence with his lordfhip, 
to do him juftice for an outrage which, accord- 
ing to the laws of holpitality, aiFe<Sled himfelf, 
as it was offered to his gueft. 

** His reverence fat picking his teeth in the 
greateft compofure while he was telling his 
tale, at the end of which, ** Pray,' fir, (faid he, 
with an air of the mofl infulting indifference) 
what would you have me do ? " — ** Do fir, (an- 
fwered the wit, provoked beyond his patience 

VoL,L N at 
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at the other's behaviour) chew the cud of your 
J aft meal till you are Q) happy as to get another, 
that you may not lofea moment's enjoyment of 
that pleafure which feems to be the lole end of 
your exiftence," — 

** Stung by the feverity of this reproach, the 
chaplain diredlly left him without making any 
reply, and returning to the company told them, 
that the violence of the pain had difordered the 
poor man's head, and made him ftark mad. Such 
a reprefentation aflbrded matter for many cu- 
ripus remarks, in which the aflinity between wit 
and madnefs wais moft le'arnedly difcuffed, while 
they were finifliing their wine, without ever 
thinking of procuring the fubjeft of their fpe- 
culation any relief. 

" " At length curiofity prompted his lordfliip to 
fee fo ftrange a fight, in hopes of confirming by 
his behaviour fome nice obfervations he had been 
making on the nature of madnefs, evident fymp- 
toms of which he declared he had perceived the 
momeht he faw him that morning; ' but he wai 
difagreeably difappointed to find the chaplain's 
account without foundation, and the man in his 
fenlts, fo that he was deprived of the merit of 
his judiciouis difcpvery, on Vvhich he had plumed 
himfelf not a little, and his theory wis left un- 
fupported by the proof he had appealed to. How- 
ever, he concealed his chagrin, and, enquiring 
into the particulars offo extraordinary an affair, 
for the chaplain's account was far from being fa- 
tisfadiory, revenged hirnfelf for his difappoint- 
ment by laughing in the mofl mortifying manner 
at every ridiculous circumftance; abehaviour that 
ftpnravat^'d the other's diftrefs, as heHvas rcflrain* 
cd, by reflect, from making any reply. 

« When 
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. *« When they had fufficiently enjoyed the ' 
fcene, one of the company, more companionate 
than the reft, bethought himfelf that it might not 
be improper to do fomething for the relief of the 
poor fuiFerer, whofe appearance (hewed that his 
pain was not much abated. Accordingly, upon 
confultation, it was agreed to be the beft way to 
fend for the apothecary who had made up the 
plaifter, as he muft necefTarily k^pw what was 
proper to remove its efFetSs, better than any one 
elfe. The diftreffed patient would gladly have 
avoided fuch an interview, if only to dif^ppoint 
his enemy of the pleaTure of triumphing in the 
fuccefs of his trick : but perhaps for that very 
reafon his lordihip infifted on^it, and he was 
fent for direftly. 

*^* Thjs exceeded the apothecary's hopes. He 
obeyed the fummons with the greateft pleafure j 
and on his arrival, having firil prudently ex- 
prefied his furprize, and afterted his innocence 
of any evil intention in what he had done, was 
fliewn up to his patient, who no fooner fixed his 
eyes upon him, than burfting into the moft vio- 
lent rage, ** Villain ! (faid he) what bafe trick 
is this you have played me ? But beafllired that 
I will have the moft exemplary fatisfaftiori ! Til 
make you know"— 

** Sir, (anfwered the apothecary with a fly 
grin) have a little patience^ and all ^Vill fopn 
be well. I am ferry that an innocent joke fhould 
give you fuch oflFence,"— »• 

" A joke, wretch ! Do you call putting me 
to fuch torture and difgrace a joke ? " 

. '' Nothing more, I aflure you, firj and if 
you will give me leave to apply this liniment 
to the place where your complaint is, 111 en- 

N z gage 
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gage to remove it in a few minutes j arid as for 
the diigrace, there is nothing in it ; it is only 
matter for a few days laughter, and it will theh 
be no more thought of.*'— 

*' No more thought of! Yes, it will be al- 
ways thought of; and I iha'll never be. able to 
fhew my faec again after the ridiculous figure 
I have made by your curfed means; but if I 
forgive you, way x be the laughing-ftock of every 
fboT I meet." — 

*' Surely, fir, a man of your reafon and be- 
nevolence cannot harbour fubh an implacable 
fefentment ! What would you do if you were 
in my cafe? Unprovoked by the leaff offence, 
you wantonly fell on my uncouth figure, on 
the profeffion by which 1 earn bread for myfdf 
^nd my family, till you have made both fo ridi- 
culous, that childt-en hoot at'me as I go alon^ 
the ftreets, and their equally wife j)arcnt« 
flight my (kill, and pafs by my fliop with con- 
tempt* The blifler on your pofteriors will foon 
be healed j nor cln the difgrace you feem to 
take fo heavily to heart, be attended with any 
confequences worfe than a laugh, which you 
are well aWe to fhift from yourfelf to fbme body 
clfej but with me the cafe is quite different ^ 
my very fubfiftence is attacked, and the happi- 
nefs of my family facrificed, merely for a mis- 
chievous jeft, and to fliew your powers of ri- 
dicule."— 

" Struck with the juftice of this reproof, 
the Wk had not power to make any reply, but 
fubmitied in filence to receive the other'^ aflif- 
tance, who, fatisfied with this double triumph* 
ibon put an end to his pain by a proper appli- 
cation. Whenthi^ relief had reftored him a 

little 



T H E R E V E R I E. .269 

little to his fpirlts, he took the apothecary by 
the hand, fqueezin'g it eagerly, ** Dear do<3:or, 
(faid he) I acknowledge that I Bavc been to 
blame, much to blame ; but I never confidered 
this matter in a proper light before. All that 
I can do now, is to make you any reparation in 
my power, and to promife that I will never >be 

fuilty of the like indifcretion again. Never will 
indulge wit any more at the expence of giving 
pain to an honeft heart/'*-< 
• " This refolution lafted while he wa^ under 
the apothecary's hands ; but no fooner was he 
recovered than he rela'pfed into his old humOur, 
which he even indulged with greater latitude 
and virulence tbap pvgr, thaj he fhould not ap- 
,pcar to have been difpirited by what he had fuf- 
fered. As to the other, hi$ trick was attended 
with fuccefs beyond hisi moft fanguine hopes. 
Befide the prefcnt pleafure of revenge, the mo- 
ment this ftory took wind, the ridicule which 
had been fo prejudicial to him, recoiled with 
tenfold force upon his adveriary, and he reco- 
vered his former credit and refped. 

<^ But. this perfonal licentioufnefs, though 
perhaps the moft immediately painful to parti-* 
culars, is not the worft inftance in which this 
perfon abufes the talents nature has beftowed 
upon him with more than common liberality. 
You fee the levity of his looks and behaviour ^ 
the fame folly infe£b his writings to the moft 
extravagant excefs. In thefe he is diffipation 
itfelf. Starting from one fubje<5l to another, he 
jumbles all together the lighteft and moft fe<* 
rious, fo as to make them appear equally, ridi- 
culous, facrificing every thing to raife a laugh, 

N 3 as 
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as if that Were the fole end of genius,' the fole 
objeS of erudition. 

*' Nor is this all ; there are feme things over 
which nature herfelf commands to throw a veil. 
To lift this up therefore, and make them the 
fubje<Sl of wit and plcafantry, even in the al- 
nioft boundlefs liberty of difcourfe, is a great of- 
fence ; but in writing it is abfolutely unpardon- 
able, as that perpetuates the evil, and lays the 
foundation for debauching generations yet un- 
^ born. This is the groflcft proftitution of powerr 
' given for abetter purpofe, and iB always brought 
t» a feverc account/* 

« 
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ufn eld ohfervation confirmed by a new charailer; 

jt remarkable inftance of the Inconjifiency of thi 
• Immon heart, A curhus Icve'fcene proves thai 

thepleafure of variety is fometime 5 attended with 

danger and tnconvenience* 

r • 

** TX ^^ ' ^' ^ ^^^^ remarked on other occa- 
J3 fions, it is the proper application that 
cffecftuates the bleffing. Without this the beft 
gifts of heaven become a curfe, and only ag- 
gravate the evils they were beftowed to pre- 
vent. 

" Obferve that pcrfon who ftruts about yon- 
der in a military habit, pleafed with the eniigns 
of hb profeflion, as a child with a new bauble. 
Every favour by which fortune could feem to 
fecure human happinefs, had flie heaped upon 

his 
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his head in the mbft unbounded manner ; but 
this very profufion produced the contrary ef* 
fe6t : and miferable in imagination for want of 
fomething to wifli for, he has renounced fuch 
an infipid plenty, and plunged himfelf, for va-. 
riety, into the real miferies of a way ,of life, 
which is permitted only as a puni(hment on the 
follies and vices of mankirid. 

** It has been ohferved, that from a clofe at- 
tention to the firft eflays of the opening mind, 
a prefagemay be formed of the future life. The 
diftinguifiiing characters of his youth- were a 
fated indifference to every thing in bis poflef- 
fion ; an inconftancy even more than childifli in 
all his purfuits, he feldom perfifting in any to the 
attainment of its objefl:. As the affluence of 
his fortune made any particular application not 
abfolutely necefTary to him^ this fludluating im- 
becility of difpofition paflTed unnoticed, and his 
inattention to every prudential regard in all his 
adtions, was extolled as generofity and magnifi- 
cence of fpirit. But the event has proved the 
error of this judgment, the fame weaknefs hav- 
ing ruled the conduft of his riper years, and 
made him an eafy prey to every idle pafHon of 
his own, to every mean defign of his more in- 
digent companions. To xecapitulate every in- 
ftance of this would be to make anhiflorybf 
his whdelife. It- will be fufficient juft to 
touch upon one or two, to fupport thecharaAer 
I have here drawn, and as they fo ftrongly illuf- 
ttate the inconfiftency of the human heart. 

** On his arriving at that period of life, when 
men are concluded to be capable of conducing 
themfelves, the firft thing which the care of his/ 

N .4 friends 
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friends /uggefled to fecure his happineis, for 
tbeir eyes at length began to be opened to the 
dangers attending fuch a dirpofition, was to 
find out a female, whofe prudence might be a 
(hield to his levity, and prevent its worft efFe^ ; 
and whom reafon and inclination fhould ^o hand 
in hand, in recommending to his choice as ar 
partner for his life* In this delicate and impor-* 
tant fearch they were not long undetermined. 
They fixed upon one to whom envy herfelf could 
make no poffible obje£tion. Born in an exalted 
rank, and rich in every favourite gift of heaven, 
fhe feemed defigned to crown the blei£ng& of an 
happy life. The mon^nt (he was mentioned to 
him he received the hint with rapttirq* In the 
intercourfe of a general acquaintance his heart 
had not been infenfible of her charpia, and on 
the nearer attention of fuch a deiigi^, he foon 
perceived the more valuable beauties of her 
mind. By the afliftance of his friends, he pre- 
ferved his refolution fo long as to mzke his ad- 
drefies acceptable, and received, in her hsgid, a 
feal of the moft perfe£): felicity which this life is 
capable of enjoying. 

^^ But fcarce was he in pofleffion of this jufl 
obje£i: of every rational defire, when the natural 
inconfiftency of his temper prevailed, and he 
flighted an happinefs for which all others fighed, 
only becaufe it was in his pofleffion< Accord- 
ingly he foon relapfed into all the lieentipufnefs 
of his former life, and vainly fought in Ipofe. va- 
riety for that pleafure, which his perverfe infenr 
fibility prevented his enjoying at home* 

^' Such pleafure is always purchafed with 
vexation a&d pain* As he wa$ prowling about 

' one 
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one evening for his ufual game in the galleries 
of the theatre, he happened to fee a female whofe 
appearance'had fomething in it more than com- 
monly pleafmg to him. He immediately ad- 
dreiTed her in the familiarity of fuch places, and 
was not lefs^ ftruck with the fprightlinefs of her 
conyerfation than he had been before with her 
beauty. Encouraged by her freedom, and con-^. 
iiding in, the fuperiority of his rank, at the end of 
the play be beutated not to propofp r^^iring tq 
one of the neigh bjouring taverns, to improve fp 
agreeable an acq.uaintance. This (he poim^y 
refufpd, though in terins which implj^d |ipf an^ 
refentment ^t tfa^^ propofal, nor prevented his 
pref&ng her at leaft to give hhn ^nqther meeting. . 
at the play hqi^fe^ ^hich (he a^ length conlenteii 
to do. 

^^ In two or three interviews of this kind, 
which fhe let herfelf be perfuaded to indulge 
him with, (he played her part with fuch adidrefe, 
that {he gained an abfokte conqueft over hini> 
removing by her well-a^ted modefty every fuf- 
picion of her re^l chara£):er. At length, when 
l^e had brought her bluKhingly to confefs a re* 
turn of his paiSon, and filenced every other 
(cruple, fhe ftarted the lafl: difficulty, of the 
danger of being dete^Sled by her hufband, as fb^ 
unhappily \^as a parried woman. This difco- 
v,ery was far from beiifg agreeable to him". He 
loved his pleafures ; but he was far from de« 
firing to have them enhanced by any appear-* 
^nce of dangeif. However, he had gone too 
far to letreat now ; and therefoi^, putting the 
beft JFace upon the affair, he prevailed upon hei^ 
to run the hazard of this difcovery, by promi- 
fing to proted her ag^inft'her hufband's refent- 

ment« 
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ilicnt, fliouH any fuch thing happen, and, fo' 
make a provifion for her that fliould . fave her 
from any difagreea'ble eonfequences of it. 

** His ability to perform fuch a promife,' 
which (he was no flranger to, and the perfiia-' 
five argument of feveraT very valuable prefents, 
in the end prevailed' upon 'heh Accordingly 
one evening, when her hufbmd was engaged 
ahroad^ flie let him in at the back-door of her 
houfe, with the greateft appearance of privacy 
and fear, and conduced him foftly up to her 
own chamber. He had not been many mi- 
nutes in poiTe/Hon of his defires, when all on a 
fudden the door was burfl in, and a drawn 
fword was held to hjs breaft, by a man who 
appeared to be in the moft violent agitation of 
frantic rage. 

**" Villain i adultrefs \ ' (exclaimed he, foam- 
ing at the mouth, and rolling his eyes wildly 
around) have I then caught youatlaft? — — 
This inftant (hall your adultrous blood pay the 
price of my diflionour ! — this inftant will I"— 

" O mercy! mercy! (cried the trembling 
female, holding up her hands, and tuning her 
voice in the moft plaintive tone) Spare us ! — 

fpare us but a moment ! ^ Murder not our 

wretched fouls as well as our bodies." 

*' The hufband ftarted at thefe words, and 
feemed loft in thought, while his lifted arm 
hiing over them In the air. She faw the critical 
moment, and jogging her lover, who lay pe- 
Wified with fear, " opeak to him, (faid (he) 
perhaps your words may have efFeift! bis heart 
was ever tender and humane.*' — — 

** Rouzed by this addrcfs, the poor felf-con- 
vi<Sled culprit attempted to aflay him with the beft 

argu- 
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arguments his fear could fuggeft. ** TKink not 
of a revenge (faid he) which muft prove as fa- 
tal to yourfeJf as to us } but name any repara- 
tion you pleafe to require, and it ihall be in- 
ftantly made. My fortune is fufficient" — 

" Reparation ?— *No. Nothing but blood 

can make me reparation, (anfwered the huf- 
band, rifmgto tenfold rage, after the paufe) my*, 
honour, my love for that ungrateful woman will 
hear, of no other reparation.— As to myfelf, my 
life 1 Value not a pin's fee ; all that is dear to 
me is noW loft."— —Then flnking^ as it were, 
Into foftnefs, *^ And can I wound that breafb 
fairer than monumental alabafter? O woman ! 
woman!*'—— 

*< At thefe words he held his hands to his 
eyes, to hide his tears, and fobbed aloud as in the 
imguifli of his foul. .ThOildvens thought' this: 
fit of foftnefs favourable to their fears, and^ 
flipping out of bed, naked as they were, ^rew 
themfelves at his feet, and befdught his mercyt 
in the mbft moving vermis. After fufferiiig a 
conflict of foi!(ie moments, he funk backwardst 
into a chair, and bidding: them put on their 
cloaths, fat as deliberittng bow to a£l in fuch a 
diftreiling fttuation^ . ; . - i 

** In the mean time the lover, who thought 
that his life depended on the refult of this deli- 
beration, renewed his oiFers of reparation with 
the greateft e^rneftnefs^ while his partner in 
guilt applied for mercy, with. every, argument 
that could move.con^p^iSon/ .His tender heart 
was not proof to fuch a double 'attack. After 
paufing for fome little time, '' And what repa- 
tion can you make (faid he) for robbing me 
of the love of a woman, to obtain whom I have 

facri- 
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ftcriiiced my whole fortune, and plunged my- 
ielf into debts, which have driven me to the 
brink of defpair i but I thought nothing toa 
much to fuiFer for her, b^fe and ungrateful as 
ihe is." 

^< I will not only inftantly enable you to dif- 
charge thofe debts (anfwered the lover eagerly^ 
catching a glimpfe of iiope from that capitulat*. 
ing qudaion). but I will alfo fettle fuch an an- 
nuity 6n you for life, as Audi raiie you above the 
aeceffity of ever contr^dtin g aqy more*"— — 

^* What (hall I do ? (exclaimed the hufband, 
as in an agony) fliall i compound' my difhonour 
for a price? mall I periih in want and defpair ? 
—.What (hall I, can I do? 

^^ The irrefolutioh implied in thefe words, 
gave the terniied lovers new hope. ' They af- 
filed him again with eVery argument they could 
devife, which they purfiied with fuch fuceefs, 
that at length he fubmitted to recf ive a repara^ 
tion for an injury not to be recalled. When 
this fisft point was gained, the terms were footi 
fett]|;6d, the eag^nels of the lover preventing the 
other's makipg any demand, hy the largeitefe of 
his offers. A lawyer, who was a friend of the 
hufband, and luckily happening to be in a neigh- 
bouring cofFee*hou^, was dire£Uy called in, and 
foon confirmed the compa£l: beyond a poi&bility 
of revocation $ one article of which was, that 
the lover fliould ' make a ieparate provifion for 
his miftrefs, the hufband's delicate fenfe of ho* 
nour not permitting him to have any farther in« 
tercourfe with, her. 
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CHAP. XXUI. 

"A new motive for turning foldier\ with ajhert 
' view of the military profej/ion. Ihe fcene is 
ehangfd^ and a more extenftveprofpe^ opemd* 

<c yp VERY circumftance of this tranfafiion 
Pv bore fuch glaring marks of impofition, 
that any other perfon would have feen through, 
and avoided the deceit ; br at Icaft, when that 
was too late, have (hewn a proper refentment 
of it, by dropping all farther commerce with |3ie 
bafe woman who drew him into fuch a fnare, 
and was evidently an accomplice in the whole: 
But^ blind (o all ccmvi£Uon, he grew fonder of 
her than bdfore, and, feeming to have changed 
his very nature, proved conftant to her longer 
than he had ever been to any other objeft i the* 
far itohi ftriving to retain him by any appearance 
of regard, any obfequioufnefs in her behaviour, 
now that her independence, the firft objeS of her 
deiigns, was eftabliflied, fhe afFe£ted on all oc- 
caftons to treat him with the moft infolent con- 
tempt, and openly beftowed upon others thofd 
favours.which had coft him fo dear. 

" While he indulged every vicious paflion iit 
this profligate manner,' the condition of his dc- 
ferted wife deferyed the higheft compaiEon. Sen- 
fible of the danger of expoftulating on fo delicate 
a fubjed, fhe feemed not to fee the flights which 
he hourly fhewed her, but, drying up her tears 
whenever he approached her, always met him 
with a fmile of tendernefs arid refpeft. Smo- 
thered grief preys with double violence upon the 
heart. Though fhe did not complain, me could 
not avoid feeling the pain of fuch treatment un- 
der 
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der which (he pined infenfibly away, like a 
flower cankered at the root. . t • 

*^ But that which reafon Could not do, was 
effefled by the natural inconftancy of his teni- 
per^ and a new whim fupplan ted his profligate 
miftrefs in his thoughts. His country happened 
to be engaged in war; the noife of drums and 
trumpets turned his head, and he muft n^eds be 
afoldier, for want of fomething elfe to give him 
employment. As foon as this caprice took pof-^ 
feflion of him, he bougiit a commiflion in the 
army diredily, and fet about learning the mili- 
tary trade with as much eagernefs as if he was 
obliged to follow it for bread 5 and, to (hew his 
proficiency in taSics, even went.fo far as to 
write an eleborate treattfe on the. mighty advan-^ 
tages of a foldier's^ turning out his toes m)m 
marching. 

. " When he had with infinite pains got his 
company trimmed and difciplined to his mind,^ 
contrary to the expedtation of all who knew 
him, he purfued the humour fo far as to go with 
them into the field, where they foon had an op- 
portunity of fignalizing their valour, a^ the ex- 
pence of near half their lives. ; But an unlucky 
vifit of compliment to the colonel deprived him 
of the glory of fharing in the danger of that day, 
though the gallant behaviour of his- men reflefled 
fuflicient honour on him, for having trained to 
fuch excellent difcipline, and infpu^ed them with 
fo noble a contempt of death. Encouraged by 
that fuccefs, he perfifts in his purfuit of fame, 
the viciflltudes or the military life keeping, his 
mind continually employed, aridfaving himfrpm 
the fatigue of a mpment's reflection j, an evii to 

aviod 
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avoid which he has ever had recourfe to fome 
new fcheme of a6live idlenefs." 

" I thought it impofSble, (faid I) O my guide, 
that the heart of man could be fo abfurdly per- 
verfe ! The general motived for embracing the 
military life are ncceffity, anenthofiaftic pafSon 
for fame, and perhaps in a very few inftances, a 
'difinterefted /pirit of patriotifm. But he/e none 
of thefe can be alledged ; for the laft his temper 
is too indiiFcrent j too liftlefs and unfteady for 
the purfuit of fame/ and his affluence raifes him 
.'above neceffity, which is the moft univerfal' of 
3all : fo that he, literally facrifices the moft folid 
advantages of life for nothing, and runs into 
danger and diftrefs, becaufe he is incapable of 
enjoying the oppofite bleflings." 

** To the motives which vou have affiorned 
(returned the fpirit) you might have added ava- 
rice and ambition, from both of which he is alfo 
conftitutionally exempt. As to the dangers and 
diftrefies in which you imagine he muft have 
involved himfelf,* though fufficient to deter any 
man 'of reafon from plunging wantonly into 
them ; in fuch cafes as his, they are far fliort of 
what inexperienced apprehejjifion may reprefent. 
The private centinel who hourly expofes his life 
for a morfel of bread to fupport it, and the fub- 
altern officer who leads that foldier to fight, 
ftruggle with difficulties, and encounter dangers, 
which nature fhudders at the thought of; but 
afcend to the higher ranks, and a great part of 
thofe terrors vanifli. Their carriages fave them 
from fatigue, their tables are heaped with delica- 
cies, and luxury reigns in their tents. The day 
of battle, in which alone they are expofed i^ , 
danger, is in fome meafurc a day of reft to th( 

others j 



